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PREFACE. 

■* i> r i ■ ■ ■ k > ■ ■ ■ — — 

IT has hem justly observed by ike prince of British 
poets, that 

" The proper study of mankind is Maw." 

It is with a view to promote and facilitate this 
important study, that the Editor of these volumes 
presents to the public a series of lives of such indivi- 
duals of either sex, as have been distinguished by any 
extraordinary circumstances from the mass of so- 
ciety. They embrace authentic biographical ac- 
counts of persons remarkable for longevity, unusual 
size, strength, singular habits and manners, ad- 
ventures, virtues and vices, in short of all such as 
have gained celebrity or notoriety, by deviating in 
m remarkable degree from the ordinary course of 
human existence. 

As the mind is naturally, drawn in preference to 
the contemplation of uncommon objects, this work 
cannot Jail to afford its curiosity an abundant source 
of gratification. The reader who delights in the 
fictions of romance will find in many of the narra- 
tives which it embraces, incidents equally astonishing 
with those which have been wont to charm ; while 
the lover of truth may rest assured that nothing but 
what is strictly consonant to his principles is record* 
ed in its pages — that this faithful Mirror represents, 
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without distortion, only such characters as have- 
really existed, and such events as have actually hap- 
pened.. It reflects the image of the most surprising 
human phenomena^ of the greatest prodigies, in 
every age and in every country, that have com-* 
manded the particular notice of. their contempo- 
raries ; and exhibits a delineation not only of cha- 
racters that have quitted this mortal' stage, but of 
many uphove living eminence entitles them to a place 
, in this Collection.. 

It mil be perceived that the- researches of the 
Editor have not been confined to the works of the 
most interesting writers of this country, but that 
he has likewise had recourse to many valuable and 
expensive foreign publications. In addition to the 
subjects Jor which he is indebted to them, his own 
industry and perseverance have enabled him to ob- 
tain a large portion of curious original matter,- the 
value of which the intelligent reader will duly, apr 
predate. 

The embellishments of these volumes are in a style 
at once novel and pleasing ; and the mere inspection 
of them will be sufficient to produce conviction, that 
he does not exceed the truth in asserting, that in the 
general execution neither labor nor expense has been 
spared to give the zcork such a degree of elegance as 
may claim for it a place in any library. 
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MR. DANIEL LAMBERT. 



"A goodljr, portly man, i'faith, and corpulent; of a cheerful 
)<ft|t> • pleasing eye, and a most Wile carnage." 

SVAKBtPlAB. 

THE readier is already aware that the Eccen- 
tric Mirror embraces in its plan memoirs 
,, and descriptions pf persons remarkable for any 
extraordinary deviation from the general laws of 
nature with respect to exterior conformation^ 
Among the living phenomena of this class, none, 
perhaps, is so deservedly entitled to priority -of 
notice as Mr. Daniel Lambert. Nor is it his 
astonishing bulk alone that claims for him this 
distinction. The qualities and endowments of 
his mind, unoppressed by the vast weight of the 
body to which it is united, are such as to raise 
him above the level of the generality of men, 
and eminently prove that mind is not affected by 
the modifications of matter. Before \vve proceed 
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2 MR. DANIEL LAMBERT. 

to the particulars of Mr. Lambert's life, we shall 
indulge in a few reflections, suggested by actual 
acquaintance and observation. 

Mr. Lambert cannot fail to be to every spec- 
tator an object of surprise and wonder, but to 
the man of science, and especially to the medical 
practitioner, his peculiarities must be uncom- 
monly interesting. It is impossible to behold his 
excessive corpulence without being astonished 
that he was not long ago suffocated by such an 
accumulation of substance; but when it is known 
that his breath is perfectly free, and his respira- 
tion not in the smallest degree obstructed, even 
in sleep, that astonishment is proportionably aug- . 
mented. His voice, indeed, proves that his 
lungs are as free from oppression as those of any 
person of the ordinary standard. It might also 
naturally be supposed that his. excessive corpu- 
lence was likely to produce a disposition to drow- 
siness; the reverse is, however, the case. Mr. 
Lambert not only never needs the indulgence of 
a nap in the day time, but he exhibits an exam- 
ple of wakefulness truly extraordinary. The 
perfect and uninterrupted health which he has 
enjoyed in his progress to his present dimensions, 
and which he continues to enjoy, is likewise 
a remarkable trait in the physical history of Mr, 
Lambert. 

While these and other points of equal singula- 
rity afford abundant room for speculation to the 
philosopher,the moralist willdeligh'tto investigate ' 
the qualities of that wind which animates such a 
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prodigious body. — Shrewd and intelligent, Mr. 
Lambert has improved his natural talents by read • 
ing and observation ; in company he is lively and 
agreeable ; the general information be possesses, 
and the numerous anecdotes treasured up in » 
memory uncommonly retentive, render his so* 
ciety extremely pleasing and instructive. His 
readiness at repartee,, his superiority in charac- 
teristic description, and the humourous sallies in 
which he often indulges, give life, vivacity, and 
interest, to his conversation. With respect to 
humanity,' temperance, and liberality of senti- 
ment, Mr. Lambert may be held up as a model 
worthy t>f general imitation. 

The meagre details relative to Mr. Lambert 
which have hitherto been laid before the public, 
are equally unsatisfactory and erroneous. This 
consideration induced the editor of the Eccentric 
Mirror to apply to a source which he knew was 
not liaWe to mistake; and as the following is the 
only authentic account of this remarkable cha- 
racter, he can with the greater confidence di- 
rect to it the attention of the curious and inqui- 
sitive. 

Mr. Daniel Lambert was horn on the 13th of 
March, 1770, in the parish of St. Margaret, at 
Leicester. From the extraordinary bulk to which 
Mr. Lambert had attained, the reader may na- 
turally be disposed to enquire, whether his pa- 
rents were persons of remarkable dimensions. 
This was not the case, nor was any of his family 
inclined t<* corpulence' excepting an uncle and 

s 2' 



4 MR. BANIEL LAMBERT. 

an aunt oa the father's side* who were both very 
heavy. Th^e former died during the infancy <?f 
Lamtrert, in the, capacity, of gatae-fceeppr jtottyt 
Earl of Stafford, to.whpse predecessor bis fa- 
ther had been huntsman in early life* The fa- 
roily, of Mr, Lambert, senior, consisted, besides 
Daniel, of anotherson, who died young, and, two 
daughters, who are still living, and are both wp- 
wen of common size. 

The habits of the subject, of this memoir wer$ 
not in any respect different from those of other 
young persons till the age of fourteen. Even a£ 
that early period he was strongJy attached to j^l 
th« sports of the field. This., hovyever, was only 
the natural effect of a very obvious cause, aided 
probably by an innate propensity to those diver- 
sions. We have already mentioned the profes- 
sion of his father and his uncle, and have yet tp 
observe, that his maternal grandfather was ft 
great cock-fighter. Born and bred, as it were, 
among horses, dogs, cocks, and all the other ap- 
pendages of sporting, in the pursuits of which he 
was encouraged, even in his childhood, it cannot 
be matter of wonder thathe should be passionately 
fond of all those exercises and amusements which 
are comprehended under the denomination of 
field sports, as well as of racing, cocking, and 
£shing. 

Brought up under the eye qf his pjarents tilj 
the age of fourteen, young Lambert wq? tjien 
placed with Mr. Benjamin Patrick, in the tnafyu** 
factory of Taylor and Co. at Birmingham, tp^ 
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learn the business of a die-sinker and engraver. 
This establishment, then one of the most flou- 
rishing in that opulent town, wls afterwards de- 
stroyed in the riots of 1795, by which the cele- 
brated Dr. Priestley was so considerable a suf- 
ferer. 

Owing to the fluctuation* to which nil those 
manufactures that administer to the luxuries 
of the community are liable from the caprices 
of fashion, the wares connected with the pro- 
fession which had been chosen for young Lam* 
bert ceased to be in request. Buckles were 
all at once proscribed, and a total revolution took 
place at the same period in the public taste with 
respect to buttons. The consequence was, that 
a numerous class of artisans were thrown out of 
employment, and obliged to seek a subsistence 
in a different occupation. Among these wa£ 
Lambert, who had tljen served only four years 'of 
his apprenticeship. 

Leaving. Birmingham, he returned to Leices- 
ter to hU father, who held the situation of keeper 
of "the prison in that town. Soon afterwards, at 
the age of nineteen, he began to imagine that 
he should be a heavy man, but had not previ- 
ously perceived any indications that could lead 
him to suppose he should ever attain the exces- 
sive corpulence for which he was distinguished. 
He always possessed extraordinary muscular 
• power, and at the time we are speaking of, could 
lift great weights, and carry five hundred weight 
with ease. Had his habits been such as to bring 
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his strength infoaqtiqn, be would dQi$tIes^ b^ffy 
been Qfi uqcoipinonly powerful map. 

That he, was not deficient e,ti{ier io pbysica^ 
strength, or in courage, is de^qnstjafe^ ty "t^f, 
following adventure* in wbjch he ?vas aj^oi^t tju^ 
period engaged. 
, Standing one day jq his father's bouse at 
Leicester, bis attention was attracted by a com- 
pany qf Savoyards wifcb their dancing dqgs ai^jl 
bears, surrounded by an immense coucqnrsf of 
spectators. While they were e^hi^iting, a dog 
which had formerly beep accustqiped to traypl 
'witb a similar company qf th$se grotesque pej> 
fqnpefs, and noyv belonged to the -county gaf#Tj 
Rearing the sound, flew furiously upog a yerj 
large bear, vyjiose overbearing force apd wejgh£ 
joojj. crusjie/j him lo the gjqun.d. " Give hef 
tofttliu" said the Savoyards, irritate^ . a{ the in*- 
lerrpption of their exhibition, ancj making pre- 
parations to take off the muzzle of the bear. M/. 
Lauibert, being acquainted with the master of 
.$e dog, an<J knowing thaf, in thjs case, tii^ aiih- 
jqial vypuld be exposed to certain destruction, 
wept opt aijd addressed ^be pqqple, vyijth the in- 
.teflon qf ipaqifyiug them, and prevaiJjflg uppp 
tb$m to suffer the dog to be taken, away . D$af 
to all bis remonstrances, one of tbe Savoyards 
•stUl persistec) in pulling offt^emuz^, \bp dog 
being all this time upderneatb, a fl d in the grasp 
. 4)f the bear. Enraged at tbe.fellpw'iS obstinacy, 
he protested he would kill the bear if it. lay in 
bis jpQWffe aa4 snatching from t|is matt* haqd 
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\he pftldje or pcfe* with which tbey ipai^ge jh,eq> 
apupajg, ajt tr^ m.Qmept wben the muzz}? va,s re«i 
UHWerf, h^ stf uck the bear with all his forge,. 
$*Hy iptSWtfflg $a dispatch her if possible. .Bru 4 in 
wa? .for a moment completely stunned with thp 
Wow, f^4 *h& dog seized that opportunity of dis-r 
CBgftgJflg himself from ber clutches. Enraged at 
tbif £r£$h attack, she turned towards her new aq 7 
lagtMUst, who kept repeating his stroke?, but 
witbpwt being able to bit ber h^ad, which she 
prpt^ct^d from his blow* with all the dexte- 
rity of the most accomplished pugilist. During 
tlft$8& ^pccessiyp attacks, the dog, faithful *o 
tl^ frjepd who bacl so opportunely stepped t? 
b*S aifl, continued to exhibit the most astonish- 
ing propfs of undaunted intrepidity, till be wa# 
A ? length caught up by ope of the by-standees. 
The Hr^ail^r was frosty, and the pavement 
was sljghiiy glared from the trundling of a 
P}pp f- fterg, while ttyus bijsjly engaged in be r 
^boj:ingbi3 fprmid/ible foe, Lambert fell, but 
rose egfL&R with th? greatest agility. Bruin was 
pow, close to ^iijd; he baft a full view of her 
Uenrendous teeth, apd felt the heat from her 
• breath. The danger became pressing, and as 
b$ shaggy foe was too near to admit of bis using 
the weapon, he struck her with his left hand sucji 
aviqlenl hloqr on the skull, as brought ber to 
the gcoiUMJ ; on which she declined the contest, 
f^lfl " yelling fled." During .the fray* a smaller 
l^gf bad been standing upright against a wall, 
W«l\,ft c^^A^t ofttyjft he^cf ; in c^^^aw 
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of the retreat of his companion, this ludicrous 
figure now appeared full in front of the victori- 
ous champion, who brandished in his hand the 
up-lifted pole. The beast, as if aware of his 
Sanger, and expecting to he attacked in his turn, 
instantly took off the haf, and, • apparently in 
token of submission, tumbled heels over head at 
the feet of the conqueror. Meanwhile the po- 
pulace, terrified at the approach of ursa major, 
began to retire in a backward direction, still 
keeping the unsuccessful combatant in view, till 
they tumbled one after another over some loads of 
coal that happened to lie in the wa)\ The scene 
now became truly ludicrous ; forty people were 
down at a time, and there was not one but what 
imagined himself already in the gripe of the ir- 
ritated animal, and vociferated Murder with all 
his might. The Savoyards, who were, after all, 
the greatest sufferers by this tragi-comic repre- 
sentation, applied to the mayor, and demanded 
redress. The magistrate enquired where the 
fray happened, and was informed that it took 
place in Blue Boar-Lane, in the parish of St. 
Nicholas— the inhabitants of which have for 
many years been distinguished by theappella* 
tion of Nick's Huffs. " Oh !'* said he, u the 
people of that parish do just as they please ; they 
are out of my jurisdiction ;" and gravely dis- 
missed the disappointed complainants -r-It was 
two years before this company of itinerant per- 
formers again ventured to make their appearance 
in Blue Boar-Lane. On this occasion one who 
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happening to be rather before the rest,perceiving 
llr. Lambert sitting at his -door, gave notice to 
the others, who, deeading a repetition of the 

> treatment they had before experienced, instantly 
retreated by the way they had come. 

It was not xery long after the above adventure, 
that Mr. Lambert experienced an escape from a 
dapger infinitely more alarming, and from the 
consequences of which no human exertioqs couli) 
possibly have preserved him. He was op* of 
the numerous inhabitants of Leicester, whom 
the memorable conflagration at the house of a 
well-known bookseller, now resident in the me- 
tropolis, attracted to the spot. It was dark ; tbe 
fire was then raging in the utmost fury, and Mr. 
Lambert passed along under a wall, which, from 
tbe falling of the others to which it had once 
been joined, now stood completely detached. 
When he had reached the extremity, an ao 

- quaintance whom he accidentally found there, 
congratulated him on his narrow escape, at the 
«ame time pointing to the wall* Lambert, totally 
unconscious of the risk to which he had been 
exposed, and now standing in a line with the 
wall., observed with horror that it rocked to and 
fro like corn in the breeze, and npt many <#p r 
ments elapsed, ere it fell with a most tremendous 
crash- 

His father haying resigned tbe office of keej>£fl 
of the prison, AJr. Lambert succeeded to tjie sir. 
tuation. It was within a year after this appqintr 
©en* thfrt his bulfc received the greatest ami 
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most rapid increase. This he attributes to the 
confinement arid sedentary life to which he was 
now obliged to submit, wnich produced an ef- 
fect so much the more striking, as, from bis at- 
tachment to sporting, he had previously been in 
the habit of taking a good deal of exercise- 
Though he never possessed any extraordinary 
agility, he was still able to kick U> the height of 
.seven feet, standing on one leg. 

About the year 1793, when Mr. Lambert 
weighed thirty-two stone, he had occasion to 
visit Woolwich, in company with the keeper of the 
county gaol of Leicester. As the tide did not 
serve to bring them up again to London, he 
Walked from Woolwich to the metropolis, with 
much less apparent fatigue ihan several middle- 
sized men who were of the party. ' 

The inhabitants of Leicester are remarkable 
for their expertness in swimrning, an art which 
they are encouraged to practise by their vicinity 
to the river Soar. From the age of eight years 
Mr. Lambert was an excellent swimmer; and 
such was his celebrity, that about ten years ago 
all the young people in his native town, who were 
learning to swim, resorted to him for instruction. 
His power of floating, owing to- his uncommon 
bulk, was so great, that he could swim with two 
men of ordinary size upon his back. We have 
heard him relate, that on these occasions, when 
•ny of his young pupils manifested any timidity, 
he would convey them to the opposite bank of 
the river from that on which/they had laid their 
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clothes, and ihere leave them to find their wajF 
back as well as they could. By these means they 
aoon acquired that courage which is so indispen-, 
•ably necessary to the attainment of excellence 
in the art of swimming. 

M r. Lambert's father died about five years after . 
his son's appointment to be keeper of the prison,' 
which office he held till Easter 1805. In this 
situation he manifested a disposition fraught with 
humanity and benevolence. Whatever severity 
he might be under the necessity of exercising r 
towards the unhappy objects committed to his, 
care during their confinement, he never forebore^ 
to make the greatest exertions to assist them at t 
the time of their trials. Few left the prison . 
without testifying their gratitude, and tears often 
bespoke the sincerity of the feelings they ex- 
pressed. His removal from the office was in 
consequence of a wish on the part of the magis- , 
trates to employ the prisoners in the manufacture , 
of the town. As a proof of the approbation % 
which his conduct had merited, they settled 
upon him an annuity of 50l. for lif^, without 
any solicitation whatever; and,whatwas still more ] 
gratifying to his feelings, this grant was accom- 
panied with a declaration, that It was a mark of . 
their esteem, and of the universal satisfaction , 
which he had given in the discharge of the duties 
of iiis office. 

Such were the feelings of Mr. Lambert, that r 
no longer than a year ago, he abhorred the . 
very idea of exhibiting himself* Though t he 
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liVed exceedingly retired at Leicester, ttfe fame 
of his uncommon corpulence had spread over 
the adjacent country to such a degree, that he 
frequently found himself not a little incommoded 
by the curiosity of the pe6ple, which* it was im- 
j)bss'ibTe''t6 rfcpfess, aud which they were cbuti* 
iftfafly devising the means of gratifying, in spite 
of his reliKrten'ce. 

A gentleman travelling through Leicester con- 
ceived a strong desire to see this extraordinary 
phenomenon ; but, being at a loss for a pretext to 
introduce himself to Mr. Lambert, he first took 
care td en^uir^ what were his particular propen* 
sftieg. Being informed that he was a great cocker, 
th£ tr&velter thoughthimsfclf sure of success. He 
a6cbrdihg1y went to his house, knocked at the 
door, and enquired for Mt\ Lambert. The ser- 
vant answered th&t he was at home, but that he 
never saw stfring£rfc/ " Let him know," replied 
Ihe curious traveller, " that I called about somci 
cbcfci." Lambert, whd chancfed to be in a situ- 
ation: to overhear what passed, immediately re- 
joined: " Tell tftfe gentleman that t am a sky 
cock." 

"On 'another occasion, a gentleman from Not- 
tingham w&s extremely Importunate to see him, 
pretending that he had a particular favor to ask. 
After considerable hesitation, Mr. Lambert di- 
rected him to be admitted. On being introduced, 
he said he wifened to enquire the pedigree of 
a trertAin mare. « Oh ! if that's all," replied 
Mr. Lhmbert, perceiving, from his manner, the 
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real nature 'of his errand, " she was got by Ira* 
pertinence out of Curiosity." ' 

Finding, at length, that he must either sub* 
mit to be a close prisoner in his own house, or 
endure all the inconveniencies without receiving 
any of the profits of an exhibition, Mr. Lambert 
wisely strove to overcome his repugnance, 
and determined to visit the metropolis for that 
purpose. As it was impossible to procure a 
carriage large enough to admit him, he had ft 
vehicle constructed expressly to convey him to 
London, where he arrived, for the twenty-second 
ticue, in the spring of 1 806, and fixed his resi> 
derJee in Piccadilly. 

His apartments there had more the air. of a 
place of fashionable resort, than of an exbrbU 
tion ; and, as long as the town continued full, he 
was visited by a- great deal of the best company. 
The dread he felt on coming to London, lest he 
should be exposed to indignity and insult from 
the curiosity of some of bis visitors, was soon 
removed by the politeness and attention which, 
be universally experienced. There was not a 
gentleman in town from bis own county, but 
went to see him, pot merely gazing at him as a 
spectacle, but treating him in the most friendly 
and soothing manner, which, he has declared, 
is too deeply impressed upon his mind ever-to be 
forgotten* 

The spirit of politeness which always prevailed 
in the presence of Mr. Lambert, was such as, 

vol. 1. — no, i. c 
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jrai, perhaps, never observed on a similar occa- 
sion. The very Quakers by whom he was visited 
idt themselves morarf to take off their hats. It 
is/tjat natural to suppose that among the num- 
bers who chose to gratify their curiosity, some 
few: exceptions should* occur. Thus one day a 
person perceiving, previous to entering the 
room, that the: company . were unco vereJj ob- 
served tc| Mr. Lambert's attendant, that he 
wobtt not take offi his hat, evea if the king were 
present. This rude remark being uttered in the 
hearing of Mr. Lambert, he immediately replied, 
as the stranger entered s — * Then, by G — — *, Sir, 
you must instantly quit this room, as I do not 
consider it ns a mark of respeet doe to inyaelf, 
hut. to: the ladies and gentlemen ^who honour mt 
with ihei r company ." 

Many of the vbitors.seemed)iooapable of gra- 
tifying their curiosity to its fall extent, and called 
•gain and again to behold to what, an immense 
magnitude, the human. 6gnre is capable of attain- 
ing.; any, one: gentleman/ a banker in the city, 
jocosely observed, that he had fairly had a pound's 
woxth. 

. Mr. Lambert had the ptosure of receiving 
persons of ail descriptionsjmd oftallnatkms. He 
jfeasone day visited by laparty of fourteen, eight 
ladies and six gentlemen, veho expressed their 
joy at not being too late, as it was near the time 
jof cfosmg the door for ttoe day. They assured 
Jtim that they, had come fWm Guernsey, on pur- 
pose to convince themselves of' the existence 
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cxf wch a prodigy tts Mr. Lambert bud been do* 
scribed to be by one of their rieighbours, wbo» 
bad^een bnn ; adding, thai they bad not % veil 
one tingle friend or acquaintance ra London* 
90 that the y had no other motive whatever far 
their voyage.-rA 'striking illustration of thar 
pow&r of curiosity over the human mind. 

Great numbers of foreigners were gmtiftbA 
with the contemplation of a spectacle, uneqital* 
led, perhaps in any other country. Among* 
thefie a Frenchman, accompanied by a Jewry 
seemed extremely desirous, from motives best 
known to himself, of persuading Mr. Lambert 
to make aa excursion to the continent, and in- 
sinuating that under his guidance and manage*. 
stent be could not fail of obtaining the greatest 
success* " Vy you not go to France r^ said he> 
" I aim sore Buonaparte vklnwike .your fortune/ 
Supposing that such an mducemeot nkust prove 
inttftfetibte, he added: " Den Tont you go to 
Parish Lambert, who had too in neb good sensc^ 
tofee tbe dope of 'a designing Monmur^ rejoined 
in the emphatic style of a trae sob of John Bull> 
~* If I do, FH be d-^—ih" — « V*tywi rink of 
dat noArT cried the astonished Jew to his mor- 
tilted ahd disappointed companion. 

Among the mahy visitors of Mr. Latabf rfe thia 
celebrated Polish dwarf, Count Boruhwaki was 
not the least interesting. The Cduat, bfttritig 
made a fortmie by exhibiting his petson, ha* 
tttfrtd tb Durham id ^njoy thfe fruit of his eco- 
nomy. Though ttbw in bis sevfeaty-Srst year> 

c£ 
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he still possesses all the gracefulness; and viva* 
city* by. which hewas formerly characterized: 
Mr. Lambert, during bis apprenticeship at Bir- 
mingham, went several times to see Borulawski, 
and such was the strength of the Count's me* 
j&ory,* that be bad scarcely fixed his eyes upon 
him in Piccadilly before he recollected his face. 
After reflecting a moment, he exclaimed that he 
had seen; bis face .twenty years ago in Birming- 
ham, but it was not surely the. same body. This 
unexpected meeting of the largest and smallest 
man seemed to realise the fabled history of the 
inhabitant&of Lilliput and Brobdignag, particu- 
larly when Lambert rose for the purpose of af- 
fording the diminutive count a full view of his 
prodigious dimensions. In the course of conver- 
sation, Mr. Lambert asked what quantity of 
cloth the count required for a coat, and how 
many he thought his would make him.—" Not 
many;" answered Borulawski. " I take goot 
fcrge piece cloth myself— almost tree quarters of 
yard."-r At this rate one of Air. Lambert's sleeve* 
would be abundantly sufficient for the purpose. 
The count felt one of Mr. Lambert's leg* : " Ah 
mine Got \, he exclaimed : " pure flesh and 
blood. I feel de warm. No deception ! I am. 
pleased : for I didliear it was deception.", Mr, 
Lambert asked if his lady was alive; on which 
he replied : " No, she is dead/ and (putting his 
finger significantly to his nose) I am not very 
sorry, for when I affronted her, she put me on 
tjiet mantle-shelf for punishment." 
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The many character! tbat introduced them* 
selves to Mr. LembertY observation in the n^ 
tropolts furnished bin with a great number of 
aneedotes,which a retentive memory enables bio! 
ia relate with good effect. 

One day, the roofflbting rather crowded with 
company, a young (fain in the front, almost dos* 
to Mr. Lambert, made incessant use of one of 
those indispensable appendages of a tooderti 
bean, eaQed a quitting- glass. The conversation 
turned oh the changes of the weathtr, and ill 
what manner Mr. Lambert felt himself affected 
by them.—" What do yon dislike most ?' asfced 
the beau—" To be bored with a quieziikg-gtassf 
was the reply. 

A person asking htm in a very rude way thi 
cost of one of his coats, he returned hita n6 an- 
swer. The man repeated the questioh With thffc 
ebservatron, that be thought he had 1 a right to 
demand any information, having contributed btl 
*hHHng, which would help to pay for Mr. Lam- 
bert's coat aa' well as the rest. " Sir/ 9 rejoined 
Lambert, " if I knew what part of my next coat 
your shilling would pay for/ I can assure you t 
would cot oat the piece." 

On another occasion a lady was particularly 
solicitous to have the same question resolved} 
" Indeed, Madam," answered Mr. Lambert, " t 
caimot preteod to charge my memory with thi 
price, but I can put yon into a method of obtain* 
ing the information you want. If you think 

c* 
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proper to make me a present of a new coat, yo* 
will then know exactly what it* coats." 

A person, who had the appearance of a gen- 
tleman, one day took the liberty of asking seve- 
ral impertinent questions. Mr/ Lambert looked 
him sternly in his face, but without making any 
reply. A lady now entered- the room, and Lam- 
]bert entered, into conversation with her,, on 
which the same person observed that he was more 
polite to ladies than to gentlemen. " I can as- 
sure you. Sir," answered Mr. Lambert," thatl con- 
sider it my duty to treat with equal politeness all 
those whose behaviour convinces me that they 
*re gentlemen/— " I suppose/' rejoined the 
querist, " you mean to infer that I am no gen- 
tleman/' — 4t Thatl certainly did," was the reply. 
JJot yet abashed .by this reproof, he soon after, 
wards ventured to ask another question, of a si- 
milar nature with the preceding. Irritated at 
these repeated violations of decency, which be- 
spoke a deficiency of good sense as well as good 
fnanners, Mr. Lambert fixed bis eyes full upon 
the stranger: u . You came into this room, Sir, 

by the door, but -" — " You mean to say/* 

continued the other, looking at the window, 
" that I may possibly make my exit by some 
other way/' — " Begone this mwaent/f thundered 
i Lambert, " or b^ G— d FJI throw you into Picca- 
dilly."— .No second injunction .was necessary to 
lid him of this obnoxious guest. 

fl&et; a residue of about five months in th* 
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metropolis, . where we believe his success was 
folly adequate to his most sanguine expectations, 
Mr. Lambert returned in September, 1806, to 
his native town. 

We shall now proceed to state what we have 
been able to collect relative to the habits, man- 
ners, and propensities, of this extraordinary man. 

It is not improbable that incessant exercise in 
tbe open air, in the early part of bis life, laid 
the. foundation of an uncommonly healthy con- 
stitution. Mr, Lambert scarcely knew what it was 
to be ailing or indisposed. His temperance, no 
(Joubt, • contributed towards this uninterrupted 
flow of health. His food differed in no respect 
from that of other people : he ate with modera- 
tion, and of one dish only at a time. He never 
drank any other beverage than water, and though 
at one period of his life he seldom spent an even- 
ing at home, but with convivial parties, he never 
could be prevailed upon to join his companions 
in their libations to the jolly god. One of the 
qualifications that strongly tended to promote har- 
mony and conviviality was possessed in an emi- 
nent degree by ftjr. Lambert. He had a fine, 
powerful, melodious voice. It was a strong tenor, 
unlike that of a fat man, light and unembarras- 
sed, and. the articulation perfectly clear. 

. Mr. Lambert's height was five feet eleven inches, 
and in June 1805, he had attained the enormous 
weight of fifty stone, four pounds. He never 
felt any pain ia his progress towards his greatest 

bulk, hut increased gradually and imperceptibly. 
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Before be grew bulky he never knew what it wee 
ta be out of wind. It is evident to all those who 
were acquainted with him, that he had no op 4 
pression on the lungs from fat, or any other 
cause i and Dr. Heaviside has expressed his opi- 
nion that his life was as good as that of any other 
healthy man. He conceived himself that he 
cobld walk a quarter of a mile, was able to go up 
stairs with great ease, and without inconvenience, 
and notwithstanding his excessive corpulence, 
could not oniy stoop without trouble to write, but 
even kept up an extensive correspondence, in- 1 
stottuch thai bis writing table resembled thetlesk 
of a merchant's counting-house. 
. Mr* Lambert slept less than the generality of 
mankind, being never more than eight hours in 
bed. He was never inclined to drowsiness either 
ajtej? dinner, or in any other part of the day \ 
and such was the vivacity of his disposition, thai 
be was always the last person to retire to rest r 
which he never did before one o'clock* He 
slept without having his head raised more than 
is usual with other men, and always with the win- 
dow open. His respiration was so perfectly free 
and unobstructed, that he never snored, and what 
is not a little extraordinary, he could awake]with* 
in five minutes of any time be pleased. All the 
secretions were carried on in him with the 6ame 
facility as in any other person. 

We have already adverted to Mr. Lambert's 
fondness for hunting, coursing, racing, "fishing, 
and cocking* He was likewise well-known in hi* 
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neighbourhood as a great otter-hunter. Till 
within these few years he was extremely active 
in all the sports of the field, and though he was 
prevented by his corpulence from partaking 
in them, he still bred cocks, setters, and poin- 
ters, which he had brought to as great, or per- 
haps greater, perfection than any other sporting 
>chaiacter of the present day. At the time when 
terriers were the vogue, he possessed no less than 
thirty of them at once. The high estimation in 
which the animals of his breeding were held by 
sporting amateurs-, was fully evinced in the sale . 
of the dogs which he brought with him to Lon- 
don, and which were disposed of at Tattersal's 
at the following prices ? Peg, a black setter 
bitch, forty-one guineas ; Punch, a setter dog, 
twenty-six guineas; Brush, ditto, seventeen 
guineas ; Bob, ditto, twenty guineas ; Bounce, 
ditto, twenty-two guineas ; Sam, ditto, twenty- 
six guineas ; Bell, ditto, thirty-two guineas ; — 
Charlotte, a pointer bitch, twenty-two guineas ; 
Lucy, ditto, twelve guineas.— *-Total, €18 gui-. 
neas. Mr. Mellish was the purchaser of the 
seven setters, and Lord Kinnaird of the two 
pointers. 

. If Mr. Lambert had a greater attachment to 
one kind of sport than another, it was to racing, 
for which he always manifested a peculiar pre- 
ference. He was fond of riding himself, before 
bis weight prejirenle^ him from enjoying that ex- 
ercise ; and it was his opinion, founded on expe 
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rience, that the more blood and the better fthorad* 
was bred, the better he carried him. 

During his residence in London, Mr. Lambert 
found himself in no wise affected by tbe change 
of air, unless he ought to attribute to that cause 
an occasional, momentary, trifling depression of 
spirits in a morning, such as he had felt oh hi* 
recover; from inflammatory attacks, which were 
the only kind of indisposition he ever remember* 
ed to have experienced. 

The extraordinary share of health lie en* 
joyed was not the result of any unusual pre- 
caution on his part, as he had in many instance* 
accustomed himself to the total neglect of thorn 
means by which men in general endeavour to 
preserve that inestimable blessing. Asa proof 
of this tbe following fact is related from his 
own Ups. Before his increasing sitae prevented 
his partaking in the sports of the field, fee never 
could be prevailed apoB, when he returned borne 
at night from these excursion*, to eh**g£ &ojr 
part of his clothes, however wet they might be j 
and he put them on again the next mornmgy 
though they Were perhaps ato thoroughly soaked, 
as to leave behind them their mark .on the floor* 
NotwithstiMufcig tbt»> ht never knew what it 
was to take, cold. Qno*e of these occasions be 
was engaged with a party of young men in a 
boat, in drawing a pond. Knowing that a prin- 
cipal part of this diversion always consists in 
lousing each other as much aa possible, Lam* 
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bert, before he entered the boat, walked, in his 
clothes, wp to his chin into the water. He re- 
mained the whole of the day in this condition, 
which to any other man must have proved into- 
lerably irksome. At night, on retiring to bed, 
he stripped off shiu<antiall, and the next morn- 
ing, putting on his clothes again, wet as they 
Were> he resumed the diversion with the rest of 
his companions. Nor was this all ; for lying 
down in the bottom of the boat, he took a com- 
fortable nap for a couple of hours, and though 
the weather was rather severe, he experienced 
no kind of inconvenience from what might justly 
be considered as extreme indiscretion. 

It would have been an interesting specula- 
tion to try how far a certain regimen might tend 
to reduce Mr. Lambert's excessive bulk, which, 
however healthy he mightlse, could bwt be pro- 
ductive of some inconveniencci besides depriv- 
ioghimof enjoyments to which he-w*s passum- 
-ately attached . The amrals of medicine farnwk 
•a v^ry remarkable instance of this sort, and 
though the person bore no resenlbfonee, except 
in bulky to Mr* Lfembert,yetthe analogy ie suffix 
cientty st* ikiftg to induce a belief 'that the adop- 
tion of *a simitar method wooM *e attewded-with 
similar tiffed*. The case to whieh <We allude is 
that of Mr. Thomas Wood, a miller, of Bttieri* 
oay, in Essex, which is related in the second 
volume of Medical IVansaetions by Sir George 
Baker. Mr. Wood, after passing the pre* 
ceding part of his life in eating and drinking 
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without weight or measure, found himself, id 
the year 1764, and in the 45th year of his age, 
overwhelmed with a complication of the most 
painful and terrible disorders, in the catalogue 
were comprehended frequent sickness of the sto- 
mach, pain in the bowels, bead-ache and ver- 
tigo ; he had an almost constant thirst, a great 
lowness. of spirits, fits of the gravel, violent 
rheumatism, and frequent attacks of the gout, 
also two epileptic fits. To4his copious list of 
diseases were added, a formidable sense of suf- 
focation, particularly after meals, and an extreme 
corpulence of person. On reading the life of 
Carnaro, /recommended to his perusal by the 
Rev* Mr. Powley, a worthy clergyman in his 
neighbourhood, he immediately formed a resow 
]ution_to follow the salutary precepts inculcated 
and exemplified in that performance. .He pru- 
dently, however, did not make a. sudden change 
in his manner of living; but finding the good 
effects of his new regimen, after proper grada- 
tions both with respect to the quantity and qua*- 
Jity of his meat and drink, he finally left off the 
.use of all fermented liquors on tbe 4th of Janu- 
ary, 1765, when he commenced water-drinker. 
He did not even long, indulge himself even in 
\his last innocent beverage;, for on the 25th 
of October following, having found himself 
easier and better on having accidentally dined 
that day without drinking, he finally took his 
leaye of that aijd every other kind ' of drink 
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not having tasted a single drop of any liquor w!iat J 
soever, excepting only what be had occasionally 
taken In the form of medicine, and two glasses and 
a half of water drank on the 9th of May* 1769; 
from that date tilt August 42, 1771, the dkj'otl 
which Sir Geoirge Baker drew up this account. ' 
With respect to soli J nutriifcent, the 31st of 
the year 1767, was- the last time of his eatmg 
any kind of animal food. In its room be sob^ 
stituted a single dish, of which he made only 
two meals in the twenty- four hours ; one at four 5 
©t fire in the morning, and the other at noon; 
This consisted of pudding,- (of which he eat * 
pound and a half,) made of three pints of skim- 
med milk, poured boiling hot on a pound of sea-* 
^scuitover night, to which two eggs were added 
next moniirtg, and the whole boiled in a elottf 
atottFteh hoar. Finding this diet too nutritious/ 
and hftvtog grown fat during the use of it, he? 
dfreV out the eggs and milk, and formed a new 
edition of pudding, consisting only of a pound 
of coarse* flitor, and a pint of water boiled to** 
gfcttie* He Was at first much delighted with this! 
new recipe, and lived upon it three months ; 
B6f finding it not Easily digestible, he finally 
fbttM48 A tatfess, whieb ever afterwards constituted! 
the whole of his nourishment, composed of a? 
pound of the 1 test flour, boiled to a proper stiff* 
ties* *itft a pitti and a half of skimmed milky 
without any Other addition; 
- S*dS was- the regime* of diet; as agreeable' to 
Us palate as hh former food used to be, bf 

i 
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ftieans of which, with a considerable share o£ 
exercise, Mr. Wood got rid of the incumbrance 
of ten or eleven stone of distempered flesh and 
fat ; and, to use his own expression, " was me- 
^morphosed from a monster to a person of mo- 
derate size : from the condition of an unhealthy 
d^crepid old man, to j«crfect health, and to the 
Tigor and activity of youth; 9 ' his spirits lively, 
bis sleep undisturbed, and fars strength of mu*-, 
cles so far improved, that he could carry a quar- 
ter of a ton weight, which he in vain attempted 
to perform when he was about the age of thirty, 
and in perfect health. 

. We leave to medical men to decide what would 
he the probable result of a like procedure with 
respect to Mr. Lambert; but, for our own partj 
we cannot forbear thinking that, with his healthy 
constitution and less advanced agents consequent 
ces would be infinitely more striking and beneficial. 
-. In order to shew how far Mr. Lambert sur- 
passed all other men who have hitherto been dis- 
tinguished for bulk and corpulence, we shall sub- 
join a brief account of some who have been par- 
ticularly remarkable on -this score. • 

Mr. John Love, in the early part ?f his life was 
placed with Mr. Ryhtnd, an engraver, on whose 
death he returned to his relations \n the .county of 
Dorset. At this time be was extremely thin, and, 
at length, became, so meagre, that Jbiis . friends 
were apprehensive of his foiling into a consump- 
tion. By the advice of physicians lie was. pro* 
vided with every kinpl of nu^pit^s food, which 
led him into such habit^of easqainvd iad^ilgcjnfe, 
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that he resigned himself entirely to the pleasures 
of the table. Having commenced business as m 
bookseller at Weymouth, be gave full scope to 
his propensity for good living, and soon grew as 
remarkably heavy and corpulent, as he was before 
•light and slender.v His bulk, probably from the 
extraordinary contrast in his appearance, excited 
.the astonishment of every spectator, though bit 
weight did- not exceed twenty-six stone, or 564 
pounds. At length, suffocated by fat, he paid the 
debt of nature, in the forty-first year of his age, 
and was buried at Weymouth, in October, 179$* 
- Mr. Palmer, who kef>t the Golden-Lkm Inm, at 
Brooipfcon, in Kent, was a man of uncommon 
corpulence, and during Mr. Lambert's residence 
in London, be was induced to visit the metro- 1 
polis for the purpose of seeing him. Mr. Pal* / 

mer weighed twenty-five stone, or 350 pounds, \ 

and though it is said that five ordinary men might 
have been buttoned in bis waistcoat, he appeared 
of diminutive siae when placed beside Mr. Lam- 
bert. He did not survive his journey more than 
three weeks ; and at his funeral it was found ne- 

9 

cessary to take out the windows of the tap-room, 
tp make a passage .for the coffin out of the house, 
from which it was conveyed to the place of in- 
terment in a waggon, as no hearse could be pro* 
cured sufficiently capacious to admit it, 
„ But the man who approached the nearest to 
the dimensions .of Mr. Lambert, was Edward 
Bright, a grocer of Maiden, in Essex. Many 
of Mr. Blight's ancestor were remarkably fat; 

*.a ■ ....■*.. .-\ ■ j 
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gpf) l\e JjUw^f ?w 50 Jfcrge Md lifety when • 
fcoj, tb&t, gt the *ge of twelve years and a half, 
fef weighed tea stone four pounds, or 144 
ppqpds. He continued to encrease as J^e grew 
Hjb so ih^t, before he was twenty, he weighed 
t^fntjrfpur stone. The last time he was weighs 
pc), tyhich was about thirteen months before hit 
fteptfi* bis weight, deducing that of his clothea, 
J3QB forty-one stone, ten pounds. It was mani- 
fest to hiiwelf apd to every ope about him, tba| 
lie contitmed to grow bigger aftqr this periody 
fad if we take the tame proportion by which 
^e lutd eqcreased for npany years upon an 
fiY^rage, namely, two stones year, arid allow ad 
gctfjuipn pf only four pounds for the last year, 
q# ftceo^al of the link exercise be took, while 
Uifte J»pd dranK as before, this prill bring hiiq 
|* forty-four *ai\e,or 616 pounds, at the time 
♦#&W <foalh$ which, in the opinion of many in* 
tsftgepl people, who knew biin wall, woa ae* 
CflWted a wry fair and moderate computation* 
M*> ft«igkt was five feet nine inches and a half 
t$§U : bis. body round the chest, just under the 
fUM* tpeasured five feet six inches, and round 
ffeftbfilly six feet eleven inches. His firm in the 
middle wa$ two feet two inches about, and bis 
kg two feet eight inches. He was always strong 
and active, took much exercise from bit child* 
tood tiH the two or llyree last years of his life> 
then he became too unwieldy. He possessed 
great strength of muscles, could walk very well 
«r4 nimbly, and could. «ot only ride on horse- 
back, but would Hsoaaetimes gallop, even after be 
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had attained the weight- of between -thirty a*d T 
forty stone. He used to go to London, a dis J 
tanceof forty miles, till the journey proved too 
fatiguing, and he relinquished the practice soma 
years before he died. By this time he had grourti r 
to such a size, as to- excite the notice and won- 
der of all as he passed along the streets. In the 
tost year or two he could walk but a short dis* 
t&oce, being soon tired and out of breath ; 'triP 
veiling abroad but little, and that in a chaise. ■ 
t Mr. Bright had always a good appetite, knd 
YJhen a youth, was rather remarkable for that 
particular. Though he .cont inued to eat heartily, 
qud with a good relish after he grew up, yet he 
4id not take a greater quantity of food than many 
other men who are said to have good stomachs* 
As to his drink, though he did not take any li- 
quor to an intoxicating degree, yet, upon the 
whole, he perhaps drank more than prudence 
would have dictated to a man of bis excessively 
corpulent disposition. When. a very young man*' 
l)e was fond of ale and strong beer ; but for 
many years his chief liquor was small beer, of 
Vhich he usually drank a gallon, a day. With* 
respect toother liquors be was extremely mode- 
rate, when alone, sometimes drinking half a pint 
of wine, or a little punch after dinner, and sel- 
dom exceeding his quantity ; but when be wa* 
in company, he did not confine himself to so 
small an allowance. 

For. the greatest part of his life, Mr. Bright 
enjoyed a very good state of health. During 
the last.three years, however, he was seized, more 
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$f}B oppft, witbaa irfaftAtatio* Ifl hie leg, at* 
ttntfecl vnith a f@r<r> and sych a disposition to naop* 
t*$?4tta&. ** *9 make it; n#oessaxy to scarify the 
j^t. % thi* expedient, and by the aid of fo- 
ip^ntatipBsaQd Weeding, he Was always soon re-' 
li$$efL Whenever be waa Wed, \*e was alway* 
apftua^oined to have two pounds taken away at a 
tim? f and h$ ¥*s got more sensible of the loss of 
a^b a quantity* than an ordinary man is of that 
of twelve or fourteen ounces. 
; ; Ii|r. Bright married at the age of twenty-two ; 
Ije.liv^d in the eonjugal state upwards of seven 
y/earf* during which be bad five children born, 
and -4eft bis wife pregnant with the sixth; j\n 
apuable mind inhabited his overgrown 1>ocIy. He 
was of a cheerful temper, a Kind husband, a ten- 
der father, a good master, a friendly neighbor, 
and an honest man ; so that it cannot be surpriz* 
I9g if he was universally beloved and respected, 
v His last illness, which lasted about a fortnight, 
ifas.a miliary fever. It began with a strong in- 
flammatory symptom, a very troublesome cough, 
difficulty of breathing, and the eruption was ex- 
tremely violent. For some days he was thought 
to be relieved ia the other symptoms by {be 
eruption ; but it cannot be mutter of wonder that 
bis constitution, \ias not able to withstand a dis- 
ease which proves fatal to marly who appear 
much more fit to grapple with it. He died 09 
the 10th of November, 1750, in tbe thirtieth* 
year of bis age, 

His body began to putrefy very soon aftetf 
trifcuh, notwithstanding the Qooloess of the wear 
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ffoer, and the very next day became extremely 
offensive. The coffin was three feet six inches, 
broad at the shoulders, and upwards of three feet 
ia depth. A way was cut through the wall and 
stair-case to let it down jnto the shop. It was • 
drawn to the church on a low-wheeled carriage, 
by ten or twelve men, and was let down into the 
grave by an engine fixed up in the church for 
that purpose, amidst a vast concourse of spect** 
tors, not only from the town, but from tbe coun- 
try for several miles round. After his death a 
wager was laid, that five men, twenty-one years 
of age, could be buttoned in his waistcoat. It 
was decided on the 1st of December 1750, at tbe 
Brack Bulr, at Maiden, when not only five men f 
as proposed, but seven men were enclosed in it, 
without breaking a stitch, or straining a button ! 
Instances of a sudden and rapid encrease in 
bulk, QQt less extraordinary than that of Mr. 
Lambert, . have likewise been observed in chiU 
dren, and even infants. In the year J 780, a 
phenomenon of this kind was publicly exhibited 
in London, in tbe person of Thomas Hills Eve« 
sit, born in February, 1779- The child's father 
conducted a paper mill by the side of Enfield 
Marsh, and- was about thirty-six ye^rs of age; 
the mother was forty-twS, of a healthy habit, 
but neither of the parents was remarkable for 
sine or stature. Thomas w^s their fifth child, 
and lite eldest of the three living in 1780 was 
twelve years old, and rather small of his age ; but 
the paternal grandfather was of a size larger than 
. ordinary. Tbey had another son of uncommon 
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proportion, who died oiF tlie measles in January, 
1774, at the age of fifteen months. 

Thomas was not remarkably large when born> 
but began, when six weeks oId,to grow apace, and . 
attained a most extraordinary size. At the age 
of uine months and- two weeks, his dimensions 
were taken by Mr. Sherwen,.an ingenious* sus- 
geon residing at Enfield, and compared with 
those of a lusty boy seven years old. The re- 
salt was as follows : — 

t DiuacuflioMof the child. Of the b^y. 

iMhes. Inches. 

Girth-round the wrist - ... - fix— 41 

. • v above the elbow - - - - Bf — 6| 

/ . .of the leg near the ancle - - 9| — 6£ ' 

» . . . . calf of the leg - • - 12 — 9 

#; . . round the thigh - - . - 18— IQ| 

• small of the back - 24—22 

. . . under the arm-pits and across 

' the breast - - - - - --- 22£— 24 

i Mr. Sherwcn who, in November, 1779, trans- 
mitted the above account to Mr. Planta, secre- 
tary of the Royal Society, added, that, he should 
have, been glad to have given the solid contents 
of animal substance, but was prevented by the 
vulgar prejudice entertained- by the mother 
against weighing children. He could therefore 
only say. that, when she exposed to view his legs, 
thighs, and broad, back, it was impossible to be 
impressed with any other idea, than that of see- 
ing a young giant. His weight was, however, 
guessed at nine stone* and bis height at this pe- 
riod was three feet one inch and a quaj&er* 



MS. DANIEL LAMBERT. 33 

The child was soon afterwards conveyed to the 
house of a relation in Great Turnstile, Holborn J 
but the confined situation had such an effect on 
his health, that it urns found necessary to carry 
him back to his native air. His extraordinary size 
tempted bis parents to remove him again to the 
metropolis, and to exhibit him to the publico 
His dimensions, as stated in the band-bilk dis- 
tributed at the place of exhibition, and under a 
print *f Mrs* Everiit and her son, published til 
January 1780, were taken when he was eleven 
months old. His height was then three feet thrc* 
inches ; his girth round the breast, two feet si* 
Inches ; the loins, three feet one inch ; the thigh, 
one feet ten inches.; the leg, one foot two inches 
the arm, eleven inches and a half.; the wrist, 
nine inches. He was well-proportioned all over, 
and -subsisted entirely on the breast. Hiscoun* 
tena^ce was comely, but had rather more ex* 
preasion than is usual at his.age, and was exceed* 
ingly pleasing, from his being uncommonly 
good-tempered. He had very fine hair, pure 
•kin, free from any blemish, wasextremely4ivelyj 
and had a bright clear eye. His head was ra* 
ther smaller io proportion than his other parte* 
From the^e circumstances Mr. Shevwen ventured 
to prognosticate that lie was as likely to arrive 
at maturity, accidental diseases excepted, as any 
child be ever saw* This opiuion might, undoubti 
edly, have been well founded ; notwithstanding* 
4the child's death, which took place about the 
middle of 1780, before he had attained the age 
of eighteen months. 
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u Children of remarkably large growth," says 
the -Rev* Mr* Lysons, id his Environs of London, 
* have frequently been exhibited to the public, 
but generally at the age of five or six years. In 
■178% a gigantic child, whose name was Isaac 
Butterfield, bom at Keighley, near Leeds, Fe* 
Vruary 20, 1781, was exhibited in Spring Gar* 
dens. In November, 1782, he measured, (ao 
cording to the advertisement in the public papers,) 
three feet in height, thirteen inches round tlwj 
Arm, two feet two inches round bis thigh, ux* 
Jeen inches round the shoulders, and weighed 
pear a hundred weight. These dimension?, if 
they may be depended on, exceed those 4fef 
Everitt. The child died in Spring Gardens, J?&t 
fcruary 1, 1783. w 

We here take our leave of Mr. Lambert, ibr 
whom, as undoubtedly the greatest man in the 
British empire, the first piaffe io our gallery .will 
not he thought inappropriate. The \etm greatest 
WiW not, it is presumed, be thought misapplied 
when it is known that he measured three yardg 
four inches ronnd the body, and one yard one 
inch, round the leg, And that a suit of his. clothqi 
cost about twenty pounds. As it is generally 
agreed that nothing is calculated to produce . a 
stronger effect than a judicious contrast* !*e shall 
next introduce to notice a character who passes 
for one of the smallest men, if not the most diroi? 
nutive,in his majesty's dominions. 
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A STRIKING proof, if any were wanted, that 
the modifications of human stature are de- 
pendent on circumstances which have hitherto 
eluded all investigation, is afforded by the .cele- 
brated dwarf, whose adventures we are bow 
about to record. Though he forms, a perfect 
* contrast with the subject of tbe preceding article 
in regard to bodily figure, yet there is a consi- 
derably resemblance between them as to intelfo* 
tual powers. To soundness of understanding, 
quickness of apprehension, and solidity of judg- 
ment, Boruwla^ki moreover unites th^t fascinat- 
ing ease and elegance of deportment which can 
only be acquired by intercourse with the highest 
classes of polished society ; an advantage which 
his uncommonly diminutive size has, during the 
whole course of his life, never failed to procure 
him. 

Joseph Boruwlaski, . commonly called Count 
Boruwlaski, was born in the vicinity of ChaJiez, 
in Polish Russia, in November 1739. His pa- 
tents were of the middling sizq, an,d had a family 
of six children five sons and one daughter* La 
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consequence of one of tHose freaks of Nature, 
for wbiehrir-4*^ impossible to account,' three of 
the sons, when full grown, exceeded the middle 
stature, while the other two, and the daughter, 
only attained that of children at the age of four 
or five years. The eldest son, born in 1728, 
reached the height of three feet six inches : he 
possessed a healthy constitution, and uncommon 
strength and vigor for his size. Having lived a 
long time with the Castellane Inowloska, his con- 
duct was such as to gain her esteem, and finding 
that his ability and good sense were riot inferior to 
his integrity, she at length entrusted him with the? 
Stewardship and management df her affairs. The 
second son was of a weak artd delicate frame : he 
died at the age of twenty-six, being at that time 
five feet ten inches high. Joseph- Wife the third 
child, and those thit came after him were alter 4 * 
nately tall and short. His sister died of th4 
smallpox' at twenty-tWo, when she was nt> more 
than two feet two inches in height. 

'At the moment of Joseph's birth-, there wa* 
every reason to believe that he would be extremely 
short, as he measured only eight inches. Not-> 
Withstanding his diminutive size, he was neither 
weak nor puny: on the contrary, his fetotlttf 
who suckled him herself, frequently declared] 
that none of her children gave her less trouble. 
He walked, and was able to speak, at about the 
same age as other infants, and his progressive 
growth was as follows: at 1 one year, fourteen 
inches ; at she, seventeen inches*; at, -ten, twenty 
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bne Uiohes ; at fifteen, twenty-five inches ; a*t twerir 
ty, twenty-eight inches; at twenty-fiye, tbirty-five 
inches; at thirty, thirty-nine iuches. At thif 
size he remained fixed, without having .since en- 
<jreased one-eighth of an inch- .SiUfle pat^ur 
ralists have maintained, that dwarfs .cootinye to 
grow during their whole lives; but the falsehpq4 
of this assertion is proved by the e^apjpje of Jo- 
seph Boruwlaski and that of his brother, iwho 
both grew till the age of thirty, and tben ceased 
to increase in stature. 

The young. Boruwlaski had scarcely ^ote^ 
his eighth year, when his father died, leaving bin 
widow with six children, and a v/ery^m&U, por- 
tion of the favors of fortune. Before thip evenf 
ithe Starostina de Caoditz, a feroaje friend of 
Madame Boruwlaski, had qftea manifested gr^t 
affection for Joseph, and solicited his. parent to 
commit his education Jtp her care, £he now 
availed herself of the embarrassed circumstances 
of the family to repeat her .offers t;o his mother, 
who. consulting only the happiness of her chilc^ 
consented with pain to the separation. 

The lady accordingly took h>m to her estate, 
which was not far distant from the residence of bis 
•mother. For four yefcrsshe fulfilled with scrupu- 
lous fidelity the charge she had u^4ertaken : flip 
conduct of her proieg6 Yf as such as. to secure her 
attachment, and he appeared to be fixed .with h$r 
nEar ever, when an unexpected circumstance 
changed his situation. . His patroness, a lately pf 
large fortune, was a widow, who, though #&t 
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young, still possessed a considerable portion of 
personal charms. The Count de Tarnow, whose 
affairs had brpught him into the neighborhood, 
paid his addresses to her, and prevailed upon he* 
to give him her hand. A few months after their 
marriage, the Countess de Tarnow imagined her- 
self pregnant. On this occasion the happy cou- 
ple received the congratulations of all their 
friends, and, among the rest of the Countess 
Huraieska. That lady, distinguished for her 
birth, her wealth, and personal accomplishments, 
had an estate contiguous to that of the Starostina, 
at whose house she had frequently seen the young 
Boruwlaski, and had often declared how de- 
lighted she should be to take him with her to 
Warsaw. Being one day with the Count and 
Countess de Tarnow, she took an opportunity of 
turning the conversation to the dangers to which 
pregnant females are exposed, and asked the count 
whether he was not under some apprehensions 
for his lady, from Boruwlaski being continually 
in her sight, and whether he was not afraid lest 
this circumstance might affect the child of 
•which she was pregnant. Perceiving that what 
*he said made a considerable impression, she ad- 
duced a great number of facts calculated to en- 
crease their uneasiness. She concluded with ad- 
vising them to part with their little friend, offer- 
ing at the same time to take him under her 
protection, and promising that she would endea- 
vor to make him happy* Whether this advice 
was given with sincerity, or was the remit of the 
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countess's desire to have Boruwlaski about her 
j>erson, it is impossible for us to decide. It pro- 
educed, however, the effect she wished, and with 
his consent, he was transferred by his former be- 
nefactors to the Countess Humieska. 

With her he departed in a few days for her estate. 
at Rychty, in Podolia, wjiere they staid six 
months. Having formed a design of making 
the tour of Germany and France, the countess 
resolved to make him the companion of her travels, 
and after some necessary preparations, he se£ 
out with her at the age of fifteen for Vienna. 
Here he had the honor of being presented to the 
empress-queen, Maria Theresa, who was pleased 
to say, that he far exceeded all the accounts shjs 
had beard of him, and that he was one of the 
most astonishing beings she had ever beheld. 
That great princess was at this period at \ ar 
with the king of Prussia, and Boruwlaski, being 
one day in her apartment when her courtiers 
were complimenting her on a victory obtained 
by4aer army, the empress asked him his opinion 
of the Prussian monarch. " Madam/' replied' 
he, " I have not the honor to know him ; but 
were I in his place, instead of waging an useless 
war against you, I would come to Vienna, and 
pay my respects to you, deeming it a thousand 
times , m<ire glorious to gain your esteem and 
friendship, than to obtain the most complete 
victories over your troops." Her majesty, who 
seemed highly delighted at this reply, caught 
Boruwlaski in her arms, and told his patroness 
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tSiat she thdught her very happy in having suctV 
a pleasing companion in he* travels. 

On another occasion when, according to he* 
desire, he had performed a Polish dance in the? 
presence of this sovereign, she took him on her 
Tap, caressed him, and asked him, arafong many 
other questions, what he thought most curious 
aiid interesting at Vienna. He answered, that 
he had sfeen in that city many things worthy of 
a traveller's admiration, but rtothing seemed so 
ao extraordinary as 1 what be at that moment be-< 
held. « And urtiat is that ?' enquired her ma-> 
jesty. " To see go little a* mat* oil the lap of so 
great a wtom&li/' replied Boruwlaski. This an-* 
swer procured him fresh caresses. — --—The e»-» 
press wore a( ring, on which, was her cypher ii* 
briilianfts^ of the. most exquisite Workmanship* 
His hand being accidentally irt hers, he seemed 
fo be looking attentively at the ring, which she 
fefc^iving, asked whether th«_ cypher was pretty. 
* I b£g your majesty's pardon," replied Boruw- 
taski, €t it is» not.the ring that I am looking at, 
feu* the hand, which I beseech your permission 
16 kiss." With these wordg he raised it to his 
Up*. The empress seemed highly pleased at 
this little specimen of gallantry, and would have 
presented him wiih the ring which gave occasion 
ia it, but as it Was much too large, she called 
a young lady, five or six years old, who was 
then in the apartment; and taking a very fine 
diamond frorn he* finger, put it on Boruwlaski's, 
This young lady tyas tho. unfortunate Maria Anr 
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toihetta, afterwards * queeo of France ; and as 
may be easily imagined Boruwlaski has preserv- 
ed this jewel with religious care. 

The kind notice' of the empress procured him 
the attention of her whole coui£, and the marked 
kindness of . prince Kaunitz was particularly 
grateful to his feelings. $o far, however, from 
being seduced by the favors bestowed on him, v 
or the pleasures procured him, Boruwlaski was 
sometimes oppressed by sensations of the most 
painful kind, conscious that he was only looked 
upon by others as a puppet, a little more perfect, 
it is true,and better organized tK3n they common- 
ly are, but at any rate, as nothing better than an 
animated toy. 

During a residence of six months at Vienna, 
the Countess Humieska availed herself of the 
opportunity to have her little charge instructed 
in dancing by M. Angelipf, the ballet-master to 
the court, who afterwards obtained such cele- 
brity by his extraordinary professional talents 
and his taste for literature. Though Boruwlaski 
had not time to improve himself a£ much as he 
wished, yet his benefactress could not forbear 
testifying her satisfaction at the progress he had 
made. 

From the Austrian metropolis the . travellers 
proceeded to Munich, where jthey were most gra- 
ciously received by the Elector of Bavaria, and 
where the countess's little companion excited no 
less curiosity than he had done at Vienna. They 
next repaired to Luneville, at that time the resi~ 

£3 
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dence of Sanislaus Leczinski, the dethroned king 
of Poland, who, as a compensation for the Po- 
lish crown had heen put in possession of the duke* 
doms of Lorraine and Bar. 

By this venerable monarch, now eighty years 
$f age, the ttavellers were received with his ac- 
customed botmty and affability, and being of hit 
own ctiurttry,' they were, by his order, lodged 
in his palace. With this prince lived, the ft* 
toons B6b6, who was till then Considered the 
most extraordinary dwarf that was ever seen. 

B6b6, whose real name was Nicholas Ferry> 
Mas botn at Plaisnes, in the department of tlie 
Vosges, in Brance. His father and mother were 
well made, notwithstanding which, when he 
eame into jhe world, he was , only eight or nine 
ifiches in length, and weighed but twelve ounces. 
He was, besides, extremely delicate. A wooden 
fthoe served him for a cradle. His mouth was 
so small, that he could never suck his mother ; 
a she-goat was obliged to supply her place, and 
he had ho other nurse than that animal, which 
stemed to entertain an affection for him. He 
had the small-pox at six months, and the goat's, 
milk was his only nourishment, his only medicine. 
When eighteen months old he began to speak, 
and at two years he walked almost without assis- 
tance, tt was then that his first shoes were made, 
Ifrbich Were only eighteen lines in length. Thfe 
hbtnely fare of the peasantry of the Vosges was 
that of his childhood, till he was six years old. 
In that period he % was afflicted with several itt- 
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nesses, which he, however, overcame. At five 
years of age he bad not attained a greater height 
than twenty-two inches, and this singularity was 
the occasion of his good fortune. 

Stanislaus, king of Poland, hearing of this 
extraordinary child, desired to see him. He 
was sent for to Luneville, where he soon became 
an inmate in the palace of that beneficent mo* 
narch, for whom, on his* part, he conceived a 
a strong attachment; though, in general he tes* 
tified very little sensibility. The prince gave 
him the name of B£b6. Notwithstanding the 
attention bestowed on his education, it was im* 
possible to unfold in him either judgment or 
reason. The very small portion of knowledge 
which he was capable of acquiring could not-en* 
able him to form "any notion of religion, or to 
pursue a regular train of reflection. His capacity 
never surpassed that of a well-trained dog. He 
seemed fond of music, and would occasionally 
beat time with tolerable accuracy. He even 
danced with precision, but he was obliged the 
whole time to look attentively at his master, and 
to direct all his steps and motions by the signs 
he received from him. 

He was susceptible of passions such as desire, 
anger, jealousy. His discourse was at such time* 
incoherent, and expressed only confused ideaa 
la a word, he manifested only that kind of sen* 
timent which is produced by circumstances, and 
a momentary impulse. The small-share of reason 
be exhibited seenaed not much superior to the 



10 JOSEPH BOBUWLASKI. 

instinct of certain animals. The Princess de 
Talmond endeavored to instruct bim ; but not- 
withstanding all her talents, she could never de- 
velop the intelligence of Beb6. - The result of 
hei* assiduity was, as might have naturally been 
expected, that he conceived an attachment for 
her, and even became so jealous, that seeing her 
one day caress a lap-dog, he furiously snatched 
the animal out of her hands, and threw him out 
of the window, saying: " Why do you love him 
snore than me ?" 

B6b6, who was four inches taller than Boruw- 
laski, at first shewed much fondness and friend- 
ship for the latter, Jt>ut it was not long before his 
malignant disposition betrayed itself ; for when 
he perceived that the little stranger preferred the 
conversation of sensible people to his, and above 
all, thai the king took pleasure in his company, 
, he conceived the most violent jealousy and hatred 
against him. 

One day, being both in his majesty's apart- 
ment, that prince asked several questions of Bo- 
ruwlaski, with whose. replies be seemed much 
pleased, and testified his approbation in the most 
affectionate manner. " You see, B£b<s," said 
he, " what a difference there is between Joujou, 
(the familiar name by which Boruwlaski was dis- 
tinguished) and you. He is amiable, cheerful, 
entertaining T and well-informed, whereas you are 
but a little machine." . At these words fury spar- 
kled in the eyes of Beb6 ; he made no reply, but 
his countenance indicated the violence of his 
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agitation. A moment afterwards, the king: hav- 
ing gone to his closet, B6b£ took advantage of 
the opportunity to execute his revengeful de- 
signs. Slily approaching his rival, he seined 
him by the waist, and endeavored to push him. 
into the fire. Boruwlaski' caught hold with both 
hands of the hook which supported the fir£- 
irons, and thus prevented his wicked design* 
The noise occasioned by this scuffle brought back 
the king ; who, after he had extricated his little 
countryman from his perilous situation, called 
for bis servants, directed them to inflict on B&b£ 
a Corporal punishment proportioned to his faulty 
and ordered him never to appear again in hi? 
presence. In vain Boruwkski interceded for the 
unfortunate B6b6, the first part of the sentence 
was executed, and his majesty would not revoke 
the other, bat upon condition that he should beg 
pardon of his injured rival. He submitted with 
great reluctance to this humiliation, which was 
thought to have made a deep impression upon! 
him. His death, which took place not long af- 
terwards, was partly attributed to the mortifica- 
tion he experienced on this occasion. Thus it 
appears, that no human being, however dimi- 
fitttire 4iis stature, is exempted from the influx 
ence of the passions, and that they rage with 
equal fury in the bosom of the little and of the 
great. - . ' 

B6b€ is represented by M. Boruwlaski as hav- 
ing a iigiire perfectly well-proportioned, and very 
pleasing features. The description given of him 
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by the Count*de Tressan being somewhat differ- 
ent, we shall subjoin a few particulars 911 the au- 
thority of that gentleman, who had observed this 
extraordinary little creature with considerable 
attention. 

Till the age of fifteen Bebe had the full ute 
of his limbs, and his diminutive figure was ex- 
tremely well proportioned. He was then twenty- 
nine inches high. But the efforts of nature, as 
he advanced to the age of puberty, were preju- 
dicial to him. The juices had before been equal- 
ly distributed throughout his whole frame. The 
age of manhood disturbed this harmony, ener- 
vated his already frail and weakly frame, impo- 
verished his blood, and exhausted his nerves.— 
His powers . diminished, the spine of his back 
became curved, his, hfcad inclined, his legs 
wasted, one of his shoulder-bones- projected, 
and his nose encreased in size. B6be lost his 
cheerfulness, and became a valetudinarian. He, 
however, grew four inches in the four following 
years. 

The Count de Tressan foresaw that he would 
die of old age before he was thirty. Nor was 
he mistaken ; at twenty-one he fell into a kind 
of dotage, .and those who took care of him re- 
marked childish traits, not resembling those of > 
his early years, but indicative of decrepitude. 
The last year of his life he seemed completely „ 
broken up. He . could scarcely walk. The air 
incommoded him, unless the weather was very 
warm c he was walked out in the sun, which ap- 
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peared to revive him ; but he could scarcely 
walk one hundred steps at a time. In May, 
1764, he had a slight indisposition, which was 
succeeded by a cold, accompanied with fever; 
this threw him into a kind of lethargy, from 
which he recovered for a few moments, at in- 
tervals, but without being able to speak. The 
four last days of his life he again enjoyed the 
use of his faculties. Ideas, more sensible and 
connected than he had ever uttered at the time 
of his greatest vigor, astonished all those who 
were about him. He expired on the 9th of June, 
1764, aged nearly twenty- three years; he was 
then thirty-three inches high. 

During Boruwlaski's residence at Luneville, 
be .likewise became acquainted with the Count 
de Tressan, whA took great notice of him, and 
.who drew the following comparison between him 
and his rival B£b6. — The. resemblance between 
Beb6 and Boruwlaski consists only in their sta- 
ture. The latter has been treated most favorably 
by nature. He enjoys good health, is clever and 
nimble. He can bear fatigue, and lift great 
weights in proportion to his sfee. Whaj; distin- 
guishes him still more from B£b6 is, that he pos- 
sesses great mental energy and accomplishments; 
that his memory is excellent and his judgment 
very sound. He understands arithmetic, reac(s 
and writes, well, and speaks German aspl French 
.with great fluency, Be is ingenious in every 
thing be undertakes, lively in bis reparteeg, just 
in his reasonings. In a word, Boruwlaski m^j 
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be considered as a com pie te, though very dimi- 
nutive man, and B6b6 as an imperfect one. 

From Luneville Boruwlaski proceeded wUh bis 
benefactress to the gay metropolis of France, 
-where they were received in the most flattering 
manner by the queen, herself a native of Poland 
and daughter of king Stanislaus. At this time 
Count Oginski, grand general of Lithuania re- 
sided at Paris, and shewed particular regard for 
Boruwlaski. He even carried his complaisance 
so far as to teach him the rudiments of music, 
*md conceiving that hisTpupil had a taste for that 
'art, he prevailed on the countess Humieska to 
engage for his master the celebrated Gavinies, 
. who taught him to play on the guitar, an amuse- 
^raent vMfcteh >has since often solaced him ia mo- 
ments (>f uouble and inquietude* 

•CouM Oginski took great pleasure in having 

hk little ceuotryiaan near him. One day whea 

he gave a graiid «nteitaimnent to several ladies 

of high distinction, he put Boruwlaski into ah 

urn placed on the mjddle of the table* He .sajd 

-that We would treat them with ah extraordinary 

dish, 'but forbearing' for a considerable time to 

'uncover the urn, the curiosity of the company 

was excited to the highest pitch. At length the 

-cover was removed, and out sprung Boruwlaski 

to the iyo -small astonishment and diversion of the 

'ladies} who did » n o t at- first- know him . 

} ©ur travelers passed' more othan a year at Pa- 

tn y in all the "pleasures whioh that capital affords. 

They were visited and entei^aift^dby^allthe prih- 

6 



JOSEPH BORUWLASKI, 15 

cipal nobility, and persons of opulence. Among 
tbe.rest M. feouret, the farmer-general, so re- 
nowned for his ambition, his excesses, and his 
extravagancies, gave an entertainment, and to 
show that it was in honor of Boruwlaski, he 
caused every thing, even the plate, the knives, 
fogies, and spoons, to be proportioned to his size. 
The ortolans, beccafibos, and other small game 
of that kind, of which the entertainment entirely 
consisted, were served up on dishes adapted to 
their dimensions. 

Having first exchanged the frivolous levity of 
France for the phlegmatiq sedateness of Holland, 
the countess Humieska returned with her little 
companion through Germany to Warsaw. Ho 
was preceded in that capital by the reputation 
he had acquired in his travels. He was greatly 
improved during his absence; and as he had ac- 
quired at Paris no small portion of that graceful 
ease and politeness, which give such charms to 
the most common things, he had the satisfaction 
of finding that his company was courted not 
merely as an object of curiosity, but for the 
pleasure of his conversation. 

Boruwlaski had now attained the age of 
twenty-five; he began to feel new emotions, 
which are in general experienced at a much ear- 
lier period of life. Love did not disdain the 
conquest ,of his little heart; he became ena- 
moured off an actress, belonging to the company 
of French comedians at Warsaw. Having pro- 
cured an introduction to, his mistress, he mus* 
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tered sufficient courage to declare his passion, 
and for some time was happy in the belief that 
*he cherished similar sentiments towards him. 
He devoted to her every moment that he could 
with decency steal from the duty imposed upon 
him by the bounty of his benefactress : making 
his little excursions when he was supposed to be 
fisleep, for which purpose he was obliged to 
bribe the porter and the servant by whom he 
Was attended. This intrigue, however, was not 
of long continuance ; he soon found that it was 
a subject of public notoriety, that his charmer, 
whom he thought most interested in secrecy, 
openly laughed at his passion, and the tumultu- 
ous emotions she had excited in his bosom. 
This discovery completely overwhelmed him, by 
humbling his pride ; he loved. sincerely, and ima- 
gined that he was sincerely beloved, and it was 
liot without extreme mortification that he now 
saw the illusion, dispelled. 

But this was not the-only source of pain aris- 
ing from his indiscretion. His patroness being 
made acquainted with his intrigue, discharged 
from her service the pot ter and the servant through 
whose means he had been enabled to. carry it on, 
and even withdrew her favor from him, till by 
the regularity of his conduct he regained her 
kindness. 

Soon after the accession of Stanislaus II. to the 
tbrone of Poland, Boruwlaski had the honor to 
be presented to his majesty, who took great no- 
tice of him, bestowed on him the most unequi- 
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vocal marks of his bounty, and honored him for 
many years after he had quitted his native cow> 
try with his particular protection. 

About this time Boruwlaski lost his sister Anas* 
tasia. She was seven years younger than {hqv» • 
self, and so short that she could stand under his 
arm. If she was remarkable for the smallness of 
her person, and the perfectly regular proportion, 
of her shape, she was still more distinguished 
by the qualities of her heart, and the gentleness 
of her disposition. The Castellaue Kaminska, 
*& very rich lady, who had taken her into her 
house, expressed for her the most unbounded 
tenderness, and Anastasia availed herself of this 
ascendancy to gratify the generous feelings of 
her heart. At twenty Anastasia was in love.; and 
with so much the more passion, as her attach- 
ment was grounded only on the pleasure of con*- 
tributing to the happiness of its object, Hei u)«- 
clination was 6oon perceived by her beucfactj-es*, 
who challenged her with it; and her ingenuous 
and feeling heart was far from concea;iiig the 
sentiments with which a young officer, who tre*- 
queuted the house, had i..s ired her. Though 
of a good family, he way not. rich; -tins Aiias»- 
tasia knew, and endeavoring to find means tp 
«erve him without hurting his delicacy, she cpnr 
trived-to engage him to play at piquet with her, 
and generally obliging him to play deep, she al- 
ways took care to lose, and thus joined the plea*- 
sure of doing good to that of avoiding the; e*r 
pression of his gratitude. It i$ii»po^ibl§ tP &ay 
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how far ber sensibility would have carried her, 
had she not been seized with the small-pox dur- 
ing an excursion to Leopoldstadt. The disease 
baffled all the powers of' art, and in two days she . 
expired with the utmost tranquillity and compo- 
sure. This event* made such a deep impression - 
on her patroness, that for many days her health 
,was in danger ; she would not suffer the name of 
her dear Anastasia to be mentioned, nor her bro- 
ther to visit her, lest his presence should revive 
her affliction. , 

Boruwlaski continued, meanwhile, to bask in 
the sunshine of the Countess Humieska's favor, 
through whose means he enjoyed universal con- 
sideration and regard. But, at the age of forty, 
love again interposed to disturb his happiness. 
His patroness had taken into the house as a com- 
panion, a young lady named Isalina Barboutan, 
descended from French parents settled at War- 
saw. Her beauty, her sparkling eyes, and the 
elegance of her shape, made, at first sight, an 
indelible impression on his heart. Long was this 
fair one deaf to all the protestations of his pas- 
sion, which naturally enough she treated with ri- 
dicule. Undaunted by every repulse, he .still 
pressed his suit with all the ardour of an intoxi- 
cated lover. No sooner was theCeuntess Hu- 
mieska informed of his sentiments, than she 
remonstrated with' him in the hope of bring- 
ing him to reason; but as he paid no atten- 
tion to her arguments, she directed him to be 
confined in his own apartment. This was but 
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the prelude to greater severity, for finding that 
he continued obstinate in his resolution, she or- 
dered him to leave her house, with the injunction 
uever to return, and sent Isalina home to her pa- 
rents. 

Tamed adrift in the world, without ipooey, 
pr resource of any kind, Boruwlaski was at 
first under no small embarrassment how to pp'p* 
eeed. He soon conceived the idea of apply T 
ing to the king's brother, Prince Casimjr, whp 
had always taken a particular interest in bis af- 
fairs. The prince feeling for his situation, p?* 
commended him so strongly to the king, that 
his majesty promised to make a provision fof 
him. 

The little lover still continued his unremitting 
addresses to the object of his passion, who at 
length consented to make him happy. Jt is not 
improbable that her acquiescence was in a great 
measure determined by the prospect of the royal 
favor, as well as by the apprehension that she 
should never have a better offer, since their amour 
had become the public talk of the city. Be this as 
it may, the king approved the mateh, and settled 
an annuity of one hundred ducats on the happy 
Boruwlaski. 

It was not long before he found that the king's 
favors would scarcely be sufficient for the sup- 
port of himself and his wife, who, to the great 
astonishment oi all, apprized him, within six 
weeks after their marriage, that he was destined 
to be a father. This intelligence only served to 

f3 



20 Joseph boruwlaski. 

eircrease his anxiety relative to their fiiture sub- 
sistence. .It was absolutely necessary to take 
some step , to^ improve his finandes, and his pa- 
trons suggested that a second visit to the courts 
of Europe could not fail of answering the pur- , 
post, and of procuring him the means of lead- 
ing, on his return, a life of ease and tranquillity. 
Seduced by such a dazzling prospect, he imme- 
diately adopted the idea ; the king supplied him 
with a convenient carriage, and being provided 
with letters of recommendation, he left Warsaw 
the £ 1st of November, 1780. 

At Cracow his wife was taken ill. This cir- - 
cumstance obliged them to continue some time 
in that city, where, after a long indisposition, 
ihe was delivered of her first phild, a girl. On 
her recovery they set out for Vienna, where they 
arrived on the 11th of February, 1?81. Unfor- 
tunately for Boruwlaski, death had just snatched 
away his illustrious patroness, Maria Theresa, 
and profound sorrow pervaded the whole city. 
He experienced, however, the same marks of be- 
nevolence from prince Kaunitz as on his. former 
•visit, and became acquainted with the British 
ambassador, Sir Robert Murray Keith, who was 
the principal cause of his subsequent voyage to 
England. After giving a concert, which was 
attended by almost all the nobility of Vienna, 
he left that metropolis, provided with letters of 
recommendation to many princes of Germany. 

The next place he visited was Presburg, the 
capital of Hungary, whence he proceeded to* 
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Linz. Here he gave a concert, for which Count 
Thierheim, governor of Lower Austria, and son 
in-law to Prince Kaunitz, lent his band of mu- 
sicians. During the performance, the young 
countess, then between six and seven years of 
age, never took her eyes off Boruwlaski, and 
when it was over, she ran to her father, earnest- 
ly intreating him to buy the little man for her. 
u But what would you do with him, my dear?" 
said the count. " Besides/' added he, "we have 
no apartment for him/' — t€ Never mind that, 
papa," replied the child with the greatest simpli- 
city* €€ I will keep him in mine; I will take the 
utmost care of him, have the pleasure of dress- 
ing and adorning him, and of loading him with 
caresses and dainties/' 

After visiting Teschen, Munich, and other 
places, where he was treated in a very flattering 
manner, by the most distinguished personages, 
he proceeded to Triersdorff, the residence of the 
late Margrave of Anspach^ where his reception 
exceeded » every thing he had yet experienced. 
Through the recommendation of the celebrated 
French actress, Mademoiselle Clairon, the mar- 
grave was so strongly interested in his behalf, 
that he loaded him with favors, and even under- 
took -to provide for his infant daughter, whom 
he prevailed upon the parents to leave behind in 
his care. 

On his departure from Triersdorff, Boruw- 
laski passed rapidly through Frankfort, Mentz, 
and Manheim, to Strasburg, and then directing 
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his course to Brussels and Ostend, embarked £ot 
England. After a tempeptuous passage qf four 
days, during which the vessellost her- masts. and 
sails, he landed with his wife at Margate, and af- 
ter a few days, set out for London, where he ar- 
rived without accident* * 

He had brought with hina a number of recom- 
mendatory letters 'to many of. the first nobility, 
and immediately made use of those directed to 
the Duke and J) u chess of Devonshire. In those 
illustrious (Characters, the little stranger found 
the most zealous protectors. As he was igno- 
rant of the language, and from that circumstance 
could scarcely provide for bis wants, the duchess 
gave orders that a comfortable lodging should 
be procured him at her expence, ami being .in- 
formed that his wife was ill, 'she sent Dr. Wal- 
ker to attend her. The first visit of that' gen- 
tleman was rather diverting. The ducbess had 
not apprized him what kind of man it was whose 
wife she had desired him to attend, and on en- 
tering the apartment, he. took Boruwlaski for a 
child. He approached the patient's bed, and 
enquired into her case, on which Boruwlaski be*- 
gan to thank him, and to recommend his wife 
to his care. As the tone of the voice was so 
much above the stature of the person before him, 
he was at a loss to conceive whence the word* 
addressed to him proceeded. Perceiving the 
doctor's embarrassment, Madame Boruwlaski 
informed him who it was ; but he could not be 
pur&uaded that such a diminutive, being was a 
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man, or that he was capable of ottering such 
sounds as he had just heard. 

A short time after the arrival of Borawlaslci 
in London, a stupendous giant likewise visited 
that metropolis. He was eight feet three or fou* 
inches high. Many persons being desirous of 
seeing them together, the Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire, accompanied by Lady Spencer, one 
day took Boruwlaski with them: to see the giant. 
Their surprize was equal ; the giant remained 
some time in silence, viewing the dwarf with 
looks of astonishment, and then stooping very 
low to present him his hand, which would have 
contained a dozen of the little visitor's, he made 
him a very polite compliment. Had a painter 
been present, the contrast of their figures might 
have furnished him with the idea of an interest* 
ing picture, for Boruwlaski's he^d was nearly on 
a level with the giant's knee. 

It was not long before Boruwlaski was intro- 
duced to most of the first characters in London, 
and among the rest, to the Prince of Wales, by 
whom he was treated with that affabilityl)y 
which his royal highness is so particularly dis* 
tinguished. He had soon afterwards the honor 
of being introduced by the Countess of Egre- 
inont to the notice of their Majesties, and all the 
junior branches of their illustrious family, on the 
£3d of May, 1782. * - 

AH the favors of his patrons were not, however, 
adequate to the decent sup'port of himself and 
his family, so that he was obliged to have re- 
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course not only to the expedient of subscription 
concerts, but likewise to that of an x exhibition, 
first at a guinea, then at five shillings, and af- 
terwards at ,half-a-crown. It was not without 
considerable difficulty that he became reconciled 
to the idea of making an exhibition of himself, 
but as the matter in question was nothing less 
than providing a subsistence for those who were 
dearest to his heart, this consideration counter- 
balanced every other. In short, he was obliged 
to avail himself of every resource, as he found 
it impossible, with the utmost economy, to re- 
duce his expences to less than four or five hun- 
dred a year. 

At the beginning of the winter of 1782, he vi- 
sited Bath, where he gave breakfasts and concerts. 
In I7S3, he went to Ireland, where he was par- 
ticularly patronised by the Lord Lieutenant and 
his lady, and by the. late Duke of Leinster. Of 
that amiable nobleman, Boruwlaski relates the 
following anecdote of a circumstance to which 
be was himself an eye-witness. The dwke pas- 
sing on horse-back through Dame-street, an u*»- 
Jucky servant, whose foot had slipped as he wait 
getting behind a coach, fell between the hind** 
wheel and. the body of the carriage. Fortu- 
nately for the man, the duke was at that instant 
aear the carriage ; he alighted, flew to the 
horses,, and extricated the poor fellow, whom 
another turn of the wheel would have crushed to 
death. 

in Ipeland, Boruwlaski was detained longer 
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than he had intended by the illness of his wife, 
who was brought to bed in that country of her 
secorfd child. 

On his return to England he passed through 
Liverpool, Manchester, and Birmingham, to 
Oxford, where he resided a considerable time. 
At length, after an absence of three years, he 
returned to London in March, 1786. 

Here he resumed his former system of con- 
certs and exhibitions, but neither could prevent 
his being involved in difficulties, from which he 
was generously relieved by his countrywoman, 
the princess Lubomirska, who hearing that he 
was exposed to the vexations of creditors, en- 
quired the amount of his debts, and nobly, dis- 
charged them. His mind being now relieved 
from anxiety, he, at the request of his friends, 
began to write the history of his life, which un- 
dertaking was patronized by the Prince of Wales, 
and a long-list of nobility. It forms an octavo 
volume, which was published in 1788. 

An erroneous report having reached his' na- 
tive country, that he had laid out several thou- 
sand pounds in the funds, he was thought no 
longer to want the king's favors, and his annuity 
of one hundred ducats was cut off. This cir- 
cumstance is supposed to have been the occasion 
of his leaving England, and visiting Poland in 
the year 1 792. 

His absence was not of long duration : he soon 
returned to this country, where his exhibitions 
were so successful, that he was enabled to save a 
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handsome competence, which some years since 
he retired to Durham to enjoy. 

For some particulars relative to the interview 
between this celebrated character and Mr. J)a- 
niel Lambert, in the summer of 1806, the reader 
is referred to the preceding article. 



PATRICK COTTER; 

COMMONLY CALLED 

Patrick O 'Brien ; or, The Irish GianU 

SOME of the earliest records of mankind attest 
the existence of giants, but whether the earth 
ever produced a race of such men, may,,notwith- 
standing the opinion of many persons of great 
learning, be very justly disputed. With respect to 
the discoveries of human skeletons, twenty, fifty, 
nay, even one hundred feet long, though related 
hy many ( respectable writers, th/ey must be re- 
garded as altogether fabulous. Numerous inci- 
dents of this kind are to be met with, but » for 
their authenticity we have no other voucher than 
the confidence due to first-rate historians, who 
might themselves have been deceived in the cre- 
dit they gave to the relations of others from 
whom they borrowed the circumstances. On 
the contrary, in all the accounts of giants which 
have been handed down to us from, the remotest 
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periods, we find no instance of any Kving indi- 
vidual who attained to a greater height than nine 
or at farthest ten feet, whence it may fairly be 
inferred, that this is the ne plus ultra of human 
growth. 

That there exist men of a stature considerably 
above the ordinary standard, our own time hag 
afforded ocular demonstration.. In the year 17809 
' a R^g an f* c youth named Byrne, a native of lie- 
land, was exhibited in the metropolis, in the 
neighbourhood of Charing-Cross, where he died, 
and was buried in St. Martin's church-yard. He 
was within two inches of eight feet at his death, 
and it was thought that the continuance of hi* 
growth proved fatal to him, as he had not then, 
attained his twentieth year. 

Some years since, the Prince of Wales had in 
his service, as porter, a native of Scotland, com- 
monly called Big Sam, who was nearly eight 
feet high, robust and well made. His size was 
so far from being inconvenient to him, that he 
wad as active as any man of ordinary stature. He 
performed «3 a giant in the Romance of Cymon, 
■at the Opera House, in the Haymarket, while 
the Drury-Lane company had the use of that 
.bouse till their own was rebuilt. Finding his health 
iropaijfed. by the air of the metropolis, he ob- 
tained permission of his royal highness to return. 
to his native country. 

The most remarkable instance of extraordinary 
stature in the present age was, however, exhi- 
bited in. the person of Patrick Cotter, commonlj 
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called Patrick O'Brien, and still mare generally 
known by the appellation of the Irish Giant. He 
was born in the year l?6l, in the 'county of Kit**- 
Sale, in Jreland, of obscure parents, who were 
people of middling stature. He was brought up 
to the trade of a bricklayer; but his growth was 
«o rapid, that, when he had attained the sge of 
♦eighteen years, his uncommon size attracted the 
notice of a shewman, who obtained permission 
t>f the simple youth to exhibit him three years ia 
England, for which he was to pay him fifty 
pounds per annum.. Not contented with his ban* 
gain, the chapman agreed to underlet the liber- 
' ty of shewing him to another speculator, m& 
^Cotter resisting this intended transfer of his per- 
son, was saddled with a factitious debt, for whieh 

■v 

he was arrested at Bristol. 

In this situation he was observed, fortunately 
for himself, by a gentleman of that city, who had 
•some business to transact with the sheriff's offi- 
cer. The simplicity of his manners, and his ex- 
treme distress induced this gentleman to make 
fiome enquiry concerning him, and having reason, 
to think that he was unjustly detained, he gene- 
rously became his bai! r $nd so far investigated the 
business, that he not only obtained him his liberty, 
"but freed him from all kind of obligation to serve 
liis Ynercenary master any longer. 

It happened to be in the mouth df' September 

when he was liberated, and by the assistance of 

liis benefactor he was enabled to set up for him* 

*elf in the fair then held in St. James's, Bristol, 

-1 



PATRICK COTTER, 20 

Success crowned bis undertaking ; instead of be- 
ing in penury, he found himself in three days, in. 
possession of. thirty pounds. 
. He now commenced, and continued a regular 
exhibition of his person. His stature increased 
tiU he arrived at the age of twenty -five, when 
his growth somewhat abated, but he continued 
growing after that period, till he attained the 
height of eight feet seven inches. He was at 
the same time proportianably lusty. His banc], 
from the commencement of the palm to the ex- 
tremity of the middle finger, measured twelve 
inches, and bis shoe was seventeen inches long. 
He cpuld not, however, be denominated a well- 
xjaade man ; for though his limbs were not strik- 
ingly* disproportioned, his figure wanted that ge- 
neral symmetry which a man of ordinary dimen- 
sions more commonly possesses. The astonish- 
ment of the observant spectator at, the extraor- 
dinary stature of Mr. O'Brien was not unaccom- 
panied with pity, as every movement appeared 
to be attended with trouble, and a degree of pa^in. 
In the action of rising to salute or surprize his 
visitors, he generally placed both his hands 
on the small of his back, and bending his body 
forward, rose with considerable difficulty from 
his seat, consisting of >a common sized table, on 
which was placed the cushion of a carriage. 

During the twenty-five years that Mr. O'Brien 
exhibited himself, he was to be seen at different 
periods in the metropolis, and for four or five 
successive Bartholomew Fairs at Smithfield. At 
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such times be used frequently to walk about the 
streets for air and exercise, at two or three o'clock- 
in the morning. In one of these nocturnal ex- 
cursions, he was observed accompanied by two 
persons of common size, on whose shoulders 
he supported himself in the same manner a* 
we sometimes see a well-grown man resting 
his hands on the fehoujders of children ten or 
twelve years of age. In walking up Holborn- 
Hill, he appeared to be greatly fatigued, and 
might be said rather to shuffle along than to 
walk, as he never moved either of his feet from 
the stones. Proceeding along the more level 
pavement, his body appeared more erect, and 
had he not paid attention to avoid the lamps, 
his head would have struck against many of 
them. 

It is a circumstance too general among those 
who expose their persons to public view, that to 
them all the rest of mankind are totally indif- 
ferent. For this reason N neither connection nor 
friendship can possibly be Established with them ; 
every attempt to obtain information tending to 
elucidate their 'habits and manners,, or the his- 
tory of their lives is regarded with jealousy, un- 
der the idea that it arises from' impertinent or 
mischievous curiosity. Had it not been for some 
such cause as this, we should probably have been 
enabled to collect many more particulars con- 
cerning this remarkable man. # 
. The following anecdote is related on the au- 
thority of those with whom he was most familiar. 




Being^>n a journey in his own Carriage, he wa» 
one day stopped by a highwayman, on which he 
put his head forward to discover the cause thai 
interrupted his progress. The highwayman, at 
the sight of so prodigious a figure, was struck 
with such a panic, that he clapped spurs to his 
horse, and made a precipitate retreat. It should 
be observed, that the vehicle in which he travel- 
led was of a peculiar construction, having a kind 
of 'box sunk to a considerable depth below the 
bottom of the vehicle, to admit his .legs and 
feet. 

It has been asserted, that he was passionately 
fond of cards, and that he eagerly embraced 
every opportunity of engaging in the amusement, 
but that he could not lose with patif nce> not from 
3 principle of parsimony, but the disgrace of 
being beaten. 

Reports of Mr. O'Brien's Seath were frequent- 
ly in circulation ,* but this was, in all probabi- 
lity, an expedient adopted for the^purpose of re- 
viving the public curiosity. A report of this kind 
had been propagated for some time previous to 
his last appearance in London* in the year 1804. 
On this occasion he announced his return to the 
metropolis in a bill to the following effect : " Just 
arrived in town,, and to be seen in a commodious 
room, at Na. 1 1, Haymarket, nearly opposite 
the Opera House, the* celebrated Irish Giant, 
Mr* O'Brien, of the kingdom ef Ireland* indis- 
putably the tallest man ever shown ; is a li- 
neal descendant of the old and puissant king* 
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Brien Boreau, and h&s, in ^perfcon and appear* 
&nce, all the similitudes of that great and grand 
potentate. It is remarkable of this family, that, 
however various the revolutions in point of for- 
tune and alliance, the lineal descendants thereof 
have been favored by providence with the origi- 
nal size and stature, which have been so pecu- 
liar to their family. The gentleman alluded to 
'measures near nine feet high. Admittance one 
shilling." < 

Mr. O'Brien, when not engaged in exhibiting 
himself, is said to have, resided in a house on 
Epping Forest, formerly the mansion of a noble 
family, but now converted into an inn. This 
place,, being built in the apcient style, with very 
lofty door-ways and apartments, was peculiarly 
well calculated for the reception of a man of such 
extraordinary stature. The house was then kept 
bya widow, for whom Mr. O'Brien is reported 
to have performed all transactions relative to the 
purchase and Sisposal of horses and other busi- 
ness of a like nature. 

In 1804, having realized an independence suf- 
ficient to keep a carnage, and to secure the con- 
veniences of life, he declined the public exhibi- 
tion of his person, which was always extremely 
irksome to his feelings. He was unoffending and* 
amiable in his manners to his friends and ac- 
quaintance, of whom he had, in the last years of 
his life, 'a pretty Extensive circle, as he was nei- 
ther averse to a cheerful glass nor to pleasant 
^company. During this interval he resided, we 
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"believe, entirely at Bristol, where, in September 
1806, he fell a sacrifice to a disease of the lungs, 
combined with an affection of the liver, in the 
46th year of his age. He expired without the 
smallest apparent pain or agony. The leaden, 
coffin in which his body was enclosed measured 
nine feet two inches, and the- wooden case four 
inches more. To prevent any attempt to disturb 
his remains, of which he had the greatest horror, 
his grave was sunk to the depth of twelve feet m 
the solid rock, and such precautions were taken, 
as effectually to render abortive either violence 
or stratagem. 

We shall conclude this article with submitting 
to the reader a few. singular facts, relative to a 
gigantic countryman of Mr. O'Brien. In the 
anatomical room of Trinity College, Dublin, is 
preserved the skeleton of a youth named Ma- 
grath, who was born near Cloyne, in Ireland^ 
He was carried through various parts of Europe, 
and exhibited as the prodigious Irish giant ; but 
^such was his early imbecility, both of body and 
mind/ that he died of old age, in his twentieth 
year. The annexed account of him is given by 
a very intelligent writer/. " In his infancy he be- 
came an orphan, and was provided for by the fa- 
mous Berkeley, then bishop of Cloyne. Thi* 
acute philosopher, who denied the existence of 
matter, was as inquisitive in his physical re* 
searches, as he was* whimsical in his metaphysi* 
cal speculations. When I tell you that he had 
well nigh put ! an end to his own existence, by 
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experimenting what are the sensations of b per- 
son dying on the gallows, you will be the more 
ready to forgive him for his treatment of this 
orphan. The bishop had a strange fancy to 
know whether it was not in the power of -art to 
increase the human stature, and this unhappy 
infant appeared to him to be a fit subject for the 
'trial. He made his essay according to his pre- 
conceived theory, whatever it might be, and the 
consequence was, that he became seven feet high- 
in his sixteeuth year." 

We are not informed what were the means em- 
ployed by the philosophic prelate for increasing 
the human stature beyond the ordinary standard, 
and for many, perhaps, this ignorance is" a for- 
tunate circumstance. What unnatural cruelties 
avarice has frequently prompted parents to inflict 
on their helpless and unhappy offspring, it is un- 
necessary here to recapitulate. 



JAMES TAYLOR, 

JAMES, more generally known by the familiar 
appellation of Jemmy Taylor the Southwark mi- 
ser, was a native of Leicestershire, bred a weaver* 
and afterwards became a stock-broker. At this 
trade he wove a web. worth 200,000/. a proof that 
the shuttle of politics, and the sijk of usury had 
produced a sum far exceeding the value pf .the 
most gorgeous garment wdrn by any eastern mom 
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ttarch from a Persian loom. Yet this sum never 
adorned him or kept him warm. The blanket of. 
a beggar would have served his purpose as. well. 
He fared worse than the meanest mechanic. His 
raiment was ragged, his food indifferent and 
scanty, and his bed hard ; for be lay upon no- 
thing but rags and straw on the bare floor, and 
in a house which was hardly habitable. 

Two bankers clerks once called upon Jemmy, 
at his earnest invitation ; to take pot-luck with 
him. They found him boiling a solitary mutton- 
chop, in an ocean of water, to make, what he 
called, some comfortable broth, for himself and 
for his old friend Mr. Daniel Dancer, whom he 
hourly expected. After some complimentary 
solicitation, they prevailed upon him to fetch a. 
pot of porter; and while he was gone, they threw 
three halfpenny candles and two pieces into his 
cookery : which, no doubt, improved the culinary 
mess, and made it more- delectable to these old, 
hunks, who, as it appeared, devoured it with 
keen appetites. But the next time Jemmy Tay- 
lor met his visitors upon the 'Change, he accused 
them of stealing his candles. Of this charge 
they cleared themselves, by solemnly declaring, 
they had only committed them to the pot, at the 
bottom of which he would find the wicks, if hi& 
hunger bad not caused him to swallow them, 
upperceived. 

Jemmy Taylor always appeared in the streets 
with a long stick and clouted shoes, and innurae^ 
jpble darns and patches in his clothes. 'He never 
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went to market for more than a twopenny steak* 
at a time, and* this he generally chose for its sa- 
^voriness; arr outside piece, grown black by the 
wind, and mostly fly-blown, was his choice; for 
he thriftily observed, " that meat was nothing, 
unless it smelt as well: as tasted." His acquain- 
tance used often to represent to him his folly in 
being sp parsimonious and self-denying ; and as 
he wa£ fast growing old, observed' to him the 
propriety of indulging himself a little in comfort- 
able things: but to all idea of expeece, Jemmy 
Taylor was totally deaf. His reply used always 
to be, " that if his successors had as much plea* 
sure in spending his property, as he had in 
hoarding it up, they need not complain of their 
lot in the world." 

If parity of years is the first step to friendship, 
parity of pursuits may be said .to be the second* 
Mr. James Taylor knew all the miserables of 
the metropolis; among the most conspicuous of 
Whom, he ranked two well-known brothers of Spi* 
taljidds. These were likewise weavers ; and in their 
time had accumulated, by usury and speculation, 
the.enormous sum of 300,000/. which they kept 
at interest in the funds, and were thus always 
able to oblige a friend with any sum at a mo- 
ment's warning. Previous, to the tax upon lega- 
cies, these worthies had made wills; but upon the 
necessity of using stamps, they made over their 
property to their nephews and nieces, in order 
to evade the duty, and thereby saved from go«r 
vernment, into their own pockets, upwards o£ 
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SOOOL The eldest of these saving ones ordered 
a very old shirt to be put on him but a day be- 
fore he departed the world, in order to disappoint 
the nurse of a good one. Had Jemmy Taylor 
lived to hear of the deaths of these friends of his, 
he, no doubt, would have very much approved 
of these saving contrivances. 

A short time after the conclusion of the Ame- 
rican war, the Earl of Northumberland having 
occasion for seventy-four thousand pounds, to 
make a purchase, applied to his broker, and ap- 
pointed a certain day to do the transfer. At the 
time and place of meeting, which was the round 
room at the Bank, they found Mr. Taylor, whose % 
appearance was exactly that of a coachman's wa- 
tering-man. The broker brought Jemmy for- 
ward to his grace ; who not knowing him, thought 
he was a beggar, that wanted alms ; but being as- 
sured by Mr. Consols, that he was a zoarm man, 
his grace at last shook hands with him, and 
Jemmy accommodated the peer with the 74,0001. 
*out of one stock, in the four per cents, where he 
usually kept his largest bulk of cash ; and whence 
it appeared by the books, he could have sold out 
4s much more, and yet have bad as much left, as 
-would have made him comfortable all the rest of 
his life. 

One day, observing some ladies, near the Bank 
•buying some very fine fruit, he kept 4iis eyes so 
wistfully -fixed upon them, that one of them, 
thinking him in great want, sent him out six- 
pence, which he received with a low bow> anfl 
iinmea^atelyaet off r and botight-a twopenny steak, 
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BEFORE we proceed to the biographical par- 
ticulars o£ this extraordinary character, we shall 
indulge in a few preliminary observations on that 
ornament, which formed such a conspicuous 
trait in his person. , These, we hope, will be 
found by the reader to be deficient neither in 
amusetiient nor instruction. 

The beard was given to man by Nature, and, 
as it is with much plausibility contended, for the 
purpose of being worn, otherwise it would not 
have been conferred. Though at present it is 
deemed an unseemly excrescence, it was consi- 
dered by all the nations of antiquity as one of 
the greatest ornaments of the person, and gods, 
as well as mortals, were supposed to be decorated 
with this emblem of wisdom and virility. ItwasL 
fashion that first lopped its honors from the chin; 
fashion, which is always studying either to satisfy 
avidity, or to conceal imperfection. 

The beard has not bedn less the sport of fa- 
shion than the different articles of dress. A long 
bushy beard was in great estimation among the 
Greeks and Romans, the most polished nations . 
in the world. When the Gauls, who sacked 
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Rome under Brennus, saw the venerable beards 
of the Roman senators in the Capitol, they were 
struck with such reverential awe (for they wore 
no beards themselves) a* for a while suspended 
their fury and slaughter, in order to contem- 
plate the venerable spectacle. Homer never 
mentions the beard of Priam or of Nestor with- 
out respect. At Sparta and in Egypt the beard 
was held in such high estimation, that it was 
deemed a mark of wisdom. In later times it 
was the custom of great men to swear by their 
beards ; and to put three hairs, plucked from 
their- chins, upon the wax, when they were go- 
ing to fix their seal to any deed. 

The longest beard that is mentioned m history, 
was that of the celebrated John Mayo, painter 
to the Emperor Charles V. It is said of hun,* 
that thbugh he was very tall, his beard was so 
long, that he could tread upon it: he was very 
proud of it, and had it , generally tied up with 
great care, and fastened with a ribbon to a but- 
ton-hole : he used sometimes to untie it, by di- 
rection* of the emperor, who making him sit 
down to table with him, with a«U the windows 
open, took great delight in seeing the wind blow 
this long beard in the faees of his courtiers. The 
reign of Henry IV. of France was the golden; 
age of beards ; then it was that the modes of 
cutting them were as various as those at present 
of dressing the hair; beards were clipped round, 
square, or ending in a point, shaped like a fen, 
or ai* artichoke-leaf; but unfortunately LouU 
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XI [I. cooling to the throne while he was still a 
child; and consequently without a beard, the 
honors of the chin were cut off; and it became 
fashionable to wear only a littlq tuft or toupee, 
at the lower extremity of the centre* of the chin. 
The whiskers* however, were not so easily gi verj 
up. Count de Bouteville, the mo3t famous duel- 
list of his age, having been condemned to be 
beheaded for a breach of the law against duel* 
ling, and finding on the scaffold that the exe- 
cutioner had cut off his hair, and was preparing 
to cut off his whiskers also, which were large ^and 
well-grown, he could not conceal the sorrow he 
felt at (such an indignity ; and endeavoring to 
save his whiskers, he covered them with bis hand; 
upoq which the bishop of Naotes, who was on 
the scaffold to attend him in his last moments, 
paid to him — " My child, you must think no 
more of this world ; why would you wish still to 
think of it ?" The Spaniards have a .proverb, 
which shews in what estimation they held beards 
—" Since there is no longer a beard, there is no 
longer a soul." 

The bearded and the shaved chins,' have by 
turns been the objects of persecution. In many 
cathedrals of France, the capitulary statutes had 
declared war against the beards of -the preben* 
daries; or rather it had been suggested, that at* 
Cached as the clergy were to their beards, a very 
handsome revenue might be raised from the sale 
of licenses to them to wear beards : it was ne~» 
cessary therefore that an edict should first be 
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published, forbidding the clergy to wear thefr 
beards. The celebrated Duprat, who was Lord 
High Chancellor of France in 'the reign of Fran- 
cis I, was the adviser of this measure ; and at 
the persuasion of that king, the Pope published 
a bull, by which he enjoined the clergy of France 
to' shave their chins ; and authorized the king to 
levy a tax upon such of them as would wish to 
purchase an exemption from the ordon nances of 
the bull. The bishops, and all the possessors of . 
fat benefices, soon paid the tax, and saved their 
beards ; but the inferior clergy, not being rich, 
enough to purchase the privilege of preserving 
the covering which nature had given to their 
chins, were obliged to give them up, to the 
edge of the razor. While Francis lived, 
they smothered their rage ; but as soon as 
he died, they gave vent to it£ and let it fall 
upon William Duprat, son to the chancellor* 
That gentleman was returning triumphant From 
the council of Trent, where he had signalized 
himself by his eloquence, arid proceeding to 
Clermont, to take possession of that .bishopric, 
to which he had been nominated by king Henry 
II. The new prelate "had one of the finest and 
most bushjrbeards in the kingdom. It wa's on 
Easter Sunday that he chose to make his public 
entry into his church, aud celebrate divine service 
in all the splendor of pontifical pomp ; but to 
his unspeakable astonishment, he found the gate 
of the chancel shut against him ; 'and through 
this, for it waa of open brass work, he perceived 
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fthree dignitaries of the chapter waiting to re- 
ceive biro, but in a manner which he did not 
aelisli : one <held in his band a razor, another a. 
pair of scissors, and the third the book of an- 
cient statutes of the church of Clermont, with 
£ager pointed to two particular words in one of 
theae statutes— u Barhis ram f whilst the other 
-two occasionally hrandiabed the formidable .wea- 
pons, which threatened .his lordship with the lo*s 
of his beard. In vain did <he prelate remon- 
strate, and observe, that though he were willing 
-to conform io the statutes, the saactky of the 
aabbath ought not to auffigr <tbem «to opt off 
his beard on that day, as it would -be « servile 
work : the prebendaries were deaf to every thing;, 
.all they said was, " be shaved, or atay out/' He 
was as obstinate as tihey ; and chose rather to. »e~. 
tire than give up his beard ; and ao muck did he 
•take hk disappeiirifneRt io heajgt, andlhe neces- 
sity he saw either of Wing his bishopric or his. 
•beard, that he fell ijl, and died soop after. Du- 
prat was <not the only prelate who was opposed: 
by Jais chapter on account of his b^eard. Antony 
Caracciela w.as nominated by the same iiag, 
Henry to the see of Tioyes, in Champagne;, 
Jaot the chaftter refused fc> receive him, unless Jb^ 
eonaeaifid to have his chin shaved ;. this he t&- 
&sed *o do, ibut at the same .time found means, 
mot vto toee his bishopra* f<tf be iwl interest 
enough with the king to pbtaio from tyim a man- 
damus to the chapter to (receive him with his, 
jteajtd. The madam u» bears date the 88 jh of' 

fl3 
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November, 1551. Five years after this, John 
de Morveilliers found himself in a similar predi- 
cament ; the chapter of Orleans, to the bishop- 
ric of which city he had been promoted, would 
not receive him till he should first let the barbet 
qualify his chin to appear in the choir according 
to the statutes. He was permitted, however, by 
the "chapter, to be enthroned without being shav- 
ed, because he luckily carried in his pocket a 
mandatory letter from the king, in which it was 
stated, that the statutes must be dispensed with 
on this occasion, as his majesty intended to em- 
ploy him in embassies in countries where he could 
not appear without a beard. 

In England, at the time of the conquest, the 
upper lips and chins of the barons in the traia 
of Norman William, exhibited a small portion 
of beard, while those <4f the Anglo-Saxons, who 
opposed them, were more abundantly oraaniQnt^ 
«d. After the introduction of linen, beards be* 
gan gradually to disappear, but yet we find ves- 
tiges of them in much mote modem periods. 
The beard of James I. appears to have been 
broad and bushv, and his son Charles wore one 
with a narrow point, at the lower part of his 
chin, and mustachios on his upper lip. T-&e. ce- 
lebrated Algernon Sydney 6eems to' have worm 
the latter only: but most of the republicans- df 
that day cherished their beards in proportion at 
tbey polled their heads. 

Matthew Robinson, Baron Rpkeby, the only 
peer, and, perhaps, the only gentleman in Grea*. 
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Britain, who has, in modern times been distin- 
guished by the venerable appendage of a flowing 
beard, was born about the year 17 12, near Hythe, 
in Kent. His father, Sir Septimus Robinson, 
gentleman-usher to George II, sent his son, at the 
usual age, to Westminster Sehool, from whic{i 
seminary he, in due time, removed to Trinity 
College, Cambridge. Here he remained several 
years, applying to his studies with diligence, and 
acquitting himself with ability. As a proof of 
his progress, he was elected to a fellowship, which 
he retained till his death. The taste which he 
acquired for literature" in his early years, never 
forsook him ; his library was large and well-cho^ 
«en, and he could refer; to the 'contents of its 
volumes with wonderful facility. Having com- 
pletedhis education, Mr. Robinson went to Aix. 
la-Chapelle, a place distinguished for its baths, 
and at that time the resort of people of fashion 
of all nations, where he resided a considerable 
time, indulging himself in every . species of 
gaiety. 

On the death of his father in 1754, he succeeded 
to his estate in East Kent/md lived at his mansion 
there in all the. easy affluenbe,.. hospitality, and 
splendor, which (formerly .characterized the Engr 
list gentry; During the winter :» portion of .hia 
time. was spent in the capital, and he was accus- 
tomed tp pass a part of the summer at Sand^ 
gate -Castle, Mrhere he could «njoy sea.-bathing» 
to which he wps much addicted, in great peiv 
foutieau .... '. «• 
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la consequence of his vicinity to Canterbury, 
and a family connection with that place, he had 
many opportunities of cultivating an intimacy 
.with its principal inhabitants, wrbo, .charmed 
with the integrity, ability, and independent prin- 
ciples he manifested, chose him to represent 
them in parliament, A better choice the elec- 
tors could not have made:. be continued for a 
long series of years most faithfully to discharge 
all the important duties annexed to his situation. 
During the American war, he remonstrated with 
peculiar energy against the measures pursued 
by the administration, and not content .with op- 
posing them in the senate, he likewise exerted 
the powers of his pen, and produced a pamphlet 
on the sutyect, pregnant with sound sense, manly 
argument, and liberal sentiment. 

About the conclusion of that unhappy con- 
flict, Mr. Robinson resigned his parliamentary 
duties. His bodily infirmities probably contri- 
buted to this step. He had from his youth been 
subject to much severe illness, and his hearing 
and sight were considerably affected. Impressed 
with the sense of the impropriety of occupying 
a seat in parliament, when he could neither dis- 
•cha*ge its duties with fidelity to his constituent* 
nor with satisfaction to himself, he addressed a 
letter to the inhabitants of Canterbury, in which 
he took an affectionate leave of them ; and be 
is reported to have «aid to one of the principal 
citizens, *" that they «ught to chuse as his suc- 
cessor, a younger and more vigorous man ; on* 



LORD HOKEBY. p 

who had eyes to see, ears to hear, and lungs X6 
oppose ihe tricks of future? ministers." 

From this period he led the life of a private 
gentleman, and indulged himself in the gratifi- 
cation of those eccentric whims, for which he 
afterwards became so distinguished. He con- 
stantly resided at his seat at Mount-Morris, 
where he lived without ostentation and without 
meanness. He planted, improved, and embel- 
lished. His house was open, to all respectable 
strangers, and he was much visited on account 
of the singularity of his manners, and the shrewd- 

* ness of his remarks* He was a great friend to 
agriculture, and in him his tenants found a most 
excellent landlord. As to himself, he banished 
deer from his park as an unprofitable luxury, artcf 
supplied their place witb black cattle aa^l sheep, 
of which great numbers were always to be seen 
in his domain. For his oddities, those visitors 
who knew him well, made a due allowance, buuri 
strangers who saw him for the first time, the un- 
couth appearance of his person, and the singula- 
rity of his manners never failed to excite uncom- 
mon sensations. 

It was probably about this time that Mr. Ro- 
binson first permitted his beard to grow. Why 
this singularity was adopted by his lordsbip/is- 
not known ; reasons fdr such conduct are not 

. easily discovered, it bids defiance to conjecture, 
and baffles all sagacity. So much is certain, that 
he *was for many years remarkable for this appear 
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dage, whose length, fox it reached nearly to hU 
waist, proclaimed it of no recent date. 

-Imagining that sea-bathing was good for a 
disease of the intestines .with which he was af- 
flicted, he erected a little but on the beach at 
Hythe, about three miles from his own house, 
to enjoy its advantages. In this medicine, it is, 
however, probable, that he indulged to excess, 
as he frequently remained in the water until he 
fainted. In his excursions to this place, he was 
accustomed to walk,- and was generally accom- 
panied by a carriage, and a favorite servant, who 
got up behind when he was tired. Mr. Robinson, 
with his hat under hisarm, .proceeded slowly on 
foot towards Hythe, and if it happened to rain, 
he would order his attendants to get into the 
carriage/ observing, « thai tfeey were . gaudily 
dressed, and not inured to wet, and might there-* 
fore spoil their clothes, and occasion an illness." 
Finding the distance too great to walk without 
fatigue, be afterwards constructed a bath conti- 
guous to his house, which was so contrived, as 
to be rendered tepid by the rays of the sun only. 
The frequency of his ablutions was astonishing ; 
his constitution was at length accustomed to the 
practice,, and was materially improved by these 
repeated purifications. 

A gentleman-who -happened to be in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mountmorris, resolved to procure 
a sight of this extraordinary character, who had 
then succeeded to the title .of Lord Rokeby. On 
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my way, says he, at the sura mi t of die hill above 
Hythe, which affords a most delightful prospect, 
I perceived a fountain of pure water, over-run*- 
ning a bason which had been placed! for it by 
his lordship.- I was informed, that there were 
many such on the same road, and that he was 
accustomed to bestow a few half-crow* pieces, 
plenty of which he always kept loose in* a* side* 
pocket, on any water drinkers he might happen 
to find partaking of his favorite beverage, which 
he never railed to recommend with peculiar force 
and persuasion. On my approach, I stopped 
some time to examine the mansion. It is a good 
plain gentleman's seat ; the grounds were abun- 
dantly stocked with black cattle, and I could 
perceive a horse or two on the steps of the prin- 
cipal entrance. After the necessary inquiries, I 
was conducted by a servant to a little grove, on 
entering which,, a building with a glass catering 
that at first sight appeared to be a> greenhouse, 
presented itself. The man who accompanied me 
opened a little wicket, and on looking m, I per- 
ceived, immediately under the glas*, a bath, with 
a current of water, supplied f root a pond behind. 
On approaching the door, two handsome spa* 
nieis, with long eaw, apparently of king Charles's 
breed, advanced, and like faithfirl guardians;, 
denied us access, till soothed by the well known 
accents of the domestic. We- then- proceeded, 
and gfitsAy passing along a wooden floo», saw his 
lordship stretched on his face pt tbe farther end. 
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He had just come out of the water, and wasMress- 
ed in an old blue woollen coat, and pantaloons 
of the same color. The upper part of hirhead 
was bald, but the hair on his chin, which cpuld 
not be concealed even by the posture he had as-- 
suited, made its appearance between his arms oh 
each side. I immediately retired, and waited at 
a little distance until he awoke ; ' when rising, he 
opened the door, darted through the thicket, 
accompanied by his dogs, and made directly lor 
the house, while some workmen employed in- 
cutting timber, and whose tongues only I had* 
beard before, now made the woods resound 
again with their axes. 

Various oddities were likewise discoverable in 
his dress, which was always plain, and even 
mean ; nor can it be denied, that the hair with 
which the lower part of his face was so well fur- 
nished, gave something of a squalid appearance 
to his whole person. His manners approached, 
to a primitive simplicity, and though perfectly 
polite, he seemed in every thing to study singu- 
larity. He apoke and acted in a manner pecu- 
liar to himself, at the same time treating those 
around him with frankness and liberality. His 
diet consisted chiefly-of beaf-tea ; wine, and spi- 
rituous liquors he held in abhorrence. He, in-; 
deed, discouraged the consumption of exotics 
of every description, from an idea that the pro- 
ductions of our own island are competent to the. 
support of its inhabitants. ■ Beef, over which 
boiling water frad been poured, and eaten off a 

6 
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Wooden platter, was a favorite dish, on which \6 
frequently regaled, lie would not touch tea or 
coffee; for sugar he substituted honey, as he always 
cherished a strong attachment to sweet things* 
He abhorred fire, and delighted much in the en- 
joyment of the air, without any other canopy 
than the heavens, and in winter his windows 
were generally open. In his youth he was much 
attached tp the fair &?x, and even in his old age 
he iB said to have been a great admirer of female 
beauty. 

"• The manner in which he conducted, for it can- 
not with propriety be said, cultivated, his pater- 
nal estate, was another singular trait in the cha- 
racter of his , lordship. The woods and parks 
which surrounded his mansion were suffered to 
vegetate in jvild luxuriance. Nature w^s not, iu 
any respect, checked by art, and the animals of 
every class £ nioyed the same state of perfect free- 
dpm, and were seen bounding through his pas- 
tures witffi. uncommon spirit and energy. His 
singuJaritjes^ased many ridiculous stories to be 
circulated concerning him, and among others, 
that he would not .suffer any of his tenants to 
sow barley, because that, grain might be con- 
verted int;o apftajt, ; ifd)iqh, ^Qujd pay a tax, and 
thus assist^ in carrying qu;a war,, which he con- 
ceived tq be unjust. , This alluded, to thjelate war 
with France;; how fqjrh. might be true we know 
not, but it seems to savor of that consistency 
which he so strictly ,u}aint$uaed ip. other parti- 
culars. 
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On the 10th of October, 1794, Mr. Robin- 
son succeeded to the title of Lord Rokeby, on 
the death of his uncle Richard Robinson, arch-' 
bishop of Armagh , and primate of Ireland. This 
accession of honor, however, produced no alte- 
ration in his sentiments or mode of life: he con- 
tinued to be the same plain, honest man, a cha- 
racter on which he justly prided himself. With 
respect to polities, his conduct through life was 
eminently consistent ; it was principles, and not 
men that he regarded/ 

At the general election in 1796, he crossed 
the country to Lenham, and stopping at the ' 
Checquers Inn, he was there surrounded by the 
country people from all the adjacent parts, who 
took him for a Turk. From that place he pro- 
ceeded ta. the poll-booth, and gave his* vote for 
his old friend, Filmer Honey wood. 

Prince William of Gloucester soon afterwards 
passing through Canterbury, felt a strong incli- 
nation to pay his lordship a visit ; which being 
mentioned at Mountmorris, Lord Rokeby very 
politely sent the prince an invitation to dinner. ' 
On this occasfon he presided at a plentiful board, 
and displayed all the hospitality of an old English 
baron. Three courses were served up in a. splen- 
did style to his royal highness and his suite, and ' 
the repast concluded with a variety of excellent 
wines, and in particular Tokay, which had been 
in the cellar half a century. 

At an age when most men think only of them- 
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selves, Lord Rokeby proved that he was not in- 
.•attentive to what he considered the dearest in- 
terests of his country. In 1797, he published 
an excellent pamphlet, entitled, " An Address 
to the county of Kent, on their petition for re- 
moving from the. councils of his Majesty his 
present ministers, and for adapting proper means 
to procure a speedy and a happy peace ; toge- 
ther with a postscript concerning the treaty be- 
tween the Emperor of Germany and France,. 
And concerning our domestic situation in time 
to cpme." His reply to a letter addressed to him 
by Lord Castlereagh, was likewise a production 
that would have done honor to a man who had 
not passed his grand climacteric. 

The family of Lord Rokeby has, indeed, been 
distinguished for a literary turtu It was a iela*» 
live of his who wrote the celebrated treatise oft 
gavel-kind. His. eldest sister, the late Mrs- 
Montague, successfully defended the memory 
and genius of Shakespeare against Voltaire : the 
.younger, Mrs. Scott, who died in 1795, wrote 
several novels, some of which attained conside- 
rable reputation: and his nephew,. Matthew 
Montague, is not wholly unknown ia the world 
of letters. 

From what had been»already said* it appear*, 
that, independent of Jus beard,. Lord Rokeby 
was a very singular character. He lived a con- 
siderable portion of his life in water, tempered 
by the rays of the sun, and travelled on. foot at 
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an age when people of his rank and fortune al- 
ways indulge in a carriage. In the midst of a* 
luxurious age he was abstemious both in eating 
and drinking, and attained to length of life 
withoHt having recourse to the aid of medicine, 
and indeed with an utter contempt for the prac- 
titioners of physic. This he carried to such a 
length, that it is related, when a paroxysm was 
expected to come on, his lordship told bis ne- 
phew that if he staid he 'was welcome ; but if, 
out of a false humanity, he should Call in medi- 
cal assistance, and it should accidentally happeft 
•that he was not' killed by the doctor, he hoped 
he should have sufficient use of his hands and 
senses left to make a new will^ and to disinherit 
him. 

, With, all his eccentricities, however, Lord 
Rokeby possessed virtues by which his defects 
were -abundantly over-balanced, and among 
these not the least distinguished excellence, wa* 
•his ardent and unabated love of freedom. Ini- 
mical to measures which, in his opinio*), en- 
croached on the li{>erties of mankind, he never 
ceased to raise his voice against every species of 
oppression. ' Independent in his own views and 
manners, he spoke his mind freely on all occa*. 
sionsj and thus drew, * even ftom his enemies, 
expressions of admiration. Intent on the diffttl 
sion of happiness, he uniformly studied, though 
in his own peculiar manner, the welfare and 
prosperity of his country. - • „ " - \. •• 
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This truly patriotic and venerable nobleman 
Expired at his- seat in Kent, in the month of 
December, 18GQ» in the eighty-eighth year cfi 
his age. 



. ELIZABETH WOODCOCK- 

•THE human frame affords, in various points of 
view, a most astonishing subject of reflection*. 
How often do we not bear, for example, of cir; 
cmnstaoeesv the most trivial and insignificant, 
leading to the extinction of life, and yet how 
many instances are there not upon record of per 
soar surviving, hardships and suffering* of sueh 
-violence and duration, as human nature appears, 
utterly incapable of enduring! Among the latter 
Ike following history is not one of the least re- 
l&ftrkable. 

Elizabeth W oodcock was' die wife of a farmer 
at Impington, near Cambridge., On Saturday,, 
the 2nd of February, 1 700* she went on horse 
back to attend toe merket at the latter place. 
Returning home in the evening, between the 
hours of tkx and seven, she had proceeded as far. 
as within, half ^ mile of her. own heuse>, whea: 
her horse started at a soddem light, Which. & sup- 
posed to. have been occasioned by some meteor,, 
« phenomenon no t unusual at that season of the 

a 
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year. She was herself stmcfe with the light, an<J 
£xclaimfcd, « Good God {'whig -can this .her—* 
*Fhe, night was very ,sto*my apd jjiqlejatent ; a 
bleak winci blowing boisterously from the, north* 
east. A great quantity of snow had fallen dur- 
ing the day, but the surface of the gfound was 
not uniformly covered by it. Many, of the deep* 
est ditches were filled, while it was but thinly 
spread over, the open fields. »Ia the* toads and 
lanes, and many inclosed situations it had accu- 
' Ululated to a considerable depth ; not so much, 
indeed, as to .render the ways impassable, but 
sufficient to retard the progzesfrof the .traveller. 
.The dangers resulting: from these <*iscuinstances 
viay easily be. concieive&l . * * '; «•:' 

The horsey on starting, ram backward :i he .ap- 
proached the brink of a ditch," which -.Mm 
Woodcock recollected* and fearing teet~ti»e ai*i*» 
mal should plunge into it in 'his frigjtf, shepm- 
-dently dismounted with the utmos> expcditioik 
She resolved to lead the horse home on <£$£*$ 
but he again started, and broke from h£r» She 
Repeated: her attempt to >sei«e the bridle,; but 
the horse,, still under the' impression* of fear, sudr 
denly turned out of the road,, and directed his 
course to the right, over the /common field; She 
immediately foljdwed,. in th» hope* of overtaking 
hlm> but unfortunately lost: one of ben shoes in 
the snow. Although: fatigued with her exei tioos> 
and impeded in the pursuit by a heavy bbsfe*^ 
^QtU&ining several articles of domestic cousumg* 
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iron, Which she had brought from market, she 

.still persisted, and following him through an 

opening in a hedge, she overtook him, at 

.the distance of about a quarter of a mile from 

the place where she alighted. Taking hold of 

the bridle, she once more endeavored to lead 

•him home> hut had not retraced her steps farther 

.than! a thicket contiguous to th« above-mentioned 

-hedge, relief she found herself so much exhaust* 

«ed, and her hands and .feet, particularly her left 

foot, which was without a shoe, so exceedingly * 

• benumbed/ that she was incapable of proceeding 

farther. In this state she sat down upon the 

ground, and letting go the bridle, said to the 

4K>rse* calling him by his name : " Tinker, I am 

too much tirkd 1 ta.go any farther,, yon must go 

home without me ;" and exclaimed : " Lord have 

,»ercy upon me I what will become of me!" 

The house; as if understanding the words, of 
his mistress, accordingly went home His a*- 
-rival* consequently alarmed the husband of the 
iiuifortun ate woman ; who, accompanied by ano- 
•then person, set off with a lantern in quest of hey, 
and went quite to Cambridge, where he could 
obtain np other intelligence than that, she had 
Left the inn at six o'clock ithat evening. They 
^a^aini explored theiroacL the same night* and for 
Stim succeeding ,«Eays- with no 'better success,.- and 
.even searched %h& hutsi of the i gypsies- in that 
neighborhood^, suspecting thai she might, have 
keen robbed; and murdered by those people. 
The grojuad where the poor woman was, left 
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was 011 a level with the common field* She wa* 
well acquainted with its situation, as well as with 
its distance from, and bearing with respect to 
her own house. At this time there was but n 
small quantity of snow drifted near her, but it 
accumulated with such rapidity, that, at eight 
o'clock, which she knew by the ringing of Ches- 
terton bell, she was completely inclosed by It* 
The depth of the snow in which she was envet- 
Joped was about six feet, and over her head be* 
tween two and three. She was now incapable 
of making any effectual attempt to disengage 
herself, and the cold was so intense, that her 
clothes were frozea stiflk Resigning herself* 
therefor*, with. calmness, to her melancholy si- 
tuation, she* awaited the dawn of the succeeding 
day. 

In this uncomfortable state she passed the first 
Bigitt of hex captivity, during which, she slept 
very little* Early the next morning she distinctly 
hea*d the imaging ef a bell at one /rf the neigh- 
boring villages. Her mind was now engaged 
with the thoughts of bev preservation* and em- 
ployed itself in devising* expedients to attract the 
notice of any person passing, near the place, so* 
a* to lead n> a diseov^ryi ©f her situation. She 
observed before her a diicnlar aperture ia the 
snow, about two feet in lengthy and six. inches- 
Mi diameter, running ©bhqueiy upward* through 
the mass* Breaking off a branch of the bush* 
which was close to her, bfae thrust Heir handker- 
chief* with its- assistance, through the bole, and 
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rmngMt as a signal of distress, on a twig that re- 
mained tin'cdvgred.. yAt the same time, she re- 
collected -that the* change of- the moon was at 
hand ; and having an almanack in her pocket, 
she took it out, but not without great difficulty, 
for the purpose df consulting it, and found that 
there would be a new moon on the next day, 
February, the 4th: The difficulty which shfc 
found in taking the almanack from her pockety 
proceeded, in a great measure, from the stiffness 
-of her clothes ; but the trouble was compensated 
by the consolation which the prospect of a speedy 
change in her favor afforded. 

The £**femity of the hole wcis closed, on the 
first morning of her imprisonment, with a thin, 
covering of snow or ice; which easily transihit- 
tfeduhe light. This^he broke when she put out 
itoriiandktirtihitf) ; and inconsequence of the ad^ 
mission of the external air, she found herself 
very cold. The seoond morning it Wjis again 
•closed in a similar manner, atM thus continued 
iill the third day, after which it remained open. 
She perfectly distinguished the changes of day 
end njght, heard several times trje bells of her own 
find some of the reighboring villages, particn* 
Jariy that of Chesterton, which, in the winter 
, reason,, rings' every night at eight o'clock, and 
at -four i a the. morning ; and is two miles distant 
from the place where she sat. 
i. Her attention . was frequently rouaed by the 
$mnd of carriages upon . the .road, and the cries 
to!* animal?,: such as; the ^bleating 'ef sheep jemd 
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the barking of dogs. She- one day overheard a 
conversatipn between two gypbies., relative to an 
ass they had lost. Having a snuff-box . in bee 
pocket, she pulled it out, and took two pinches 
of snuff, but received so little gratification from 
the indulgence, that she never repeated it. It 
might be supposed that the irritation occasioned 
by the snuff, would have been peculiarly grateful* 
and that being deprived of all other comforts, 
she would have solaced herself with those which 
the box afforded till its contents were exhausted. 
Probably, however, the cold she endured might 
have deadened her powers-of sensation to such a 
degree that the snuff was no longer capable of 
communicating any stimulus. 

Finding that her left hand began to swell, in 
coasequeuce of her reclining, for a -considerable 
time, on that arm, she took two rings from her 

$nger ; and put &£&» together with ths-moNp 

*he had jn a small bo», conceiving, that, in cra*~ 
i>f hdr death, they would be less liable to be over* 
looked by -any person by whom she might be 
discovered. She frequently shouted with a.11 het 
force, ih the hope of being beard by any fcho 
chanced to pass that way* She particularly en- 
deavored to attmct the attention of the gypsies, 
who passed nearer to her than any other persons* 
but they perceived no sound proceeding from her 
snow-formed cavern. 

She had been entombed nearly a week, when 
on the Friday after the commencement of her 
misfortunes, a thaw took place. She now felt 
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extremely faint and languid; Till this time she 
had not had any sleep, and she subsisted during 
the whole period of her confinement on the snow, 
which she ate. In consequence of the thaw, her 
clothes now were soaked through ; the aperture 
already described, became considerably enlarged, 
and tempted her to make an effort for her re- 
lease. It was, however, ia vain: her strength 
was too much impaired, and her feet and legs 
were perfectly useless. She now, for the first 
time, began to despair of deliverance from this 
forlorn situation : her sufferings increased ; she 
sat with one of her hands spread over her face, 
and fetched profound sighs; her breath was short 
and difficult, and the symptoms of approaching 
dissolution became hourly more alarming. Such 
waslier situation, when the precaution she had 
taken, on her first being immured in this dreary, 
abode, led to her discovery. 

On Sunday, February the 10th, a young far- 
mer, named Joseph Muncey, returning home 
from Cambridge, about noon, crossed over the 
open field, and passed very near the place of 
Mrs. Woodcock's imprisonment. His eye was 
attracted by a colored handkerchief, suspended 
from the twigs ; he walked up to the place, and 
perceived an aperture in the snow. It was this 
aperture that led to the wretched prisoner's apart- 
ment, which was sufficiently large to afford her 
room Jto move herself three or four inches in any 
direction, but not to stand upright, being only 
about three feet and a half in height, and two 
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in the broadest part. He heard a sound issue 
from it,6uniIarto that of a person breathing: with 
difficulty. He looked in, and .beheld a female., 
figure, whom he immediately .recognized to be' 
the very person who had been so lqng missing. 
Without speaking to her, ne ran and communis 
cated the discovery he had made to. another young 
farmer and a shepherd, who were at a little dis- 
tance. Scarcely able tQ credit ;his report, ;they 
repaired with him to the sppt. The shepherji.. 
called out: « Are you there, Elizabeth Wood- 
cock f 9 on which she called h\px by his name, 
saying in a faint and feeble accent: "I know, 
your voice ; for God's sake help me out of this 
place. • , 

The utmost efforts were immediately made to 
comply with her request. The shepherd. cleared 
a, way through the snow till he was able to reach 
ti£r ; she eagerly grasped his hand, imploring 
him not to leave her. .? I have been here a long 
time/' observed she. . € i Yes/' answered the 
mat), " ever since Saturday."—" Aye, Saturday 
week," she replied, " I havehearti the bells go 
two Sundays for church." This observation 
proved how perfectly she was apprized of the du- 
ration of her confinement. 

„ During this conversation with the shepherd, 
the other two had hastened to the village to con- 
vey the information to her husband, and to pro- 
cure proper means for conveying her home- They 
soon returned, accompanied by Mr.. Woodcock, 
and some of .the neighbors, Winging with them 
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a chaise-cart, blankets, and refreshment. Hav- 
ing cleared the snow a little more away, one of 
the party went up to her, and, at her request, 
gave her a piece of biscuit and a small quantity 
of brandy, by which she* found herself conside- 
rable refreshed. When be took her up, to put 
her into the chaise, the stocking of the left leg, 
adhering to the ground, came off. Though 
he moved her with the utmost caution, she faint- 
ed in his arms. Nature. was greatly exhausted; 
and the motion, together with the impression 
made by the sight of her husband and neighbors 
was too much for her strength and spirits. Sh£ 
howevef, soon came to herself again, and being 
gently placed in the carriage, aiyl covered with 
the blankets, was conveyed without delay, tqf 
her own house. 

On her arrival there she was immediately put 
to bed ; her hands and anas were sodden, but 
not very cold, though her legs and feet were. 
The latter, indeed, were, in a great measure, 
mortified. Mr. Okes, the surgeon, who attended 
her, found that the frost had extended its vio- 
lent effects from the end of the toes to the mid- 
dle of the instep, including more than an inch 
above the heels, and all the bottom of the feet, 
which were mortified, so that medical applica- 
tions were incapahte of restoring them. Alljthe 
toes were removed, and the integuments from the 
bottom of one foot, but a piece at the heel was 
so long before it loosened -itself that the os calck 
and tendo J chillis h$id suffered. 

vol, i.— w>. 3. K 
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By the middle of April the sores began to di- 
minish ; her appetite was tolerably good, and 
her general health improving; but with ail these 
favorable circumstances, she felt extremely un- 
comfortable. Her prospect, it is true, was very 
discouraging. Though her life was saved, yet 
the mutilated state in which her sufferings had 
left her, without even a chance of being ever 
able to attend to the duties of her family, was 
worse than death itself. It is not improbable 
that this consideration preyed upon her spirited 
and contributed to abridge her life, for he/health 
began again to decline, and -she closed a linger-* 
iiig existence on the 13th of July, 1799- 
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PERHAPS no period ever produced a more 
singular character than Bisset; though in the 
age of apathy m which he lived, his merit was 
but little rewarded. At any former sera of time,, 
the man who could assume a command over the* 
dumb creation, and make them act with a doci- 
lity which far exceeded mere brutal instinct,, 
would have been looked upon as possessed of su- 
pernatural powers, according to the pagan no- 
tions ; or would have been burned as a wizard, 
according to the christian system. 
Bisset was born at Perth, in Scotland, about* 



»• BIS SET. £7 

the year 1721, He had one or two brothers bred 
to the watch-making business, who settled iu 
Ireland, but having himself served' a regular 
time to a shoe-maker, and being a remarkably 
good hand at what is called women's work, he 
went to London, where he married a woman 
who brought him some property, turned broker, 
and continued to accumulate money, until the 
notion of teaching quadrupeds attracted his at- 
tention in the year 1739. Reading an account 
4>f a remarkable horse shewn at the fair of St. 
Germain's, curiosity led him to try his skill on a 
horse and a dog which he bought in London, and 
he succeeded beyond all expectation. Two mon- 
kies Were the next pupils he took in hand - r one 
of these he taught to dance and tumble on tfee 
rope, whilst the other held a candle with one 
paw for his' companion, and with the other 
played a barrel orgaq. These antic animals he 
also instructed to play several fanciful tricks* 
such as drinking to the company, , riding and 
tumbling upon the horse's back, and going 
through several regular dances with the dog. 

Being a man of unwearied patience, three 
young cats were the next objects- of his tuition* 
He taught those domestic tigers, to strike their 
paws in such directions on the dulcimer, as to 
produce several tunes, having music-book* be** 
fore them, and squalling at the same time iu dif- 
ferent keys or tones, first, second, and third, by 
way of concert. In such a city as London, these 
feats could not fail of making some nois$ > hi* 
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house was every day crouded> and great inter- 
ruption given to his business. 

Among the rest, he was visited by an. exhibitor 
of wonders ;— Pinchbeck, brother to the littlfe 
gentleman, whose elegan,t trifling in the toy-way 
has been well known to attract the attention of 
royalty. This gentleman advised him to a public 
exhibition of his animals at the Haymarket, and 
even pro'mised> on receiving a moiety, to be 
concerned in, the exhibition. Bisset agreed, but 
the day before the performance, Pinchbeck de* 
dined, and the other was left to act for himself* 
The well known Ca'fs Opera was advertised iri 
the Haymarket $ the horse, the dog, the mon- 
keyi, and the cats, went through their several 
parts with uncommon applause, to crowded 
houses: and in a few days Ethuet found himself 
possessed of nearly a thousand pound* to reward 
his ingenuity, ' - 

This success excited, a desire of extending 
his dominion over other animals, including even 
the feathered kind. He procured a leveret, and 
reared it to beat several -marches on the drum 
-with its hind-l^gs, until it became a good stout 
hare. This creature, which is always set down 
^as the most timid, he declared to be asmischiev-. 
ous and bold an animal, to the extent of its 
power, as any with which he was acquainted; 
He taught canary-birds, linnets,, and sparrows, 
to spell the name of any person in company, to 
distinguish the hour and minute of time, and 
play many other surprising tricks; he trained 
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fix turkey-cock* tp go through a regafar coon* 
try-dance : but in doing this he confessed h* 
adopted the eastern method, by which camel* 
are made to dance, by heating the floor. In the 
course of sue month* teaching, be made a turtle 
fetch and carry like a dog; and having chalked 
the floor, and blackened its claws, could direct 
it to trace out any given name of the company. 
It is not, however, to be imagined, that the very 
great time be employed in teaching those different 
'creature*, could ever m*ke him a return for the 
neglect of his industry. He found himself con- 
strained, "m the course of a few years, to make 
an itinerant exhibition of part of his collection* 
and to sell some other ^oimak belonging to it. 

In the year 1775* be exhibited his animals in 
Dublin, to the very great astonishment of thou* 
taad&t after which he took the north-west circuit 
of the kingdom* and settled at length at Belfast, 
where he established himself in a public-house, 
determined to have nothing more to do with any 
but the rational part of animated nature. 

But the habits and amusements of life cannot 
fee all a? once abandoned. He trained a dog 
jmd a eat to go through many amazing perform* 
aocco* His confidence even led bim to try expe- 
riment* on a gold-fish, which he did not despair 
*f making perfectly tractable. But some time 
afterwards, a doubt being started to him, whe- 
ther the obstinacy of a pig could be conquered,, 
his usual patient fortitude was practised to try 
•the experitnent. He bought a black sucking- 
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pig in the market of Belfast for three, shillings* 
and trained it to lie under the stool on which he 
sat at his work. At various intervals, during 
six or seven months, he tried in vain to bring 
the young boar to his purpose : and despairing 
of every kind of success, he was on the point 
of giving it away, when it struck him to adopt 
a new mode of teaching; in consequence of 
which, in the course of sixteen months, he made 
an animal, supposed the most obstinate and per* 
verse in nature, to become the' most tractable 
and docile. 

In August, 1763, he once more turned itine- 
rant, and took his learned pig to Dublin, ^ where 
it was first shewn for tw& or three nights at Ra* 
nelagh. It was not only under full command, 
but appeared as pliant and good-natured as a 
spaniel. When the weather made it necessary 
that h6 should remove to the city, he obtained 
permission of the chief magistrate, and adver- 
tised the pig for exhibition in Dame-street. It 
was seen two or three days by many persons of 
condition, to spell, without any apparent direc-" 
tion, the name or names of those in company, 
to cast up accounts, and to point out even the 
words thought of by persona present; to tell ex*- 
actly.the hour, minutes, and seconds; to point 
out the married and unmarried \ to kneel, and 
make his obeisance to the company, with many 
other tricks no less wonderful and extraordinary. 
Bisset was thus in a fair way of " bringing hk 

pfg to * good market/* whea a man, whose ig~ 



SARAH BISHOP. 31 

norance and insolence disgraced authority, broke 
into the room ; with that brutality which the 
idea of power gives, (what Shakespeare calls) a 
** pelting petty officer/' he assaulted the unof- 
fending man, broke and destroyed every thing 
by which the performance was directed, and 
drew his sword to kill the swine, which might 
justly have been called a half -reasoning, instead 
of a grovelling animal, that in the practice of 
good manners, was at least the superior of the 
assailant. The injured Bisset pleaded, without 
any avail, the permission he obtained from 
the chief magistrate ; he was threatened to be 
dragged to prison, if he was found any more of- 
fending in the same manner. The agitation of 
mind he experienced on this occasion, threw him 
into a fit of illness from which he never recover-* 
ed ; and he died not long after at Chester, on 
his way to London. % 
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THAT the impulse to solitude sometimes acts 
with irresistible power over the human mind^ 
and causes man to- estrange himself entirely from 
the society of his fellow-creatures* is proved by 
numerous instances both in ancient and modern 
times. These, instances are, however^ almost en- 
tirely confined to ope sex. Various causey both 
physical audi jaoral, concur to excite iiv mea a 
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frequent inclination to retirement ; wUik other* 
of a contrary nature produce, in the female mind, 
contrary effects. Among the many examples of 
total feclasion which are upon record, there are 
very few of women who have sunaitted to ita pri- 
vations. To find one of the fair sex immured 
fa a cawe, remote from all human society, may 
justly be considered as a circumstance not a lit- 
tle remarkable. Acquainted with all their deli* 
«aey of body, their natural timidity of mind, and 
their inordinate love of seeing, and being seen, 
we cannot withhold our astonishment when we find 
One of them formatting all human society for the 
dreary haunts of savage beasts, and the account 
appears almost too romantic to obtain belief. The 
following narrative furnishes an example of a 
singular female character of this description, now 
tending in the neighbourhood of Salem, in 
Duchess county, in the American State of Hem 
York. 

Sarah Bishop was a young lady of considera- 
ble beauty, a competent share of mental endow- 
ments and education ; she possessed a handsome 
fortune, but was of a tender and delicate consti- 
tution, enjoyed but a precarious state of health,, 
and could scarcely be comfortable without con- 
stant recourse to medicine and cwefal attendance. 
Ehe was often heard to say that she had ne dread 
of any animal on earth but man. Disgusted 
tvith her fellow-creatures, she withdrew from all 
fcutnan society, and at the age of about twenty* 
seven, in the Woomof life, reported to the 
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tains which divide Salem from North Salem : 
where she has spent her days to the present 
time, m a cave, or rather cleft of the rock, 
withdrawn from the society of every living 
being. 

• As the traveller passes the southern and most 
elevated ridge of the mountain, and begins to 
descend the southern steep, he comes to a per* 
pendicular descent of rock of about ten feet, 
in the front of which is this cave. At the foot 
of the rock is a gentle descent of rich and fer* 
tile ground ; extending about ten rods, when it 
abruptly forms a frightful precipice, descending 
about half a mile to the pond, known by the 
fiams of Long Pond* 

On the right and left of this fertile ground/ 
the moaatain me* in elifft, and almoit eneloae* 
U» being a aquare of about half an acre* In 
the front of. the rock on the north, where the 
eave is* and level with the ground, there ap 
pears to be a large fragment, of the tine of 
about two fathoms, thrown out of the rock by 
some unknown convulsion of nature, lying ia 
front of the cavity whence it was rent, partly 
ioclosing the mouth, and forming a room of the* 
same dimensions with the mass itself: the rock 
is left entire above, and forma the roof of this 
humble mansion. 

This cavity is the habitation of ftiis female her* 
iriit, and here she has spent twenty-three of hec 
best years, self-secluded from all human society, . 
She keeps no domesticated animal, not even a fowl, 
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a cat, or a dog. Her littte plantation, consisting 
of half an acre, is cleared of wood, and reduced 
to grass, but she makes little use of it, excepting 
that she has raised a few peach trees on it, and 
plants yearly a few hills of beans, cucumbers, 
and potatoes. The whole plot is surrounded 
with grape-vines of luxuriant giowth, which 
overspread all the surrounding wood, and pro- 
duce grapes in the greatest abundance. ' On the 
opposite side of the cave is a fine spring of ex- 
cellent water, which issifes'from the side of the 
mountain, and loses itself in this little place. 

" At this fountain," says a traveller who went 
purposely to visit this spot, in November, 1804, 
" we found the wonderful woman, whose ap- 
pearance it is rather difficult to describe; indeed, 
like riature in its first state, she was without form, 
that is, she appeared in no form or position I 
had ever seen before ; her dress appeared little 
else but one confused and shapeless mass of rags* 
patched together without any order, obscuring; 
all appearance of human shape, excepting her 
head, wich was clothed with a luxuriancy of 
lank grey hair, depending on every side just as 
nature and time bad formed it, without any kind 
of artificial covering or ornament whatever. 

'• When she had discovered our approach* 
her manner resembled that of any wild and ti- 
mid animal. She started, hastened with the ut- 
most precipitation to her cave, in which sh^ 
took refuge, and barricaded the entrance with, 
old shells, which ahc palled from the decayed 
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trees. To this bumble mansion we approached, 
and after some conversation with her, obtained 
permission to remove the pallisades and look in ; 
for we were not able to enter, the room being 
only large enough to accommodate a single per- 
son. We conversed with her a considerable 
time, found her to be of a sound mind, a reli- 
gious turu of thought, and entirely happy and 
contented with her situation ; of this she has 
given repeated demonstration to others, who have 
in vam solicited her to quit this dreary abode. 
We saw no utensil, eitlier for labor or cookery/ 
except an old pewter bason, and a gourd-shell ; 
no bed but the solid rock, unless it were a Serf 
old rags, scattered here and there upon it ; no 
bed-clothes of any kind ; nor the least appearance 
of any sort of food, and no fire. 

* € She had, indeed, a place in one corner of 
her cell, where she kindles a fire at times, but.it 
does not appear that any fire has been kindled" 
there this year, (1804). To confirm this opi- 
nion, a gentleman says, that he passed her cell 
five or six days after a great fall of snow in the 
beginning of March last, that she had no fire 
then, and had not been out of her cave since 
the snow had fallen. How the subsists during 
the severe season, is yet a mystery. She says 
she eats but little flesh of any kind, and it is dif- 
ficult to imagine how she is supported through 
the winter season. In the summer she subsists 
on the berries, nuts, and roots, which the moun- 
tains afford. It may be, that she secretes ber 
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winter store in some other fissure in the rock, 
more convenient for that purpose, than the cell 
she inhabits. 

" She keeps a Bible with her, and says she 
takes much satisfaction, and spends much time 
in reading and meditating on its pages. It may 
- be, this woman is a sincere worshipper of God ; 
if so, she is yet more rich, wise, and hap^y, than 
thousands in affluence and honor, who behold 
her with astonishment and scorn. At any rate, 
from this humble, yet astonishing page of human 
nature, we read a most interesting lecture on the 
human heart. It was the peculiar state of this 
woman's heart which impelled her to forsak^ the 
society of mankind, and led her to this solitary 
mansion. The human heart, under the impulse 
of any particular propensity, will seek happiness. 
in solitude, dishonor, deformity, and death it- 
self, while its antipathies/ on the contrary, can 
embitter a paradise of joy." 
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THE folloWiug pages' afford a striking illustra-* 
tion of the remarks of Dry den, who observes* 
that, 



Content is wealth, tlte riches of the mind, 
And happy he who can that treasure find ; 
But the base miser starves amid his store, 
Broods f)Vr his gold, and griping stilt for more, 
Sits sadly pining, and believes he's pour. 

Daniel Dancer, one of .tbe most remarka- 
ble instances. of the insatiable thirst of gold re- 
corded in the history of human nature, was born 
in tbe year 1716, on Harrow-weald Common, 
near Harrow, in Middlesex. His father, who 
possessed . considerable property, had four chit* 
dren, three sons and one daughter, of whom 
Daniel was the eldest. His youth was not dis- 
tinguished for^any {/articular passion or propen- 
sity, and it was not till he succeeded lo the for- 
tune which devolved to him by the death of hia 
father, that he manifested the inordinate love of 
money, which rendered him miserable during the 
remainder of his life. His sister, whose disposi- 
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tion exactly corresponded with his own, conti- 
nued to reside with him till his death. 

The fare of this saving couple was invariably 
the same. They used constantly on a Sunday to 
boil a sticking of bee£ with fourteen hard dum- 
plings, and this was to last during the whole 
' week. No consideration could induce them to 
ahei' this arrangement, excepting it were a cir~ 
cumstance like the following. Mr. Dancer walk- 
ing out one morning, found on the common a 
sheep, which had apparently died of disease. He 
instantly seized the precious present which fortune 
bad thrown in his way, carried home the carcase, 
skinned it, and cut it up ; after which his sister 
made it into pies. Whether Mr. Dancer was 
delighted at thus living at a small expence, or at 
the change of diet they afforded, he expressed 
a great partiality for these pies, and 'was ex- 
tremely frugal of them while they lasted. 

Had not Miss Dancer lived in an enlightened 
age, she would most certainly have run the risk 
of incurring the penalties inflicted on those un- 
happy wretches accused of witchcraft ; so per- 
fectly did her appearance agree with the ideas at- 
tached to a witch. She seldom stirred out of 
her miserable hut, except when alarmed by the 
cries of huntsmen and hounds : on such occa- 
sions sh£ used to sally forth, armed with a pitch- 
fork, with which she endeavored to repel the 
progress of these intruders on her brother's 
grounds ; and her appearance was rather that 
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of a moving .mass of rags, than of a human 
being. 

During her last illness, her brother was fre- 
quently requested to procure medical assistance 
for her. His reply was, " Why should I waste 
my money, in wickedly endeavoring to counter- 
act the will of Providence? If the old girl's time 
is come, the nostrums of all the quacks in Chris- 
tendom cannot save her : and she may as well 
die now as at any future. period " Of lawyers 
and physicians he entertained a very unfavorable 
opinion. Sooner than have any connection with 
a lawyer, he said, he would deal with the devil ; 
and 4o use his own expression, "All the gentle- 
men of the faculty are mecfical tinkers, who, in 
endeavoring to patch up one blemish in the hu- 
man frame, never fail to make ten" He thought 
bellows-makers, undertakers, and" trunk-makers* 
very extravagant fellows, on account of their/ 
great waste of nai]s, which profusion he thought 
unnecessary. 

The only food he offered his sister during her 
indisposition was her usual allowance of cold 
dumpling and sticking of beef, accompanied 
with the affectionate declaration, that if she did 

_____ i * 

not like it, she might go without. The kindness, 
of Lady Tempest and Captain Holmes, who in- 
herited the whole of Mr. Dancer's fortune, made 
ample amends for her brother's inhumanity, and 
soothed her dying moments. In consideration 
of her .tenderness, Miss Dander intended to have 
left Lady Tempest the property she possessed to 

l 2 
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the amount of 20001. She, however, expired 
before she signed her will, which she had di- 
rected to be made, on which her two other bro- 
thers who were equally celebrated for parsimony, 
put ijv their claim for a share of her fortune. 
To this proposal Daniel refused to accede, and a 
law-suit ensued ; the result was, that he recover- 
ed 10401. of his sister's property, as the price of 
her board for thirty years, at 30k per annum, 
and 1001. for the two last years, in which he de- 
clared she had done nothing but eat and lie in 
bed. What remained after these deduction* 
was equally divided among the three brothers. 

On the death of his sister, finding himself 
lonesome, he hired a man for his companion, 
who was a proper counterpart of himself. This 
servant, Griffiths, had, by severe parsimony, . 
contrived to accumulate 5001. out of wages which 
hud never exceeded 101. per annum. At the 
time he hired with Mr. Dancer, he was about 
sixty years of age, and his wages were eighteen^ 
pence per week. Hie assisted his master in pick- 
ing up bones, 8tc. accordingly, when they went 
out, they took different roads for the same pur- 
pose; but Griffiths having a taste for strong beer 
would tipple a little, which was the cause of 
much altercation at night, when he returned 
home to his master. 

From a principle of rigid economy, Mr. 
Dancer rarely washed his hands and face ; 
and when he did, it was always without the as- 
sistance of either soap or towel. Dispensing 
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with those articles of expensive luxury, he used, 
when the sun shone, -to repair to a neighboring 
pool, and after washing himself wi^h sand, he 
would he on his back in the sun* to dry himself. 
His tattered garpaents, which were scarcely suffi- 
cient to cover his nakedness, were kept together 
by a strong hay-band, which he fastened round 
his body. His stockings were so patched, that 
Dot a vestige of the original could be perceived, 
and in cold and dirty weather he wound about 
his legs ropes of hay, so that his whole figure 
presented the most striking picture of misery that 
can possibly be conceived. 

At one period of his life, he used annually to 
purchase two. shirts, but for several years pre* 
ceding his death, he allowed .himself only one. 
This he bought at some old clothes shop, and 
seldom exceeded half-a-crown in price. After 
coming into his possession, it never underwent 
the operations of washing or mending, nor did 
he ever change it till it dropped from his back 
in rags. In making one of these purchases, he 
was involved in an affair which gave him no 
-sm^ll trouble and uneasiness. Being desired by 
the mistress of a shop, to which he went to pur- 
chase an old shirt, to mention his price, he told 
her, a as much under three shillings as possible/' 
A shirt was accordingly produced,, for which* 
after bargaining a long time, Dancer, as he de- 
clared, agreed to give two shillings and nine- 
pence. He gave the woman three shillings, and 
waited' for. the change, but to his mortification* 
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£nd surprize, she refused to give any> positively 
asserting, that he had agreed to take the shirt at 
the price she had received. Remonstrances were 
^ain, and to suffer such a diminution of his pro- 
perty without endeavoring to obtain redress, he 
regarded as criminal. He therefore summoned 
the woman to a. court of conscience, and to sup- 
port his claim made two journies to town ; but 
after a full hearing, the poor man was not only 
Nonsuited but, obliged to pay the costs of the 
court* to the enormous amount of five shillings; 
To add to his vexation, his two journies had put 
him to the additional expence of three-pence 
more: for it can scarcely be § supposed that a 
plan of his age and wealth could travel on foot 
fifteen miles, and back again on the same day, 
without the extraordinary indulgence of a pen- 
ny-worth of bread and cheese, and a half-penny- 
worth of small beer. At this time Mr. Dancer 
was in the possession of property to the amount 
of 30001, a year ! 

When his sister died, he had a pair of sheets 
on his bed, which he would never suffer to be 
removed : but lay in them till they were worn 
out. He would not allow his house to be clean- 
ed, and the room in which he lived was nearly 
filled with sticks he bad collected from his neigh* 
hours* hedges, He was for many years his own 
cobler, and the last pair of ahoea he wore had 
become sq large and ponderous, from the fre- 
quent soles and coverings they had recfeived A 
that they rather resembled hog-trougha thao. 
shoes* 
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Such was his attention to parsimony in every 
thing that could in the smallest degree contri- 
bute to his advantage, that when obliged to re- 
lieve the wants of nature, he would rather walk 
two miles than not assist in manuring his own 
hinds. He gathered in his rambles all the bones 
he met with, and rather than return home emp- 
ty-handed, he would load himself with the dung 
of the cattle otr-the common. The bones he 
Urst picked himself, and then broke in pieces 
for his dog Bob. His conduct to this favorite, 
whom he always called, (t Bob my child," 
affords a striking instance of human inconsis- 
tency ; for while he himself would swill the pot- 
liquor of- Lady Tempest's kitchen, to save the 
expence of a penny, Bob was allowed a pint 
of milk daily. His affection for this domes* 
tic was nevertheless, overpowered by a conside- 
ration which, with him, carried irresistible weight. 
Complaints were made to him that Bob had wor- 
ried some sheep : on this, he took the dog to a 
blacksmith'^ shop, where he ordered aH his teeth 
to be broken off short, to prevent a repetition of 
the mischief, for which he might probably have 
been compelled to make compensation. 

Snuff was a luxury in which it is natural to 
suppose that he never indulged ; yet he always 
begged a pinch from those who did. In this 
manner he used in about a month to fill a snuff- 
box, which he always carried ipi his pocket. He 
% hen exchanged its contents at a chandler s shop 
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for a farthing candle, which was made to last^ 
till he had again filled his box, as he never suf- ^ 
fered any light in his house, except when he was ^ 
going to bed.' — A horse which he kept for some 
time was" never allowed more than two shoes, for 
his fore-feet ; to shoe the hind-feet being, in his 
opinion, an unnecessary expence. 

The report of his wealth, and the idea of its 
concealment about the house, once brought a 
troop of house-breakers, who very easily enter- 
ed, but could find little property. This man 
concealed his treasure where no one could think 
of looking for it. Bank notes usually lay with 
spiders amongst the cobwebs in the cow-house ; 
guineas were concealed in holes in th^, chimney, 
and about the fire-place, covered with soot and 
ashes. Soon after the robbery, the thieves were 
apprehended, and as Mr. Dancer's presence at 
their trial became necessary, Lady Tempest 
begged his acceptance of a clean shirt, that he 
might make a decent appearance ; but he de- 
clined the generous offer, assuring her that he 
Had a new one on, which he had bought only 
three. weeks before, when it was quite clean. 

This accident probably made some impression, 
and rendered him desirous of placing his money 
in a more secure situation thaahis6wn wretched 
hut. Repairing not long after to London, to 
invest two thousand pounds in the funds, a gen- 
tleman who met him near th£ Exchange, mis- 
taking him for a beggar, put a penny into his. 
hand. Though, somewhat surprized at first, yet 
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recollecting that every little helps, he put the 
money into his pocket, and continued his walk. 

Lady Tempest, who was the only person that 
had any influence on the mind of this unhappy 
man, employed every possible persuasion and , 
device to induce him to partake of those conve- 
niences and Comforts which are so gratifying to 
others, but without effect. One day she, how- 
ever, prevailed on him to purchase a hat of a 
Jew for a shirting, that which he wore having been 
in constant use for thirteen years. She called 
upon him the next day, and to Tier surprize 
found that he still continued to wear the old one. 
On enquiring the reason, he, after much solici- 
tation informed her, that his old servant Grif- 
fiths, had given him sixpence profit for bi#har» 
gain. 

The same lady, knowing that he was fond of 
trout stewed in claret, once sent him some as a 
present; The 3tety had become congealed dur? 
x ing the night, and thpugh he durst not eat, til): 
itjwas warmed for fear of the tooth-ache, to 
which he was subject, yet he could not on any 
account afford the ex pence of a fire. The in- 
genious method by which he contrived to re- 
lieve himself from this embarrassment, is cer- 
tainly worthy of admiration. The weather was 
frpsty, and at such times he always lay in bed to 
keep himself warm, and he conceived that a si- 
milar mode of proceeding would produce the 
same effect on the fish. He accordingly direct- 
ed it to be put, with the sauce, into a pewter 
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plate, and covering it with another, placed them 
tinder his body, and sat upon them till the Con- 
tents were sufficiently warmed ! 

During the illness which terminated his mis- 
spent life, Lady Tempest accidentally calling 
upon him, found him lying in an old sack, which 
came up to his neck. To her remonstrances 
against the impropriety of such a situation, he 
replied, that having come into the w r orld with- 
out a shirt, he was determined to g<*out of it in 
the same manner. She then requested him to 
have a pillow to raise his head, when he imme- 
diately ordered his old servant Griffiths to bring 
him a truss of hay for that purpose. Thus expired - 
this miserable man,- in October, 1794, in the 78th 
year of his age. 

His house, which at his death devolved to 
Captain Holmei, was a most miserable building, 
not having been repaired for half a century : 
though poor in external appearance, it was, how- 
ever, discovered to be very rich within'; at dif- 
ferent times, Captain Holmes found large bowls 
filled with guineas and half-guineas, and parcels of 
bank-notes stuffed under the covers of old chairs. 
Large jugs of dollars and shillings were found in. 
the stable. At the dead of night Mr. Dancer 
was Jcnown to go to this place, but for what pur- 
pose no one^could tell. It afterwards appeared 
that he used to rob one jug, to add to a bowl, 
which was found buried in the kitchen. 

It took many weeks to explore the contents of 
his dwelling. One of hi? richest escrutoirs was 
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the dung-heap in the cow-house, which contain- 
ed near 25001. and in an old jacket, carefully 
tied, and strongly nailed down to the manger, 
was the sum of 5001. in gold and Bank notes. 
In the chimney was about 2001. and an old tea- 
pot contained Bank notes t© the value of 6001. ; 
it was covered with a piece of paper, whimsi- 
cally inscribed, t€ Not to be hastily looked ever.* 
. He left in landed property to the amount of 
5001. per annuta to Lady Tempest, and after her 
death to her only son, Sir Henry Tempest, of 
Stoke-end, Hereford : in short, the whole pro* 
perty 'which hfe left to Lady Tempest and her 
brother Captain Holmes, was about 30001. per 
annum. Lady Tempest did not long enjoy th« 
accession of wealth which she Acquired by this 
miser's death ; for she contracted an illness dur- 
ing her attendance upon Mr. Daneer in his last 
hours, that in a few months terminated her own 
life, in January, 1795. 

Notwithstanding his great penury, Mr. Dan- 
cer possessed some praiseworthy qualities. He 
observed the most rigid integrity in every trans- 
action, and was never averse to assist those of 
whom he entertained a good opinion, and whose 
embarrassments required a temporary aid ; but, 
at the same time, it must be confessed, he did 
not lend his money without expecting the usual 
interest. His servant, Griffiths, always fared 
much better than his master, having been in- 
dulged with whatever he chose to feat anddrink, 
besides a good and comfortable bed to sleep on. 
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The latter Mr. Dancer deemed an unnecessary 
luxury, yet his allowing his servant that which 
he .denied himself, renders his character .still 
more wonderful and unaccountable. 



HON. MR. HASTINGS. 

IN the seventeenth century lived Mr. Hastings, 
*on, brother, and uncle, to different earls of 
Huntingdon. In the year 1638, he resided at 
Woodlands, in the county of Dorset. He wa$ 
an original in the age in which he lived, or. rathe* 
the copy of our ancient nobility, in hunting and 
in warlike tipies. He was low of stature, very 
strong and very active, with reddish flaxen hair; 
his clothes were, always made of green cloth, and 
weje never worth five ^pounds when new. His 
house was perfectly in the old fashion, situated 
in the midst of a large park, well stocked with 
deer. Near the mansion was a rabbit-warren 
to serve his kitchen, and his domain contained 
many fish-ponds, abundance of wood and iim-- 
ber ; a bowling-green, long but narrow, full -of 
high ridges, it being never levelled after it was 
ploughed ; it had a banquetting house like a 
stand ; and also a large one built in a tree. He 
kept all manner of sporting dogs, for hunting 
buck, fox, hare> otter, and badger : and hawks, 
long and short winged. He had all stfrts of nets 
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for fish ; and had a walk in the New Forest, in 
the parish of Christ Church. This last supplied 
him with red-deer, sea and river fish, and in- 
deed all his neighbors' grounds and royalties were 
free to him who bestowed alHiis time on these 
sports, but what he borrowed to caress his neighs 
bors' wives, sisters, or daughters ; there being 
Hot a woman in all his walks of the degree of a 
yeoman's wife, and under the age of "forty, but 
it was heir own fault if he was not acquainted 
with her. This rendered him very popular, as 
he always spoke kindly to the husband, brother, 
or father, whom he promised to make s extremely 
welcome to his honse jvhenever he came; there' 
he found beef,, pudding, and small beer in great 
plenty. This house was not so neatly kept as to 
shame him or his dusty slaves, the great hall be- 
ing strewed with marrow-bones, fuJJ of hawks'- 
perches, hounds, spaniels, and terriers ; the up- 
per part be'ing always htmg with the skins of the 
foxes killed during the present and preceding 
Vear, with here and there a pole-cat, intermixed 
with game-keepers and hunting-poles in great 
abundance. The parlour was a large long room, 
as properly furnished : on a great hearth, paved 
with brick, lay some small favorite terriers, and 
the choicest hounds and spaniels : it was seldom 
but two of the great chairs had litters of young 
cats in them, which were not to be disturbed. 
Three or four of these animals constantly at- 
tended him at dinner, and he kept a little white 
round stick, fourteen inches long, lying by his 
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trencher, that he might defend such meat as he 
had no mind to part with to them. The win- 
dows, which were very large, served for olaces 
to lay his arrows, sling-bows, and crosvbows, 
and other such like accoutrements. The corners 

* 

ef the room were full -of the best chosen hunt- 
ing and hawking-poles ; at the lower end stood 
an oyster-table, which was in constant use twice 
a day, all the year round, for he never failed to 
eat oysters before dinner and supper through all 
the seasons ; the neighboring town of Poole sup- 
plied him with them. The upper part of the 
room had two small tables, and a desk, on the 
one side of which was a church bible, on the 
other the book of martyrs ; on the tables w r ere 
hawks' heads* bells, and such like, two or three 
old green hats, with their crowns thrust in, so as 
to hold ten or a dozen eggs, which were of a 
particular kind of poultry, which he took much 
care of, and fed himself. Tables, dice-boxes, 
and cards were not wanting : in the hole of the 
desk were plenty of tobacco-pipes, that had been 
used. On one side of this end of the room was 
the door of the closet, wherein stood the strong 
beer and the wire, which never came out but in 
single glasses, that being the rule of the house 
/exactly observed, for he never exceeded in drink 
or permitted it ; on the other side was the door 
into an old chapel not used for devotion. The 
pulpit, as the safest place, never wanted a cold 
chine of beef and venison pasty, gammon, of 
bacon, or great apple pie, with a thick crust ex" 
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tremely hard baked. His table cost him not much, 
though it was good to eat at ; his sports supplied 
almost all but beef and mutton, except Fridays, 
when he had the best salt fish, as well as other fish 
he could get, and this was the day on which his 
neighbors of best quality most visited him. At 
meals he very often poured syrup of gilly-flowers 
into his sack, and had always a large glass stand- 
ing by him, holding a pint of small beer, which 
he often stirred with rosemary. He was good- 
natured, but goon angry, calling his servants 
bastards, cuckolds," and knaves; in all which he 
often spoke truth to his-own knowledge, though 
of the same man. He lived to be an hundred, 
never lost' his eye-sight, but always wrote and 
read without spectacles, and got ou horse-back 
without help till past fourscore ; he rode to the 
death of the stag when ninety years of age, and 
died in 1650. 



MARY EAST. 

THE subject of this article is one among the 
numerous females that might be mentioned who 
have for a long series of years sustained the cha- 
racters, and devoted themselves to the occupa- 
tions and pursuits of men. We have seen them 
attaining the highest distinction in the republic of 
letters, entrusted * with important diplomatic 
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commissions and arriving at deserved eminencf 
in the military career. Their examples seem to 
prove that, with the same education, women 
Blight be enabled to acquit themselves with equal 
credit in the professions exclusively assigned to 
the other sex. 

Mary East was born about, the year 1715, and 
iv hen very young, was courted by a man for 
whorji she conceived the strongest affection.. This 
man afterwards falling into bad courses, resolved 
to try liis fortune on the highway \ but it was 
not long before he was apprehended for a rob- 
bery, for which he was tried and condemned to 
die; this sentence, however, was changed to 
transportation. This, circumstance, which hap- 
pened about the year 1731, so deeply affected 
the mind of Mary East, that she determined 
ever after to remain single. In the neighbor* 
hood of her residence lived another young wo- 
man, who having likewise met with several dis- 
appointments in* the tender passion, had formed 
a similar resolution. As they were intimate, they 
communicated their intentions to each other, and 
al length concluded to live together ^ Having 
consulted on the most prudent method of pro- 
ceeding, it w*as proposed that one of them should 
put on man's apparel, and that they should live 
as man and wife, in some place where they were 
not known. The only difficulty now was, who 
should be the man, which was decided by lot in 
favor of Mary East, who was then about six- 
teen years of age, and her partner seventeen* 
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The sum of money they possessed between them 
was about thirty pounds, with which they set 
out ; and Mary, after purchasing a man's habit, 
assumed the name of James How, by which we 
-shall be obliged for a while to distinguish her. 
In their progress they chanced to stop at a small 
public-house at Epping, which was to be let ; 
this house they took, and lived in it for some 
time. 

About this period a quarrel, of the cause of 
which we are not informed, took place between / 
James How and a young gentleman, against 
whom James, however, entered an action, and 
obtained a verdict for five hundred pounds da- 
•mages. With this sum our couple sought a place 
ih a better situation, and took a very good pub* 
lie house in Limehouse-hole, where they lived 
many years as man and wife, in good credit and 
Esteem ; and by their industry and frugality con- 
trived to save a considerable sum of money. 
Leaving the last-mentioned situation, they re- 
moved to the White Horse at Poplar, which, a» 
well as several other houses, they .afterwards pur* 
chased. 

In this manner they had lived about eighteen 
years, when a woman who was acquainted with 
Mary East in her youth, and was in the secret 
of her metamorphosis, knowing in what credit- 
able circumstances she now lived, thought this a; 
favorable opportunity to turn her knowledge to 
Ker own advantage. She accordingly sent to 
Sir. How for ten pounds, at the same time in- 
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timating that in case of a refusal, she would dia- 
-close all sjje knew concerning the affair. I^ear- 
ful x>f her executing this .threat, James, in <*6m- 
plianee withlier de-m and, -sent her the money/ 

For a considerable- time thev remained free 
from any farther, demands of a similar nature. 
How, with tier supposed wife, continued to live 
in good .credit till the year 1764; she had served 
all the parish offices in Poplar, excepting that 
of constable and churchwarden, from the former 
of which she was excused by a lameness in her. 
hand, occasioned by the quarrel above-men- 
tioned, and the functions of the latter she was 
to have performed the following year. She had_ 
keen several times foreman of juries, though her 
effeminacy w r as frequently remarked. At length, 
about Christmas, 1764, the woman, who had 
practised the former piece of extortion, resolved 
again to have recourse to the same expedient, 
*nd with the like menaces obtained ten pounds 
more. Flushed with her success, and embol- 
dened to prosecute her system of depredation, a 
fortnight had riot elapsed before she repeated 
her -demand for the same sum, which James 
happened sot to have in the house-; but stilt 
fearing a discovery, sent her tack 1 five pounds. 

About this time the supposed .wife of Jamea 
How was taken ill and died, and the woman 
iiotf formed a plan to encrease her depredations. 
For this purpose she procured two fellows to as- 
sist her in its execution : one of these, a mulatto, r 
passed for a police officer, and the other was 
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equipped with a pocket staff, as a constable, la 
these, characters they repaired to the White 
Horse, and enquired for Mr. How, who an- 
swered to the name. They .itiibimed' her that 
they were come from Justice Fielding, to appre- 
hend her for a robbery committed thirty years 
before, and that they were acquainted with the 
secret of her sex. She was terrified to the high- 
est degree on account of the discovery, but 
.• conscious of her innocence with regard to the 
robbery; 'and an intimate acquaintance, Mr. 
Williams a pawnbroker, happening to pass by, 
she called him in, and acquainted him with the. 
business of the two men, adding that she was really 
' a woman, but was innocent of the crime with 

which she was charged. Mr. Williams, as soon 
as he had recovered from the surprize occasion- 
ed by this disclosure, told her she should not be 
-carried before Sir John Fielding, but before her 
own bench of justices, adding, that he would 
just step home, and return in a few minutes to 
accompany her. On his departure, the ruffians^ 
.renewed their threats, but at the same time told 
her, if she would give them one hundred pounds 
they would cause her no farther trouble, if not, 
she should be hanged in six days, and they, v 
should receive forty pounds a-piece for bringing 
. her to justice. Notwithstanding their menaces, 
she firmly resisted their demand, waiting with 
the utniost impatience for the return of Mr. 
Williafris, Persisting In her refusal, they at 
length forced her out of the house, carried her 
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through the fields, and conveyed her to Garliclc- 
hill, to the house of their employer; wherewith 
threats they obliged her to give a draft at a short 
date on Mr. Williams, She was then set at li-* 
berty. 

It was now the month of July, . 1763. On 
Monday the 14th, the woman in whose favor 
the draft was given, wetit to Mr. Williams with 
it, to enquire if he would pay it, as it would be 
due the following, Wednesday ; he replied, that 
if she would bring it when due, he should know 
better what tp say. In the mean time he applied 
to the bench of justices for advice, and on the 
Wednesday a constable was sent, with orders to 
be in readiness in his house. The woman punc- 
tually attended with the draft, bringing the mu- 
latto with her; they were both immediately 
taken into custody, and carried before th« jus- 
tices sitting at the Angel, in Whitechapel, whi* 
ther Mr. Williams repaired, attended by Mary 
East, in the proper habit of her sex. The awk- 
wardness' of her behavior, occasioned by the al- 
teration of her dress, was such as tQ afford con- 
siderable diversion. 
• In the course bf the examination the woman 
denied having sent for the sum of one hundred 
pounds, which the men had demanded, but the 
iriulatto declared that if she had not sent him on 
such an errand', he should never have gone. By 
their numerous contradictions they completely 
unfolded the villainy of their designs ;' and the 
strongest proof being adduced of the extortion 
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and assault, they were both committed to Cler~ 
kenwell till the sessions, to be tride for the of- 
fence. The other man who was engaged in this 
nefarious transaction, would have been included 
in their punishment, had he not by flight evaded 
the arm of justice. 

It should have been observed, that before the 
supposed wife of James How died, finding her- 
self indisposed, she went to her brother's in Es-i 
sex, for the benefit of the air, and after some 
stay, perceiving that she was near her end, she 
sent for her supposed husband to come down to 
her. As How neglected to comply with her re- 
quest, she informed her brother that the person 
with whom she had cohabited was not her hus- 
band, but a woman ; that they were partners in 
the business, by which they had acquired be- 
tween three and four thousand pounds, part of 
which had been laid out in the purchase of Bank 
Stock. As soon as the supposed wife was dead 
and buried, her relations set out for Poplar to 
claim her share of the property, which was ac- 
cordingly delivered to them by Mary East. 

It is remarkable, that during the thirty-four 
years in which they lived together, neither the 
husband nor the wife was ever observed to dress 
a joint of meat, nor had they ever any meetings* 
or the like, at their house. They never kept any 
maid or boy, but the husband, Mary East, used 
always to draw beer, serve, fetch, arid carry out 
the pots, so extremely solicitous were they that 
their secret might not be discovered. 
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Alter she had disposed of her house and set* 
tied her affairs, Mary East retired into another 
part of Poplar, to enjoy with quiet and pleasure 
that property* she had acquired by fair and ho- 
nest means, and with an unblemished character. 
She died in January, 1781, aged sixty-four years, 
and left ber fortune to a friend in the country, 
and a young woman who lived with her. during 
her retirement as a servant. 
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IT is universally admitted that no country in the 
world produces so many humourists arid eccen- 
tric characters as the British islands. This ac- 
knowledgment is an indirect eulogy on the poli- 
tical constitution and the laws under which the 
English enjoy tfie happiness of living, and by 
"which each individual is suffered to gratify every 
whim, fancy, and caprice, provided it be not 
prejudicial to his fellow-creatures. It is, how- 
ever, very rarely that we meet with an instance 
6f that particular kifid of eccentricity by which 
the subject of this article was distinguished ; nay 
we much doubt whether any parallel case can be 
produced. 

' Henry Lee Warner, Esq, of Walsingham- 
Abbey, dn Norfolk, was bora in 1722, He was 
the lineal descendant and representative of the 
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eminent John Warner, formerly bishop of Ro- 
chester, whose estates he possessed, as well as 
those of Sir James Howe, Bart, of Berwick, 
Wilts, and of Henry Lee, Esq. of Daiie Jobs, 
in Kent. He was the accomlished scholar, the 
complete gentleman, and the sincere friend ; and 
although, from a series of iH health, and a natu- 
ral love of retirement, he early withdrew from 
filling those public stations> in which, with his 
ability, fortune, and integrity, he would have 
made a very distinguished figure, yet in private 
life he was universally respecied for his steady 
adherence to the rules of justice and moderation* 
and his constant practice of those leading duties 
of the Christian— humanity and benevolence. 

Of the various traits which marked the cha- 
racter of this extraordinary but truly amiable 
man, his mode of life, and his conduct towards 
those who abused his confidence and generosity, 
wjere the most remarkable. With him. the com*' 
mon distribution of time was completely re- 
versed, arid night was literally turned into day. 
His time of rising was always late in the even- 
ing, he' generally breakfasted at midnight, and 
dined at four or five in the morning. The dreg&in 
which it was his custom to appear, was precisely ' 
that of the English gentleman of the last age: a 
gold-laced coat and waistcoat, with deep slash- 
worked sleeves, and richly embossed buttons, a 
deep cbitterlin of rich yellow lace, curve-toed 
shoes, and oblong buckles. 

Froln a principle of. lenity and forbearance, 
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and an extreme tenderness of disposition, he 
permitted the most injurious depredations to be 
committed on his property with impunity ; and 
notwithstanding the system of depredation was 
carried to such a height, as also to render his ex- 
tensive woods, and even young plantations, a scene 1 
of desolation, yet when during his midnight 
walk any of the offenders were perceived .by 
him, he would mildly exclaim, " Take.care how 
you get down* that tree, or you may hurt your-* 
self." . . - 

The character of this gentleman, as drawn by 
Mr. Pratt, in his Gleanings in England, is not 
exaggerated. w At the Abbey (at Walsingham) 
resides," says the abt>ve writer, u a gentleman in 
the possession of a once-finely wooded domahi, 
of great politeness and urbanity, much reading, 
of sound understanding, who, nevertheless, has 
allowed almost every tree which his domain had 
to boast,' to >be deliberately cut down, and car- 
ried away, without- so much as making any man- • 
ner of enquiry after the offenders, or entering 
into any remonstrance as to their past, present, 
or future depredations, though this went to the 
loss of £0,000L I suppose," says Mr. Pratt, 
"-you would think ,1 must be fibbing, were I to 
inform ydu- that whoever has a mind to it, goes 
into his stable, saddles or harnesses a horse, and 
rides, or ploughs with him, brings him home at 
night, or keeps, him a week or a fortnight toge- 
ther, without so much as a question being asked ] 
by. the squire ; and what is wor^e, they pot only 
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steal wheat, barley, and other grain, from the 
field where it is sheaved, to save themselves the 
trouble of cubing it, but they are wicked enough 
to cut off *be corn-ears, by whole acres, before 
they are ripe." 

Mr. Warner, with all his . peculiarities, was 
endowed with a thousand qualities which do ho- 
nor to the heart of man; and with all bis shades 
of character, in which, however, there was no 
mixture of vice and immorality, be will long be 
remembered as a man of very tender feelings, a 
scholar, and a gentleman. Notwithstanding all 
the deep drawbacks upon his property, Mr. War- 
ner died extremely rich. He never went to 
church ; but the report of his having been of the 
Roman Catholic religion has been contradicted 
by s the authority of his friends. 

His remains were conveyed in a hearse from 
his venerable mansion to the parish church for 
interment, preceded by a number of his tenants 
on horseback, and followed by several ' of the 
most distinguished gentlemen in the neighbor- 
hood in their 'carriages, and by a great cpn- 
course of spectators. The pall was supported by 
Henry Styleman, Esq. high sheriff of the county* 
Sir George Chadd, Bart. Sir J&cob Astley, Bart. 
T. W. Coke, Esq. Henry Jodrell, Esq. and the 
Rev. W. Astley, The chief mourners were, Mr. 
Woodward, one of Mr. Warner's nephews, and 
Mr. Bragge, of Lynn, to whom the principal 
pant of his extensive property was bequeathed. 
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WILLIAM JENNINGS. 

William Jennings, Esq. a neighbor ana 

acquaintance of Mr. Elwes, of penurious memory, 
'possessed a character in some respects different 
from that of the latter, and although not quite 
so extravagant in hifc penury, he seems to have 
exhibited a more depraved mind. He was bora 
in the year 1701, and his father died when* he 
was on the point of completing a most sump- 
tuous and magnificent country-seat, which, for 
the grandeur of its hall, and the massive elegance 
of hs marble chimney-pieces, as well as the 
beauty and extent of its stables and other offices, 
• is totally unrivalled in that part of the country, 
and is excelled in few others. The stair-case, 
however, and one entire wing of the house, 
which w^s to have been principally devoted to a 
vast and superb ball-room, were left totally in- 
complete; and notwithstanding the son, when 
he attained his majority, found himself possessed 
in real and personal estate, of not less than 
200,0001. he never added another stroke to the 
unfinished structure, which remained in precisely 
the same state in which it was left on the decease 
of its more worthy projector. In this extensive 
palace, for it scarcely deserves a meaner appel- 
lation, Mr. Jennings resided, when in the coun- 
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try, to the latest hour of his life— yet not in the 
finished and fafhily apartments, but merely in 
the basement floor alone, which, by being not 
less than ten or fifteen feet below the surface of 
the court, and illuminated by. small and heavy 
windows, admitted but very seldom the reviving 
rays of the sun in any direction. Here,- on a 
level with most of the offices of this superb pile 
of building, in the midst of his servants, ^as 
his breakfast-room, his dining-room, and hi9 
bed-chamber, the entire furniture of which was 
of his own procuring, and consequently very 

9 

mean, and its whole value, perhaps, did not ex- 
ceed twenty pounds nor were the rooms above 
(excepting those in the wing aircady describ- 
ed) although completely finished imd magnifi- 
cently furnished by his fattier, ever opened but 
once during tha whole period of his possessing 
them, which extended to nearly a century. He 
had^ nevertheless, more family pride than Mr. 
Ehves, and maintained a table iu some degr.-e 
superior. In this dark and miserable compart-* 
ment of the house his dinner was always served 
up, even when he was alone (and he wa v s seldom 
otherwise) in the family plate: nor, if any por- 
tion remained after the wants of his diminutive 
household bpd been satisfied, would he suffer it 
to lie again introduced to assist in the dinner of 
the ensuing day. . The poor, however, were 
never benefited by this profusion of diet ; for it 
was his express order, and an Qrder uniformly 
adhered to, that the surplus should be distributed 
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among his dogs. He was never known, througln 
out the whole period of his life, -to exhibit one 
single charitable action : and so cold and unso- 
cial was his animal 'constitution, that a male 
friend was scarcely ever invited to sleep beneath 
his roof, and there is no instance of a female of 
any description having been indebted to him for 
the hospitality of a single night. In these respect* 
he was a character infinitely more despicable than 
his neighbor, who at all times evinced the utmost 
degree of politeness and gallantry to the fair sex ; 
and who, if he withheld his hand from the needy, 
withheld it in an equal degree from- himself. In 
his mode of encreasing his property, Mr. Jen- 
nings was also & more contemptible miser. 1 Elvves, 
when in London, occasionally frequented the 
gaming-table, but it was to participate with his 
associates in the various chances of the dice. 
Jennings, too, frequented it, and wtfs, in reality, 
at one period of his life, an habitual attendant 
at Brookes's or White's : -but it was not v to par- 
take in the multiplied fortunes of gambling, 
but to accommodate the unlucky with money 
for the evening, and to draw an enormous profit 
from the general loss. It is asserted, that for 
every thousand pounds he thus advanced, he 
received the next morning a thousand guineas^ 
T9 enable him to persevere steadily in this pro- 
fitahle concern, he ventured to purchase a house 
in Grosvenor-Square, where, indeed, he occa^ 
sionatly resided to the day of his death, and 
long after the infirmities of age compelled Una 
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to relinquish his dishonorable traffic. On quit- 
ting either his town or country-bouse he was ac- 
customed to draw up, with his own hand, an in- 
ventor}' of articles left behind, even to the mi- 
nutest and most insignificant ; and to examine 
them with the most rigid scrutiny on his return, 
to satisfy himself that he had not been wronged 
of his property. — The arrangement of this cata- 
logue, when he was quitting the country, was 
attended with no small degree of labor; for, ac- 
cording to the fashion of our forefathers, almost 
all the chimney-pieces throughout the house 
had been left to him furnished with an infinite 
variety of pieces of china, small as. well as large. 
Every little dog and duck, however; every 
tea-cup, ewer, and other toy, was duly noticed, 
and expected to £e found on his return, not only 
uninjured, but accurately occupying its immedi- 
ate post. 

To diminish the expence of wages paid to his 
house-keeper (or rather an old woman who kept 
his bouse) he used to allow it to be seen by stran- 
gers ; and, like a noble duke and duchess of the 
present day, to peraut her to add to her wages 
the gratuities offered On such occasions. The 
bargain being-thus mutually acceded to, the house 
was equally open for inspection whether he were 
within it or not; and, in the former case, when, 
the company had: reached the subterranean floor 
where he constantly resided, he used to remove 
from ropm to room till £he whole had been vi- 
sited. He had but a small circle of acquaint- 
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ance in the country ; he did not like, however, 
to be totally without occasional company, and 
induced some few gentlemen to pay him morn- 
ing visits, and to profess, a considerable friend- 
ship for him by the promise of legacies in hi* 
wilL And so f far'indeed as related to the literal 
promise itself, he pitnctu&Hy fulfilled it— for he 
x not only m£de his will, but bequeathed the ex- 
pected legacies : yet he took effectual care, at 
the same time, that neither his promises nor hi$ 
^vill should possess much validity, for he never 
executed the latter; and his entire property, at 
his death, amounting to little less than a million 
sterling, was in the first instance likely to become 
the subject of a chancery-suit between two no- 
ble families who advanced an equal claim to 
heirship. This suit, however, was shortly after- 
wards dropped, upon an agreement between -the 
parties to, divide the property in tranquillity. 
The only creditable trait in the character of this 
.miser is, that he never oppressed his tenants : he 
would never advance them a shilling for their ac* 
commodation, but he never raised their rents, 
nor distressed them for want of punctuality in 
their payments. And yet, while he thus rigidly 
forbore from every act of kindness and charity, he 
was, for the last twenty years previous to his death, 
losing upwards^of two thousand pounds annually, 
by the large sums of money he retained unem- 
ployed in the hands of his bankers. He kept- 
cash at two separate houses; and it was disco- 
vered, lit his death, that in one of them he had 



PrflNCE OF JA1AGONIA. 3! 

never possessed less than twenty-thousand pounds 
for the twenty years previous : and in the other 
he had uniformly had a larger sum for a longer 
period. He died in the year 1797, in the 97th 
year of his age. 



THE PRINCE OF PALAGONIA. 

THERE is scarcely any whim or caprice so ab- 
surd and ridiculous that r /ve shall not find in- 
stances of it upon record. The singular fancy 
of the Sicilian nobleman to whom the following 
pages relate, cannot, we conceive, be attributed 
to any other cause than deficiency oT derange- 
ment of intellects. Whichever of these may 
have been the occasion of his singular conduct, 
he is Certainly entitled to a place in this collec- 
-tion^ and as Brydone is the only writer who fur- 
nishes any particulars concerping him^ we shall 
transcribe the account given of the princ* by 
that interesting traveller in his Tour through Si- 
cily and Malta. 

" The Prince of Palagonia, a man of immense 
fortune, has devoted his whole life to the study 
of monsters and chimeras, greater and more ri- 
diculous than ever entered into the imagination 
of the wildest writers" of romance or knight-er- 
rantry. 

a The amazing crowd of statues that surround 
his house, appear at a distance like a "little army 
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drawn up for its defence; but when you get 
amongst them, and every one assumes his true 
likeness, you may imagine you have got into the 
regions of delusion and enchantment ; for of all 
that immense group, there is not one made to 
represent; any object in nature ; nor is the ab- 
surdity of the wretched imagination that created 
them less astonishing than its wonderful fertility 
It would require a volume to describe the whole, 
and a sad volume indeed it 'would make. He 
has put the heads of men to the bodies of e v very 
sort of animal, and the heads of every other 
animal to the bodies of men. Sometimes he 
makes a compound of five or six animals that 
have no sort of resemblance in nature. He puts 
the head of a lion to the neck of a goose, the 
body of a lizard, the legs of a goat, the tail of 
a fox. On the back of this monster he puts 
another, if possible, still more hideous, with 
five or six heads, and a bush of horns, that beats 
the beast in the Revelations all to nothing. There 
is no kind of horn in the world that he has not 
collected; and his pleasure is to see them all 
flourishihg upon the same head. It would be 
idle and tiresome to be particular in an account 
of these absurdities. The statues that adorn, or 
rather deform, the great avenue, and surround 
the court of the palace, amount already to six 
hundred, notwithstanding which, it may be truly 
said, that he has not broken the second com- 
jnandment ; for of all that number, there is not 
the likeness of any thing in heaven above, in 
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the earth beneath, or in the waters under the 
earth. The old ornaments which were put up 
by his father, who was a sensible man, appear to 
have been in a good taste. They have all been 
knocked to pieces, and laid together in a heap, 
to make room for this new creation. 

" The inside of this enchanted castle corre- 
sponds exactly with the out; it is in every respect 
as whimsical and fantastical, and you cannot 
turn yourself to any side, where you are not 
stared in the face by some hideous figure or other. 
Some of the apartments are spacious and mag- 
nificent, with high arched roofs ; which, instead 
of plaister or stucco, are composed entirely of 
large mirrorB, nicely joined together. The ef- 
fect that these produce (as each of them makes ' 
a small angle with the other) is exactly that of a 
multiplying glass ; so that when three or four 
people are walking below, there is always the ap- 
pearance of three or four hundred walking above. 
The whole of the doors are likewise covered over 
with small pieces of mirror, cut into the most 
ridiculous shapes, and intermixed with a great 
variety of crystal and glass of different colors. . 
All the chimney-pieces, windows, and side- 
boards, are crowded with pyramids and pillars 
of tea-pots, caudle-cups', bowls, cups, saucers, 
&c. strongly cemented together ; some of these 
columns are not without their beauty : one of 
them has a large china chamber-pot for its base, 
and a circle of pretty little flower-pots for its ca- 
pital: the shaft of the column, upwards of 
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four feet long, is entirely composed of tea- 
pots of different sizes, Jim ini shed gradually- from 
the base to the capital. The profusion of China 
that has been employed in forming these co- 
lumns is incredible: there are not less than forty 
pillars and pyramids formed *in this strange fan- 
tastic manner. — Most of the rooms are paved 
with ikie marble tables of different colors, that 
look like so many tomb-stones, some of these 
are richly wrought with lapis lazuli, porphyry, 
and other valuable stones; their fine polisji 
is now gone, and they, only 'appear like com- 
mon marble ; the place of these beautiful tables 
he has supplied by a new set of his own inven- 
tion, some of which are not without their merit. 
These are made of the finest tortoise-shell mixed 
with mother-of-pearl, ivory, and a variety of 
metals ; and are mounted on fine stands of solid 
brass. v 

"The windows" of this enchanted castle are 
composed of a variety of glass of every different 
fcolor, mixed without any sort of order or re- 
gularity, blue, red, green, yellow, purple, violet. 
The house-clock is cased in the body of a statue; 
the eyes of the figure move with the-pendulum, 
turning up their white and black -alternately; and 
make a hideous appearance. 

" His bed-chamber and dressing-room are like 
two apartments in Noah's ark \ there is scarcely 
a beast, however vile, that he has not placed 
there; toads, frogs, serpents, lizards, scorpions, 
all cut out in marble, of their respective colors. 
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There are a good many busts too, that are not 
less singularly imagined.— Some of these make a 
-very handsome profile on one side ; turn to the 
other, and you have a skeleton ; here you see a 
nurse with a child in her arms; its back is ex- 
actly that of an infant, its face. is that of a wrin- 
kled old woman of ninety. 

The family statues are charming; they have 
been done from some old pictures ; and make 
a most venerable appearance; he has dress- 
ed them out from head to foot in new and 
elegant suits of marble ; and indeed the effect it 
produces is more ridiculous than any thing you 
can conceive. Their shoes are all of black mar- 
ble, their stockings generally red; their clothes 
are of different colors, blue, green, and varie- 
gated, with a rich old-fashioned lace. The pe- 
riwigs of the men and head-dresses of the ladies 
are of fine white ; so are their shirts, with long 
flowing ruffles of alabaster. 

" The author and owner of this singular col- 
lection is a poor miserable lean figure, shivering 
at a breeze, and seems to be afraid of every body 
he speaks to. He is one of the richest subjects 
in the islaqd, and it is thought he has not 
laid out less than 20,0001, in the creation of 
this world of monsters and chimeras. — He 
certainly might have fallen upon some way to 
prove himself a fool at a cheaper rate. How- 
ever, it gives bread to a number of poor people, 
to whom he is an excellent master. His house 
at Palermo is a good deal in the same style ; his 
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carriages are covered with plates of brass, so that 
some of them are musquet-proof. 

" The government have had serious thoughts 
of demolishing the regiment of monsters he has 
placed round his house ; hut as he is humane and 
inoffensive* and as this would certainly break his 
heart, they have as yet forborne. However, the 
seeing of them by women with child is said to 
have been attended with very unfortunate cir- 
cumstances ; and ladies complain that they dare 
so longer take an airing in the Bagaria ; that 
some hideous form always haunts their imagina- 
tion for some time after; their husbands too, \t 
is said, are as little .satisfied with the great variety 
af horns." 
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PETER THE WILD BOY. 



ON the continent of Europe, the regions of 
which are interspersed with vast forests and un- 
cultivated tracts, various individuals of the hu- 
man species have at different times bee* discover- 
ed in a state no better than that of the brute 
creation. With nearly all of them this has been * 
the case to such a degree, that it has been found 
impossible to obtain from them any information 
respecting the circumstances which reduced them ' 
to such a deplorable situation, or of the manner 
in which they contrived to preserve their lives' 
arnidst the numerous perils by which they were ; 
surrounded. Most of these unfortunate beings 
were so completely brdtalized as to be utter stran- 
gers to the faculty of speech and totally incapa- 
ble of acquiring it— a fact which demonstrates * 
how much man is indebted to the society of his ' 
fellow-creatures for many of the eminent ad van- * 
tages possessed by him over the other classes of 
animated nature," - 

One of the most singular of these haipan ' 
brutes, as they may justly be denominated,' was ; 
Peter the Wild Boy/ whose origin and history, * 
previous to his discovery, must, from the reasons 
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already mentioned, remain for ever a secret. 
He was found iti the year 1725, in a wood near 
Hameln, about twenty-five miles from Hanover, 
walking on his hands and feet, climbing trees 
like a squirrel, and feeding on grass and moss ; 
and in the month of November was conveyed to 
Hanover by the superintendant of the house of 
correction at Zell. At this time he was supposed 
to be about thirteen years old, ami could notspeak. 
This singular creature was presented to king 
George I. then at Hanover, while at dinner. The 
king caused him to taste of all the dishes at the ta- 
ble; and in order to bring him by degrees to relish 
human diet, he directed that he should have 
such provision as be seemed best to like, and 
such instruction as might best fit him for human 
society. 

Soon after this, the boy made his escape into 
♦be fame wood, where he concealed himself 
among the branches of a tree, which was sawed 
dpwn to recover him. He ivas brought over to 
England at the beginning of 1726, and exhibited 
to the king and many of the nobility. In this 
country he was distinguished by the appellation 
of Peter the Wild Boy, which he ever afterwards 
retained. 

He appeared to have scarcely any ideas, was 
uneasy at being obliged to wear clothes, and 
CQuJcLn^t be induced to lie on a bed,, but sat 
aod slept in a corner of the roota, whence it was 
conjectured that he used to sleep on a t*ee for 
sq^tfty; agajnat #& &£&$**> He was. ceou&ttttfl 
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to the care of Dr. Arbuthuot, at wboae jhonsefc* 
either was, or was to have been baptised ; but 
notwithstanding all the doctor's pains, he never 
could bring the wild youth to the use of speech, 
or the pronunciation of words. As every effort 
of this kind was found to be in vain, he was 
placed with a farmer at a small distance from 
town, and a pension was allowed him by the king) 
which he enjoyed till his death. 

The ill success of these efforts seems to have 
laid curiosity asleep, till Lord Monboddo again 
dalled the public attention to this phenomenon* 
That nobleman had been collecting all the partH 
culars he could meet with concerning Peter, in 
order to establish a favorite but truly whimsical 
hypothesis. The plan of his work on the " Orn 
gin and Progress of Language/- necessarily in- 
volved the history of civilization and general 
knowledge. His lordship carried bis researches 
to |t period far beyond the records of history, 
when men might be supposed to possess dck 
means of the vocal communication of their 
thoughts but natural and inarticulate sounds. 
Abstracting, in imagination, from the rational 
superiority of man, whatever seems to depend 
on his use of artificial language, as assign of 
thought, he represents the earlier generations of. 
the human race, as having been little, if at all, 
exalted . in intelligence above the ape and the 
oran-QUtang, whose form bears, a resemblance, to 
the human. The spirit of paradox even inclined 
hiin tQ believe that those rude men, who wanted* 

o 2 
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'the name of king George, both which I heard 
him pronounce very distinctly. But the woman 
of the house* where he now is, for the man hap- 
pened not to be at home, told me he understood 
every thing that was said to him, concerning the «. 
common affairs of life, and I saw that he readily 
understood several things she said to him while I 
was present. Among other things; she desired 
him to sing Nancy Dawson, which he accordingly 
did, and another tune that she named. He was 
never mischievous, but had that gentleness of 
manners which I hold to be characteristic of our 
nature, at least till we become carnivorous, and 
hunters or warriors. He feeds at present as the 
farmer and his wife do, but, as I was told by an 
old woman, who remembered to have seen him 
when he first came to Hertfordshire, which she 
computed to be about fifty-five years before; he 

* then fed much on leaves, particularly of cabbage 
which she saw him eat raw. He was then, as 
•he thought, about ^fifteen years of age, walked 
upright; but could climb trees like a squirrel. At 
present he not only eats flesh, but has acquired 
a taste for beer, and even for spirits, of which he 

, inclines to drink more than, he can get. The 
old farmer with whom he lived before he came 
to his present situation, informed me, that Peter 
bad that ta^te before he came to him. He i& 
also become very fond of fire, but has not ac- 
quired a liking for money ; for though he takes 
it, he does not keep it, but gives it to his lanct- 
lord or landlady^ which I suppose is a lesson 
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they have taught him. He retains so much of 
his natural instinct, that he has a fore-feeling of 
bad weather, growling and howling, and shdw- 
ing great disorder before it conies on.* » ■ ■ ' 

His lordship afterwards requested Mr. Burgess 
of Oxford, to make farther enquiries for him on 
the spot, concerning Peter, ^nd that gentleman 
transmitted him an account which was in sub* 
stance as follows :— 

Peter, in his youth, was very remarkable for his 
strength, which always appealed so much supe- 
rior, that* the stoutest young men were afraid to, 
. contend with him. His vigor continued unim* 
paired till the year 1781, when he was suddenly 
taken ill, fell down- before the fire, and for a timfe 
lost the use of his right side. 1 met with an old 
gentleman, a surgeon of Hempstead, who re- 
members to have seen Peter in London, between 
the years 1724, and 1726. He told me, when 
he first came to England, he was particularly fond 
of raw flesh and bones, and was always dressed 
in fine clothes, of Which Peter seemed not a little 
proud. He . still retains his passion for finery; 
and .if any person has any thing smooth' or shinn- 
ing in his dress, it soon attracts the notice of 
Peter, who shews his attention by stroking it. 
He is not a great eater, and is fond of water, of 
which he will drink several draughts immediately 
mfter breakfasting on tea, or even milk. He 
would not drink beer till lately, but he is fond of 
aH kinds of spirits, particularly gin, and likewise 
of onions, which bj? will eat like apples. He 

% 



cppe* potpftep go oqt without hi* master, but h* 
yqll ppmetjm^ gp to Perfchamsteadj, *nd c^Jl aV 
ifee giflhsfjop, ^rh^e the, people know hj? erf and, 
and treat him. . Gjp ip ope pf thp most powerful 
means to persuade him to do anything with 
^J^critj ; hole) up £ glpss of th**t liquor, and he 
Yf\\\ not fail to fmije $pd raise hi^ voice. He 

c&ppp* be^r the sight Qf_w appthecpry whp 

once attended him, nor the taste pf physic, 
wfriph he wiH not take hut mader sptfie gre^t tfis- 

, . If he hw? apy music, he will clap hi? hap<fa» 
apd throw his he^d about jn ft vyild fr^ptic map-r 
?er. He *W * TPrjl quick sen*e pf inimq, #nd wilj 
§>fteprepp*t ^ tune after onpe hearing. When 
h^ h«£ h*w4 3 tijne which is difficult, he eppti- 
jipe* homing it a long time, «md is npt . eapy t\l\ 
he i? master of it. He understands py-fry thing that 
is said tp him by h' s master ^ a 4 mistf^ss : while J 
W.afi with ^im, the fanner psfced seyetft] qq«$t;kra?, 
Which be apswere'd rapidly, wd PPt very fliar 
tip^ly, but sufficiently ap to be pnd^nstppd eve^ 
by a stranger to, his mapper. Some pf the qpp$- 
iipps and answers were as folJpw :— Who is youf 
fetter? King George— ty ha* is ypur m>me? 
J?p — ter, propoppcing (he tvyo syllables with ft 
phort integral between them, — Wha,* JP that ? 
Povy-woyv (the dpg)~ Wh 4 * hPW w*li you riri? 
upon ? Cppkow. This 19 not the namp pf ai^y rf 
their borpes, but it is his constant reply tp tha£ 
jmestipri ; $P that it may probably haye beep t£e 
«me pf pnp pf the fepr^ beiqngwg *o ^ fttfrnj* 
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, master. His answers iffc* er exceed two Words> 
and he never says any thing of his own accord/ 
He has likewise been taught when asked the 
question — What are you ? to reply, Wild Man 
—where were you found ? Hanover— Who found 
you ? J4fhg George. If he is desired to tell twen- 
ty, he will count the numbers exactly oh his fin- 
gers, with an indistinct sound at each number t 
but after another person, he will" say one, two, 
three, &c. pretty distinctly. 

Till the spring of 1762, which was soon after 
his illness, he always appeared remarkably ani- 
mated by the influence of the spring, singing a!J 
day; and if it was clear, half the night. He id 
much pleased at the sight of the moon mid star*} 
he will sometimes stand out in the warmth of the 
sun, with his face turned up towards it in a 
strained attitude, and he likes to be out in a 
starry nightj if not cold. These particulars na« 
turally lead to the en'quiry, whether he has> ©Y 
tfeems to have; any idea of the great author of 
all these wondefs." I thought this a question of 
so much curiosity, that when I left Broadway, I 
rode back several miles to adk whether he had 
<£ver betrayed any sense Aof a Supreme Being. I 
was told, that when he first came into, that part 
of the country, different methods were taken tor 
teach him to read, and to instruct him in the 
principles of religion, but in vain. He learned 
nothing, ndr did he ever shew any feeling of the 
consciousness of a God. l . , 

* He is very fohd of fire, and often brings, in 
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fuel, wbkh b$ would, beep up as high as the fire* 
fdace wo«ld contain it,; were be not prevented by 
his m&tftesr. He will sit in the chimney-comer, 
even in sumnier, while they are brewing with a 
Very targe fire, sufficient to make another person 
faint who sHa there long. He f will often amuse 
himself by .setting five or sifc chairs before th? 
fire, and seating himself on each of them by 
torus, as the love of variety prompts him to 
change his place. 

He is extremely good-tempered, excepting in 
cold and gloomy weather, for he is very sensible 
of the change of the atmosphere. He is not 
easily provoked, but when made angry by any 
pereon* he wo«U run after him, making a strange 
noise, with his teeth fixed in the back of his 
hand. I could not find that he eve? did any vio- 
lence iiri) the. house, excepting when, he first came 
of eiy he >w«m*W sotoeti«iea> tea* his bed-cjothea* 
to \riiieh it was longhefpre-heww reconcile^ 
Uei has .-newer* at least since his present master 
bas known >hkn, shewn any attention to women* 
and I am informed that he never did, except 
when purposely or jocosely forced into an amour* 

He ran away several times since he was at 
Broadway, but .nevfcr sittoe he has bee» with his. 
preaeat masier . In } Hb, or 1746, he was taken 
*pl aaia, spy from Scotjaftd; ^ h W a;s.Hna,bJp *o 
4peafe, the people supposed him obstinate,. a~nd 
Vare^tened. him with punishment for his ootftu* 

macy; but a lady who h^d seen, hira la kondqn, 
acquainted ,the\n wfth the churfccjtej- of their pi * 
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soner, and directed them whither to send him. 
In these excursions he used to live on raw her- 
bage, berries, and young tender roots 6f trees. 

Of the people who are about him, he. is par- 
ticularly attached to his master. , fie will often 
go out into the field with him and his men, and 
seems pleased to be employed in-any thing tha* 
can assist them. But he must always have some 
person to direct his actions, as you rnayjtrdge' 
from the following circumstance. Peter was one 
day engaged with his master in filling a dung- 
cart. His master had occasion to go into the 
house, and left Peter to finish the work, which 
he soon accomplished. But as Peter must fee 
employed, he saw bo reason why he should not 
be as usefully employed in emptying the cart as 
he had before been in filling it. On his master's 
return he. found the cart nearly emptied again, 
and learnetf a lesson; by it [which he never after- 
wards neglected* 

To these accounts we have nothing farther to 
add, than that Peter did not long survive the 
visits of Lord Monboddo and his friend. He 
died at the farm in. the month of February, 17#5, 
at the supposed age of 73 years* 
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THE REV. GEORGE HARVEST. 

THE character of this divine was of such a sin- 
gular composition, that we; shall scarcely find its » 
equaL He was one. of the most absent men of 
his time, a lover of good eating almost to glut- 
tony, extremely negligent in his dress, and a be- » 
Heve* in ghosts, goblins, and fairies, though he. re- 
ceived, a classical education in the university of 
Oxford. • 

Though he was bred for the church, his 
fondness for dramatic exhibitions led him early ' 
to try his, abilities upon the boards of dif- « 
ferent provincial theatres; but his vivacity al«- . 
ways getting the better of his judgfneht, and * 
some unlucky impromptu inadvertently pop-r/ 
ping put, he was constantly upon the. minus _ 
side of his engagement. Being possessed of- 
a considerable paternal estate, and having t a ' 
firm friend in Dc Compton, Bishop of London, 
for whose daughter Mr. Harvest had a partiality - 
and regard, he, at the age of twenty-four years, 
bade adieu to the Thespian mani'a, but not with- 
out leaving abundance of anecdotes in the me- 
mory of his friends, who have, however, gene- 
rously sacrificed them to oblivion ; whilst the 
spirit of detraction has^preserved his fame as aa 
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eccentric divine of no common abifTties, but of 
extraordinary and singular conduct. 

He had at this time an estate of 3001. per an- 
num ; and had insinuated himself so far into the 
good graces of the bishop's daughter, that the 
wedding-day was fixed ; but unluckily, on that 
day he forgot himself, for being out a fishing, 
he staid beyond the canonical hour ; and the 
lady, justly offended at his neglect, broke off the 
match. 

Soon after this he commenced housekeeper, 
and saw a variety of company. Among others 
who visited him, was Mr. Arthur Onslow, speak- 
er of v the house of commons, who lived at; Em- 
ber-court, in the parish of Thames Ditton.. This 
gentleman was very fond of Mr. Harvest's com- 
pany, insomuch that he procured him the living 
of Thames Ditton, which he held during life. 
Lord Onslow, the speaker's son, was likewise so 
pleased witn his company, that he took him t<* 
Ember-court, where he lived more than he did 
at his own house. He suffered much from the 
abuse and dishonestv of hfs servants in his ab- 
sence, who ran him so far in debt, that his cir- 
cumstances became much embarrassed and con- 
fused. It is a fact, related by those who knew 
the circumstance, that his majd frequently gave 
balls to her friends, and other servants iti the 
neighborhood, and persuaded her master that 
the noise he heard was made in the street, or was 
the. effect of wind. - 
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His memory, if judged of according to his ac- 
tions, seems to havp been a perfect sieve, for any 
thing would fall through it : and he has even 
been tried and found to have forgotten his own 
name. His ideas were so confused sometimes/ 
that he has been known to write a letter to one 
person,, direct it to another, and address it to a 
third, who could not devise from whom it'.came, 
because be had forgotten to subscribe his name. 
If a beggar happened to take off his hat to him 
in the street, in hopes of receiving alms, Mr. 
Harvest made him a low bow, told him he wa# 
his most obedient humble servant, arct walked 
on. 

His reveries and distractions were so frequent, 
that not a day passed but he committed some 
egregious mistake. A friend and he walking toge- 
ther in the Temple-gardens, one evening, previ- 
ous to the meeting of the club called the Beef- 
Steak Club, in Ivy- Lane, to .which they were 
going, and to which Smollet, Johnson* and others 
"belonged, Mr. Harvest picked up a small pebble 
of so odd a make, that he said he would present 
it to Lbrd Bute, who was an eminent virtuoso* 
After they had walked some time, his friend ask- 
ed him what o'clock it was, to which, pulling out 
his watch, he answered, that they had seven mi* 
nutes good. They took a turn or two more, 
when, to his friend's astonishment, he canted hjs 
watch away into the Thames, and with, great se- 
dateness put up the pebble he bad befojre found, 
la his fob. 
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His notorious heedlessness was so apparent, 
that m> one would lend him a horse, ds he fre- 
quently lost his beast from under him, or, at 
least, from out of his hands ; jt being his fre- 
quent practice to dismount and lead the horse, 
putting the bridle under bis arm, which the horse 
sometimes shook off> or the intervention of a 
post occasioned to fall j sometimes it was taken 
off by mischievous t^oys, when the parson was 
seen drawing his bridle after him ; and if any one 
asked him after the animal, he could not give 
the least account of it nor how he lost it. 

Being desired to officiate one Sunday morning 
at St. Mary's, in Oxford, a waggish acquaint* 
ance wrote the following burlesque upon the 
banns of matrimony, and which being duly put 
forward, was fead by Mr. Harvest as follows:-* 



I fRtbHs* the ■wih|n turn* otlwaaa 

Jack Cheshire an* the Widow Glo'ste* 
Both of a parish that -is aeen 
- *Twixt Oxford here aod Paternoster ; 
Who, to keepeut the wind and weather. 
Hereafter mean la pig together. 
So if you wia% to pat in caveat. 
$Tow is the time to let us have it, 

Mr. Harvest, constantly thought of something 
else than what he ought immediately to have con- 
sidered : not only the office of his sacred func- 
tion, but every other circumstance was forced to 
yield to his inadvertent way of acting. His dis- 
traction seemed to proceed fVom a certain vi- 
vacity and changeahleness of temper, which, 
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while it raised up an infinite number of ideas irt 
his mind* continually propelled, without allowing 
it to rest on any particular image. Nothing, 
therefore, could be more incongruous than the 
conceptions and thoughts of such a man ; for he 
was never influenced either by the company he 
was in, or any of those objects which were placed 
before him ; and while you might fancy him at- 
tending to your discourse., he was often, in 
thought hoboing for eels, or studying the cha- 
racter of Chamont, the young soldier in Otway's 
Orphan \ and it was far from being impossible, 
but he was building some castle in the air. Yet, 
amidst $11 the$e vagaries, Mr. Harvest was a man 
of good sense, and was every day doing and say- 
ing some things, which., though mal-a-propo$, 
and undesigned, denoted his mind to be cast in 
no common mould. 

His T/ant cf attention to trie present, led him 
often into disagreeable as well as ridiculous mis- 
takes. Once, when at a gentleman's house in 
the city, taking his leave with an intention to go 
away, in one of his absent fits, he mounted up 
three pair of stairs into the garret: the maids 
who* by chance were ironing there, wondered 
what it could be that kept such a stamping about 
the rooms ; when one of them taking a light to 
see, found the Rev. Mr. Harvest, who, in the 
utmost confusion, told her he fancied he had 
made some mistake, and begged to know if that 
was not the way to the street-door. Such was 
his absence and distraction, that he frequently 
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used to forget the prayer-days, and walk into his 
church with his gun upon his arm, to see what 
could have assembled the .people there. Where- 
ever he slept, he used commonly to pervert th* 
use of every utensil : he would wash his mouth 
and hands in the chamber-pot, wipe himself with 
the sheets, and not unfrequeutly go into bed be- 
tween the sheets with his boots on. In company 
he never -put the bottle round, but always filled 
when it stood opposite to him, so that he very 
often took half a dozen glasses running — that he 
alone was intoxicated, and the rest of the com- 
pany sober, is not therefore to be wondered at. 

It is observed of the passion of love, that it 
acts like an inundation, turning every thing that 
stands in its way topsy-turvy, misleading the 
judgment, blinding the understanding, punishing 
the wise man, and tickling the fool; but this 
powerful incentive to action had no effect upon 
Mr. Harvest. After his first affair with" the bi- 
shop's daughter, it might be supposed that he 
would have taken better care the second time. 
Mr. Hacvest, however, was the same absent man 
still, and he made himself as ridiculous this time 
as the first, and lost an amiable female with a 
handsome fortune. When the appointed day 
arrived on which he was to become a husband, 
and the coach called at his door to carry him to 
breakfast with his intended bride and her father, 
the gentleman was not to be found. He had set 
off the same morning about seven o'clock, and 
Bobody could tell what was become of him* it 
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was nearly dusk before he recollected any thing 
of the affair, when he took to his heels, from 
' the company he was in, and ran like a madman 
all the way back : and in such a dirty plight did 
he arrive, that he could scarcely be recognized. 
The truth was, that, being* invited by the fine- 
ness of the weather, he had strayed as far as 
Richmond, where he had been engaged to dine 
with company; but suddenly recollecting the im- 
portant business fixed for that day, he made 
all the haste possible to the place of assignation, 
to apologise for his egregious piece of neglect ; 
but this lad}-, like the first, thought herself so 
ill used, that she would never see him after- 
wards ; yet Mr. Harvest used often to mention 
that day as the pleasantest of his whole life. 

The figure of this divine was one of the most 
uncouth imaginable: he seldom had a clean 
shirt ; and when he happened to have one, he 
either wanted shaving, or had dirty boots, or 
perhaps two odd stockings ;' and if any one re- 
marked to him the great impropriety of his slo- 
venliness, he would repty, that, " Indeed he was 
not very exact." An equestrian expedition to 
see the above-mentioned lady, during the period 
of their courtship, ought not to pass unnoticed. 
Thinking it necessary to go oa horseback, as it 
was -winter, and the, roads were very dirty, he 
conceived he might save the time of shifting 
himself by doing it upon the road upon his Ro- 
sinante, Providing himself, therefore > with a 
•lean cravat and shirt iu his pocket, he proceed* 
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cd until he came to the lane at the bottom of 
which the lady lived, when, stripping himself, 
and laying the things before him on the saddle,. 
just as he was attempting to put his shirt on, his 
horse took fright, and ran with him quite- to the 
door of the lady's house. Mere, to the no small 
astonishment of the family, the Rev. Mr. Har- 
vest made his appearance, wirhaat shirt or hat, 
for all his accoutrements were, like John Gilpin's 
hat and wig, on the road, where they lay till, the 
doctor and a servant went and collected then*- 
together. 

He generally travelled on foot, regardless of 
all weathers. His shoes and stockings were ge- ' 
Derally* in a beastly condition, for he never clean- 
ed them, nor would suffer them to be cleaned. 
The Surrey and Kent roads, forty years ago, 
were not so good as they are now ; some of them 
were excessively deep then, and if they had been 
a fathom or more, it would haye been just the 
same to Parson Harvest, for he never picked his 
steps, but waded through the middle, so that 
he had nearly been run over once or twice. To 
have robbed him of money to any amount would 
have been totally impossible, for he very seldom 
carried any-<ibout him, save a few halfpence, to 
buy shrimps or gingerbread; a pennyworth of 
\vhich he would put \ into his waistcoat pocket, 
and forget they were there, among tobacco and 
gunpowder, worms, gentles for fishing, and other 
articles. This rubbish he often carried about 
him till U smelled so as to render his presence 



almost insufferable. The late dowager Counter 
of Pembroke once turned out such an heteroge- 
neous mass, as filled a dust *hoveh The intima- 
cy of Mr. Harvest With the Onslow family, who 
lived at Ember-court, in the parish of Thames 
Ditton, has already been mentioned. This fa- 
mily was so fond of Mr. Harvest's company, 
that he had a bed there, and reside^ with them 
as long as he chose. Here, unrestrained by the 
rank of his hosts, and regardless of that deco- 
tous respect universally paid to the sex, Mr. 
Harvest was daily guilty 6f gross improprieties* 
The family had a private mode of warning him 
when he was falling into any of these inadver- 
tencies: this was by crying Col. Col. which 
meant /ellow of a college ; these inaccuracies 
in his behavior having been, by Lady Onslow, 
called behaving like a mere scholar,, or fellow of 
a cbllege. " 

Mr. Harvest making one in a company 
with Mr. Onslow, in a punt on the Thames, 
began to read a favorite passage in, a Greek au- 
thor, with such strange theatrical gestures, that 
his wig soon fell into the water, when, such was 
his impatience to regain it, that he jumped inia 
the water to fetch it out, and was with difficulty 
fished out himself. On returning into the boat, - 
he only observed that his Greek had never had 
s.tich a wetting before. 

His advance in years did nbt cure him in the 
least of his * thoughtless inadvertency. When 
Lord Sandwich was canvassing for the vice-chan- 
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cellorship off Cambridge, Mr. Harvest, who had 
been his schoql-fellow at Eton, went down to 
give him his vote. .One day at dinner there in a 
large company, his lordship jesting with Harvest 
on their boyish tricks, the parson suddenly ex- 
claimed, ".Apropos; whence do you, my lord, 
derive your nick-name of Jemmy Twitches ?"— 
fS Why," answered his lordship, " from some 
foolish fellow." — u No," replied Harvest, " it is 
not from some, but every body calls you so." On 
which his lordship, to end the disagreeable alter- 
cation, being near the pudding, put a large slice 
on the doctor's plate, who immediately seizing it, 
stopped his mouth for that time. 

On another occasion, having accompanied the 
same nobleman to Calais, they walked on the 
ramparts. Musing on some geometrical pro- 
blem, he lost his company in the midst of the 
town. He could not speak a word of French ; 
but, recollecting that Lord Sandwich was at the 
Silver Lion, he put a shilling in his mouth, an/1 
set^himself in the attitude of a Hon rampant. 
After, exciting much - admiration, he was led 
back to the inn by a soldier, under the idea that 
he was a maniac escaped from his keepers. 

The doctor was a great lover of .pudding as 
well as argument. Once at a visitation, the 
archdeacon was talking very pathetically on the 
transitory things of this life, among which he 
enumerated many particulars, such as health* 
beauty, riches, and power: the doctor, who lis- , 
tened with great attention, turning about to help? 
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himself to a slice of pudding, found it was all 
gone, on which, turning to the reverend moralist, 
he beggedthat Mr. Archdeacon, in his future ca- 
talogue of transitory things, would not forget to 
insert a pudding. 

His fondness for theatrical performances very- 
much abated in his latter years. Lady Onslow 
one day invited him to see Garrick play some 
favorite character; they took their seats in 
the front row of the front boxes. Mr." Har- 
vest, knowing that he was to sleep in town, 
Kterally brought his night-cap in his pocket; it 
was of striped woollen, and had not been washed 
full half a year. In! pulling out his handker* 
chief, his cap fell out with it, ant$ dropped into 
the pit. The person on whom it feH tossed it 
from him ; the next did the same; and the cap 
Was for some minutes tossed to and fro all ove* 
the pit. Harvest, who was. afraid of losing hid 
cap, got up, and, after hemming three times to 
clear his pipe, began to make an. oration, signi- 
fying to those who were thus amusing themselves 
with his cap, to restore it when they had had 
fun enough with it ; for, he observed, it was a very 
serious thing to die without a night-cap : adding, 
*And please to restore it to me, who am the owner 
of it; 9 at the same time placing his left band on 
his breast, declaring, " I shall be restless to-night 
if I have not my cap." The people were 
struck with his manner, the cap was handed 
to him at the end of a stick, and the doctor 
was relieved from his apprehension of a restless 
night. . 
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Of his impropriety of behavior in the compa- 
ny of ladies, the following is one of the .least 
censurable examples. Sitting one day among § 
company, mostly of the fair sex, at Lady Oa~ 
-slow's, a large fly which had buzzed about him a 
long time, at last settled upon the bonnet of one 
of the ladies, which the doctor observing, got up, 
and with a grave look and accent, addressed these 
words aloud to the fly, " May you be married !* 
and watching his opportunity to kill it, he lifted 
his hand, and gave the lady such a blow upon the 
head as quite'de ranged her attire, and confused 
the company so much, that had not Lady On- 
slow entered the room at that moment, and made 
an apology for the rudeness of the doctor's con- 
duct, the whole company would have retired in 
affront. But on Mr. Harvest begging pardon of 
the offended lady, and confessing he did not 
know what he was doing, the affair terminated 
in a hearty laugh. 

His. ideas were sometimes so confused, that he 
performed actions equal to those done in a state 
of somnabulism. Once perceiving a. friend and 
his wife in an upper room at the house at Em- 
ber-court, he, in joke only, locked them in, and 
put the key in his pocket ; when soon afterwards 
being called down upon business, he forgot 
what he had done, went out with the key in his 
pocket, and it was near dark before the two pri- 
soners could be set at liberty. On another ac- 
ca&ion, in one of his absent fits, he mistook his 
friend's house, and went into another* the door 
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t)f which happened to stand open; and no ser- 
vant being- in the way, he rambled all over the 
house, till coming into a middle room, where was 
an old lady ill in bed of a qufnsey, he stumbled 
over the night-stool, threw a eloliies-horse down, 
and might not have ended there, had, not the af- 
frighted patient made a noise at his intrusion, 
which brought up the servants, and finding Dr. 
Harvest in the room instead of the apothecary, 
who was momentarily expected, quieted the old 
lady's fears, who by this time was taken with 
such an immoderate fit of laughter at his confu- 
sion, that it broke the quinsey in her throat, and 
she lived many years afterwards to thank DrI 
Harvest for his lucky mistake. 

Having to preach before the clergy at the vi- 
sitation, he provided himself with three sermons 
for the purpose, which he had in his pocket. 
Some wags got possession of them, mixed the 
leaves, and sewed them all up as one. The doc- 
tor began his sermon, and soon lost the thread 
of his discourse : he grew confused, but still 
persisted, and actually preached out first, the 
clergy who had melon the occasion ; next, the 
churchwardens ; and lastly, the congregation : 
nor would he yet have ended, had not the sexton 
and beadle admonished him that all the pew's 
were empty. 

Mr. Harvest's forgetfulness continued with him. 
through life ; yet he was- an amusing companion,, 
and if we may judge of him from the sermons 
which h€ printed,, he was no inelegant scholar j 
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but in his person he was the most beastly sloven 
alive. He died at Ember-court in August, 1789, 
aged 61. 



JOHN LUDWIG, 

THE merits of men, 'who, struggling withal! 
the disadvantages of penury, with all the obsta- 
cles which fortune and circumstances have thrown 
in their way, yet by their own perseverance 
and industry raise themselves to eminence in any 
particular art or science, scarcely seem to be 
duly appreciated by the rest of society. The 
warrior, for the exertions of a single houror a 
single day, aided, perhaps, by chance as much, 
as by the superiority of his genius, attains to the 
very pinnacle of glory, and becomes the theme 
of universal admiration 4 while years of painful 
effort, marked by the incessant exercise of re- 
solution, of fortitude, of self-denial, and that 
. amidst circumstances the most dreary and dis- 
couraging, on the part of the humble individuals 
to whom we have alluded, are thought hardly wor- 
thy of the slightest notice, or of the lowest whisper 
of applause. In the course of our work we shall 
have occasion to introduce to the reader more 
than one instance of humble merit of this descrip- 
tion in our own country, but Germany had the 
honor of giving birth to the person who is the 
subject of the following pages. 
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It is usual for the commissaries of excise in 
Saxony to appoint a peasant in ever} 7 village in 
their district to receive the excise of the place, 
for which few are allowed more than one crown, 
and none more than three. Mr. Christian Got- 
hold Hoffman, chief commissary of Dresden and 
the villages adjacent, when he was auditing the 
accounts of some of these peasants in 1753, was 
told that there was one John Ludwig among 
them, a strange man ; who, though he was very 
jfoor and had a family, was yet continually 
reading id books, and very often stood the great- 
est part of the night at his dfcor, gazing at the 
stars. 

This account raised M. fioffmaft's curiosity, 
and he ordered the man to be brought before 
hirti. Xtottm'an, who expected something in the 
ihan's appearance that corresponded with a mind 
superior to his station, was greatly surprised to 
see the most rustic boor he had ever beheld. His 
liair hung over his forehead down tb his eyes, 
liis aspect was sordid and stupid, and his man* 
ner was in every respect that of a plodding igno- 
rant clown. Mr. Hoffman, after contemplating 
this unpromising appearance, concluded, that 
as the supposed superiority of this man was of 
the intellectual kind, it would certainly appear 
when lie spoke; but even in this experiment 
fie was also disappointed. lie asked him, if 
what his neighbors had said of his reading and 
studying was true, and the ttiari bluntly and 
coarsely replied, " What neighbor has told you 
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that I read and studied ? If I have studied, I 
have studied for myself, and I don't desire that 
you or any body else should know any thing of 
the matter" Hoffman, however, continued the 
conversation notwithstanding his disappointment, 
and asked several questions concerning arithme- 
tic and the first rudiments of astronomy ; to 
which he now expected vague and confused re- 
plies. But in this too he had formed an errone- 
ous prognostic ; for Hoffman was struck not only 
with astonishment but confusion, to hear such 
definitions and explanations as would have done 
jhonor to a regular academician in a public exa- 
mination. 

Mr. Hoffman, after this conversation, prevail- 
ed on the peasant to stay some time at his hoqse, 

that he migitf farther gratify his curiosity at suoh 
times as would be most convenient. In their 
subsequent conferences he proposed to his guest 
the most abstract and embarrassing questions, 
which were always answered with the utmost 
readiness and precision. The account which this 
extraordinary person gave Qf himself .and his ac- 
quisitions, was 3s follows. 

John Ludwig was born the 24th of February, 
1715, in the village of Cossqdaude, and w«s, 
among other poor children of the village, sent 
very young to school. The .Bible, which was 
the book by which he was .taught to read, gaye 
him so much pleasure, that he conceived the 
most e^ger desire to read others, which, how- 
ever, he had no opportunity to obtain, la 
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about a year his master began to teach him to 
write, an exercise which at first was' rather irk- 
some than pleasing ; but when the first difficulty 
was surmounted, he applied to it with great as- 
siduity, especially as books were put into his hand 
to"copy as an exercise,; and he employed him- 
self almost night and day, not in copying parti- 
cular passages only, but in forming collections 
of sentences, or events that were connected with 
each* other. When he was ten years old, he had 
teen at school four years, and was then put to 
arithmetic, but this embarrassed him with innu- 
merable' difficulties, which his master would not 
take the trouble to explain, expecting that he 
should content himself with the implicit practice 
* of positive rules. Ludwig, ^ therefore, was jao 
disgusted with arithmetic, that after much scold- 
ing and beating he went from school, without 
having learned any thing more, than reading, 
writing, and his catechism. 

He was then sent into the field to keep cows, 
and in this employment he soon became clown- 
ish, and negligent of every thing else : so that 
the greatest part of what he had •learned was for- 
gotten. He w r as associated with the sordid and 
the vicious, and he became insensibly like them. 
As he grew up, he kept company with women 
of bad character, and abandoned himself to such 
pleasures as were within his reach. But a de- 
sire of surpassing others, that principle which is 
productive of every kind of greatness, was still 
living in his breast; he remembered to have been 
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praised ,hy his Ulster, ,apd preferred above his 
.comrades y?h$n ,he was .^earning to read and 
write, and be ws^s still desirous of the same plea- 
sure, though he did npt f know how to attain it. 

In the autumn of \7$o, when he was about 
twenty years old, he ^oijght f a s^U Bible, *t 
the end of wbfch was .a catechism, with refer- 
ences to a .great, number of texts, upon which 
the principles ^contained ,in the answers were 
founded* Ludwig bad never, beep r used to take 
any thing uppu .trust, and was therefore cqnti- 
filially turning o,v$r tjie Jeeves qf,his Bible to find 
the passages referred to in .the catechism ; but 
this he fov^nd $p irksome a task, tfyatbe deter- 
mined to h^ye tlje^whoje at one view, aad therer 
.fore set abQut to, transcribe tl^e catechism, with 
all -the texts at lajge brought into tfheir proper 
places. With tfyi^ e^^rcHehe tilled, two quires 
; of .paper, and though .wfcen be J>3gW tlje cha- 
racter was freely legible, yet before Ji£ had fi- 
nished jt was greatly .improved ; fo^an art, that 
has been once, learned is easily recovered. 

Jn the onpi^th of March, 1.736^ be was em- 
ployed to receive the excise of the little district 
in .which be iivjed, apd Jie. fqund that, i a order to 
discharge thjs. offiqe^it w.as necessary for him not 
only to write, but jto be master of the two first 
rules of arithmetic, addition #qd subtraction. 
r Hjs ambition bad pow : w 9bjeqt; and.a desire to 
.keep the. accounts of the tax he was to gather 
.better than others .of Jhjs .station, determined 
ibi^opH* m^re tp flaHy to arithmetics however 
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hateful the task, and whatever labor it might re- 
quire. He now regretted that he was without 
an instructqr,. and would have Been glad at any 
rate to have practised the rules without first 
Knowing the rationale. His mind was continu- 
ally upon the stretch to find out some way of 
supplying this want, arid at test he- recollected 
that one of his school-fellows had a book, from, 
which examples of several rules were taken by 
the master to exercise the scholars. He, there- 
fore, immediately went in search of this school 
fellow, and was overjoyed to find, upon enquiry, 
that the book wasr stfli in his possession*. Having 
borrowed this important volume, he returned 
home with it, and beginning his studies as he 
went along, he pursued them with such applica- 
tion, that iir about six months be was master df " 
the rule of three with fractions. 

The reluctance with which he began to learn, 
the powers and properties of figures was now at 
an ejid ; he knew enough to make him earnestly 
desirous of knowing more : he was therefore 'im- 
patient to proceed from this book to one that 
was more difficult, and having, at length, fouud 
means to procure one that treated of more in- 
tricate and complicated calculations, he made 
himself master of that also before the end' of the 
year 1739; He had the good fortune soon after 
to meet with a treatise on geometry, written by 
Pachek, the same author whose arithmetic • he 
had been studying; and fihding that this seience 
was, in some measure* founded on that- which. 
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he had learned, he applied to his new book with 
great assiduity for some time ; but at length, not 
being able perfectly to comprehend the theory as 
he went on, nor yet to discover the utility of the 
practice, he laid it aside > to which he was also 
induced by the necessity of Tiis immediate at- 
tention to his field and his vines. 

The severe winter which happened in the year 
1740, obliged him to keep long within his cot- 
tage, and there having no employment either for 
his body or his mind, he had once more recourse 
to his book of geometry ; and having at length 
comprehended some oif the leading principles, he 
procured a little box ruler and an old pair of 
compasses, on one end of which he mounted 
the end of a quill cut into 'a pen. With these 
instruments he employed himself incessantly in 
making various geometrical figures on paper,, to 
illustrate the theory by a solution of the pro- 
blems. He was thus busied in hfe cot till March,, 
and the joy arising from the knowledge he had 
acquired was exceeded only by his*desire of know- 
ing more. " N 

He was now necessarily recalled to that labor 
by which alone he could procure himself f66d, 
and was besides without money to procure snch 
books and instruments as were absolutely neces- 
sary to pursue his geometrical studies. How- 
ever, with the assistance of a neighboring arti- 
ficer, he procured the figures which he found 
represented' by the diagrams irt his book, to be 
xnade in wood, and with these he weDi to work 
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at every interval of leisure, which now only hap- 
% pened once a week, after divine service on a 
Sunday. He was still in want of a new. book, 
and having laid by a little sum for that purpose 
against the time of the fair, where alone -he had 
access to a bookseller's shop> he made a purchase 
of three small volumes, from which he acquired 
a complete knowledge of trigonometry. After 
this acquisition he could not rest till he had be- 
gun to study astronomy; his next purchase, 
therefore, was an introduction to that science, 
which he read with indefatigable diligence, and 
invented innumerable expedients to supply the 
want of proper instruments, and in which he was 
not less successful than Robinson Crusoe, who, 
in an island of which he was the only rational 
inhabitant, found means to supply himself not 
only with the necessaries, but the conveniences 
of life. 

During his study of geometry and astronomy, 
he had frequently met with the word philosophy, 
and this became more and more the object of 
his attention. He conceived it was the name of 
some science of great importance and extent, 
with which he was as yet wholly unacquainted \ 
. he became therefore impatient in the highest de- 
gree to make himself acquainted with .philoso- 
phy ; and being continually on the watch fer 
such assistance as offered, he at last picked up a 
book, called, « An Intro^ ct i on to the Know- 
ledge of God, $i Man, and of the Unive*se. n 
In reading ^ wor t foe was struck with a va- 
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riety of objects that were equally interesting and 
new. 

But as this book contained only general prin- 
ciples, he Went to Dresden, and enquired among 
the booksellers, who was the most celebrated au- 
thor that had written on philosophy. By the 
/ booksellers he was recommended to the works of 

Wolfius, written in the German language; and 
Wolfius having been mentioned in several books 
he had read, as one of the most able men of his 
age, he readily took him for his guide in the re- 
gions of philosophy. 

The first purchase that he made of Wolfius's 
works, was the Logic, and at this he labored a 
full year, still attending to his other studies, so 
as not to lose what he had gained before. In 
this book he found himself referred to another, 
written by the same author, called Mathemati- 
cal Principles, as the fittest to give just ideas of 
things, and facilitate the practice of logic ; he 
therefore enquired after this book with a design 
to buy it, but finding it jtoo dear for his finances 
he was obliged to content himself with an abridg- 
ment of it, which he purchased in the autumn 
of 1743.- From this book he derived much plea- 
sure and much profit, and it employed him from 
October, 1743, to February, 1745. 

He then proceeded to metaphysics, at which he' 
labored till the October following, and he would 
fain have entered on the study of physics, but 
his* indigence was an insuperable impediment; 
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and he was obliged to content himself with his 
author's ethics, politics, and remarks on meta- 
physics, which employed him to July, 1746; by 
this time he had scraped together a sum suffi- 
cient to buy the physics, which he had so ear- 
nestly desired, and this work he read twice with- 
in the year. 

About this time a dealer in old books sold him 
a volume pf Wolfius's Mathematical Principles 
at large, and the spherical trigonometry which 
he found in that book wa? a new treasure, which 
he was very desirous to ma,ke his own. This, 
however, post hiin incredible labor, and filled 
every moment that he .could spare from his bu- 
siness and his slqep, for something qiore than a 
year. Such was the .progress he had S&4* Vk^ft 
he was discovered by Mr. Hoffman. 

It happened that before LuoVig went home, 
there was an eclipse of the ^un, and Mr. Hoff- 
man proposed to his guest that he should ob- 
serve this phenomenon as an astronomer, and for 
that purpose furnished him with proper instru- 
ments. He had hitherto been acquainted with 
,the planetary world only by books and a view of 
the heavens with the naked eye ; he had never 
yet looked through a telescope, and the antici- 
pation of the pleasure which the new observation 
would yield him, scarcely suffered him either to 
eat or sleep ; but it unfortunately happened, that , 
just before the eclipse came on, the sky became 
cloudy, and continued so during the whole time 
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of its continuance : this misfortune was more 

* 

than the philosophy even of Ludwig could bear; 
as the cloud came on he looked up at it in the 
agony of a man that expected the dissolution of 
nature to follow : when it came over the sun, he 
stood fixed in a consternation not to be de- 
scribed, and when he knew the eclipse was past, 
his disappointment and grief were little short of 
distraction! 

Mr. Hoffman soon after went in his turn to 
visit Mr. Ludwig, and to take a view of his dwel- * 
ling, his library, his study, and his instruments. 
He found an old crazy cottage, the inside of 
which had been long blacked with smoke ; the^ 
walls were covered^ with propositions and dia- 
grams written with chalk. In one corner was a 
bed, in another a cradle, and under a little win- 
dow at the side, three pieces of board, laid side 
by side over two tressels, made a writing-table 
for the philosopher, upon which were scattered 
some pieces of writing-paper* containing ex- 
tracts of books, various calculations and geo- 
metrical figures; the books which have been 
mentioned before were placed on a shelf, with 
the compass and ruler that have been described, 
which, with a wooden square and a pair of six- 
inch globes, constituted the library and museum 
of the truly celebrated John Ludwig. In this 
hovel he lived till the year 1754, and while he 
was pursuing the study of philosophy at his lei- 
sure hours, he was indefatigable in his day labor 
as n peasant. 
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Mr. Hoffman, when he dismissed him, pre- 
sented him with a hundred crowns, which filled 
all his wishes, and made him the happiest man 
in the world. With this sum he built himself 
a more commodious habitation in the middle 
of his vineyard, and procured a_ very conside*- 
rable addition to his library, an article so essen- 
tial to his happiness, that he declared to Mr. 
Hoffman, he would not accept the whole pro- 
t vince in which he lived upon condition that he 
should renounce his studies, and that he had ra- 
*ther live on bread and water than withhold from 
his mind that food which his intellectual hunger 
perpetually required. 

Here we are obliged to take leave of this ex- 
traordinary man, concerning the subsequent part 
of whose life we have no farther information. 
Had fortune placed him in a condition to enjoy 
the benefits of education, it is not improbable 
that he would now be classed with a Bacon, a 
Locke, a" Newton, a Leibnitz, a Wolff — in a 
. word, among the most distinguished luminaries 
of modern science. 
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DUCHESS OF KINGSTON- 



FEW females have, in their time, attracted so 
large a portion of public notice as this celebrated 
lady, who was the daughter of Colonel Chud- 
leigh, the descendant of an ancient family in 
the county of Devon. Hf r father dying while sha 
was very young, the care of this bis only daugh* 
ter devolved on hit mother, who had little more 
than the usual pension allotted to the widow of 
an office* for thtfk mutual subsistence. Under 
these circumstances, Mrs. Chudleigh prudently 
availed herself of the best substitute for money 
«— good connections. fheae the rank, situation, 
and habits of her husband had placed within her 
power. She hired a house fit, at that less re- 
fined period, for a fashionable town residence ; 
and accommodated an inmate for the purpose of 
adding to the scantiness of he^ income. 

Her daughter Elizabeth was soon distinguish- 
ed for a brilliancy of repartee, and . for other 
qualities highly % recommendatory, because ex- 
tremely pleasing. An opportunity offered for 
the display of them to every advantage. The 
father of our present gracious sovereign had his 
court atLeicester-Houser Mr. Pulteney, who then 
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Wazed as a meteor in the opposition, \vas ho- 
nored with the particular regard of the Prince 
of Wales. Miss Chudleigh was introduced to 
Mr. Pulteney; and he obtained for her, at the age 
of about eighteen, the appointment of maid of 
honor to the Princes^ of Wales. Mr. Pulteney 
did more than thus place her in an elevated sta- 
tion ; he endeavored to cultivate her understand- 
ing. To him Miss Chudleigh read; and with 
him, when separated by distance, she actually 
corresponded. Some improvement she obtained 
by this advantage, but the extreme vivacity of 
her disposition prevented her from making any 
considerable acquirements. Her maxim on 
every subject was, according to he* own expres- 
sion, to be ", short, clear,, and surprising/' A 
voluminous, author was, consequently, her aver- 
sion;, and a prolix story, however interesting, 
disgusted her, merely from the circumstance of 
its prolixity.' With such a pupil Mr. Pulteney 
could laugh, and, in despair of his literary instruc- 
tion making any deep impression on the mind 
of his adopted fair one, he changed the scene, 
and endeavored to initiate her in the science ot 
economy instead of books. 

The station to which Miss Chudleigh was ad- 
vanced, combined with in#ny personal attrac- 
tions, produced a number of admirers: some 
with titles, and others in the expectation of 
them. Auiotig the former was his grace the 
Duke of Hamilton, whom Miss Gunning had 
afterwards the good fortune to obtain for a con- 
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sort. The duke was passionately fond df N Miss 
Chudleigh, and pressed his suit with such ardor, 
as to obtain a solemn engagement on her part, 
that on his return, from a* tour, for which he 
was preparing, she would become his wife.— 
There were reasons why this event should 
not immediately take place; that the engage- 
ment would be fulfilled at the specified time, 
both parties considered as a moral certainty. A 
mutual pledge was given and accepted ; the duke 
commenced his proposed tour, and the parting 
condition was, that he should write by every op- 
portunity ; Miss Chudleigh, of course, was bound 
to answer his epistles. Thus the arrangement of 
fortune seemed to have united a pair, who pos- 
sibly might have experienced much happiness in 
the union; for 11 between the Duke of Hamilton 
and Miss Chudleigh there was a similarity of 
disposition. Fate, however, had not destined 
them for each other. • 

Miss Chudleigh had an aunt whose name wag 
Hanmer ; at her house the Hon Mr. Hervey, 
son of the Earl of Bristol, and a captain in the 
royal navy, was a visitor. # To this gentleman, 
Mrs. Hanmer became so exceedingly partial, 
that she favored his views on her niece, and en- 
gaged her effort^ to effect, if possible, a matri- 
monial connection. There-were two difficulties 
which would have been insurmountable, had 
they not been opposed by the fertile genius of a 
female. Miss Chudleigh disliked Captain Her- 
vey, and she was betrothed to the Duke of Ha- 

r2 
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Ihilton. To render this affiance nugatory, fhe 
letters of his grace were intercepted by Mrs, 
Hanmer; arid, his supposed silence giving of- 
fence to her niece, she worked so successfully on 
her pride, as to induce her to abandon all thoughts 
of her lover, whose passion she had cherished 
ivith delight. A conduct the reverse of that im- 
puted to the duie was observed by Qaptain Her* 
vey. He was all that assiduity could dictate, or 
attention perform. He had daily access to Mis* 
Chudlcigh, and each interview was artfully im* 
proved by the aunt, to the promotion of het 
tnvn views. The letters of his Grace of Hamil- 
ton, which regularly arrived, were as regularly 
Suppressed; until, piqued beyond endurance, 
Miss Chudleigh was prevailed on to accept the 
hand: of Captain Hervey ; and, by a private 
tfmrriage, to eftsure the participation of his fu- 
ture honors and fortune. The ceremony wat 
performed in a private chapel adjoining the 
country mansion of Mr. Merrill, at Lainston, 
near Winchester, in Hampshire. 

On a review of life, every reflecting mind may 
easily trace the predominant evil experienced, 
to some wilful error, or injudicious mistake, 
which operated as a determinate cause, and gave 
the color to our fate. This was the case with 
Miss Chudleigh ; for the hour she became united 
With Captain Hervey proved to' her the origin 
of every subsequent unhappiness. The connu- 
bial rites were attended with consequences inju- 
rious to health, as well as unproductive of fecun- 
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clity ; and, from the night following the day on 
which the marriage was solemnized, Miss Chud- 
, leigh resolved never to have further connection 
with her husband. To prevail on him not to 
claim her as his wife, required all the art of 
which she was mistress. The best dissuasive ar«- 
gument was, the loss of her situation as maid of 
honor, should the marriage be publicly Jtnown. 
The finances of „ Captain Hervey not enabling 
him, at the time, to compensate such a loss, 
this, most probably, operated as a prudential, 
motive for his yielding to the entreaties of hi* 
wife. He did yield ; but in a manner which, at 
times, indicated a strong desire to J)lay the ty- 
rant. In fact, as she fi-equently expressed her- 
self: — " Her misery commenced with the arrival, 
of Captain Hervey in England, and the greatest 
joy she experienced was the intelligence of his 
departure." Hence, % while his ship remained at 
Spithead, or in the Downs, she trembled, with, 
apprehension lest the destination might becoun- 
termanded. A fair wind out of th? Channel was 
the, soother of her mind ; and she was always 
extremely inquisitive as tp the duration of the 
voyage, or cruise, as well as to the probable in- 
tervening accidents which might still retard it. 
.Such, were some of the immediate consequences 
of an union, brought about by artifice, effected 
clandestinely, and originating, in the one party 
from pique, in the other from a more reprehen- 
sible passion. 

* & 
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Miss Chudleigh, now Mrs. Hervey, a maid 
in appearance, a wife in disguise, seemed to 
those who judge from externals only, to be in 
an enviable situation. . Of the higher circles shfc 
was the attractive centre; of gayer life, the in- 
vigorating spirit. Her royal mistress Hot ohly 
.smiled on, but actually approved her. A few 
friendships she cemented, and conquests she 
made in such abundance, that, like Caesar in 
triumph, she had a train of captives at her heels. 
Yet, with ail this appearance of happiness, shfc 
wanted that, without which there is no happiness 
on earth — peace of mind. Her husband, quieted 

, for a time, grew obstreperous as she became 
more the object of admiration. He felt hi?, 

„ right, and was determined to assert it. She en- 
deavored, by letter, to soothe him into peace; 
but her efforts were not successful. He demand* 
ed a private interview, and enforcing his demand 
by threats of exposurein case of refusal, she 
complied through compulsion. The meeting 
was at the apartmentof Captain Hervey ; a black 
servant only was in the house; On entering thfe 
roodi where he was, his first care was to prevent 
her retreat by locking the door. What passed 
may be easily imagined. Here was a wife burn- 
ing with rage for past injuries sustained in her 
health/ yet obliged to smother the flame of re- 
pentment, and assume the mildness of comply 
fency— there a husband that felt himself the lord 
psuamoont oyer & defenceless woman, whotfe 
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hopes he had blasted, whose person he had de* 
filed. -" This/' as the lady, when speaking of it, 
with tears in her eyes, used to say, « was an as- 
signation with a vengeance." It ended, like 
every other interview which she had with Cap* 
tain Hervey, unhappily for her. The fruit of 
this meeting was the. addition of a boy to the 
human race. Caesar Hawkins became the pro- 
fessional confidant on this occasion. Miss Cbud- 
leigh removed to Chelsea for a change of air, 
and returned to Leicester-house perfectly reco- 
vered from her indisposition. The infant soon 
sunk into the arms of death, leaving only the 
tfile of its existence to be related. 

While these and a variety of other circum* 
Itances were passing between Miss Chudteigh 
anjl her husband, the Duke of Hamilton arrived 
from his travels. He lost not a moment in pay* 
ing his homage to the idol of his affecticrtis, and 
obtaining an explanation of the reason why his 
letters were unanswered. Flighty as he was in 
Other respects, to Miss Chidleigh his constancy 
remained unshaken. The interview developed 
the whole, and placed Mrs. Hanmer in her true 
light, that of tke authoress of mischief. But, 
tts a palliation of past evil, the duke made a ge*- 
tterous tender of his hand, where his heart wa* 
already centered. The rejection of this offer> 
which it was impossible to accept, and almost 
as impossible to explain the reason why it was 
rejected, occasioned emotions in the duke, which 
the imagination may eoaceive better then the 
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pen ex'plain. Miss Chudleigh was even com-» 
pelled to prohibit his visits. Several other no- 
bles experienced a similar fate. This astonished 
the fashionable world : and the mother of Miss 
Chudleigh, who was a total stranger to the pri- 
vate marriage of her daughter, reprehended her 
folly in proper terms. • _ 

In order to relieve herself, at least for a time, 
from the embarrassments which environed her. 
Miss Chudleigh determined to travel. She em- 
barked for the continent, and chose Germany 
for the theatre of her perigrinations. She re- 
sided some time at Berlin^ then went to Dres- 
den ; and, as she aspired to ihe acquaintance of 
crowned heads, she was gratified by that of the 
Great Frederic of Prussia, who not only con- 
versed but corresponded with her. In the £lec- 
tress of Saxony she found a friend whose affec- 
tion for her continued to the latest period of life; 
The electress was a woman of sense* honor; vir- 
tue and religion. Her letters were replete with, 
kindness ; while her hand distributed presents to 
Miss Chudleigh out of the treasury of abundance^ 
her heart was interested for her happiness. This 
she afterwards evinced during her prosecution ; 
for, at that time, a letter from the electress con- 
tained the following passage. — — " You have 
long experierjced my love; my revenue, my pro- 
tection, my every thing you may commandL 
Come then, my dear life, to an asylum' of peace- • 
Quit a country where, if you are bequeathed a 
clpakj some pretender may start up, and ruin you*. 
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iyladr, to prove it not your property. Let me 
have yon at Dresden." 

On her return from the continent. Miss Chud* 
leigh ran the career of pleasure, enlivened the 
court circles, and each yearbecame more ingra- 
tiated with the mistress whom she served ; she was 
the leader of fashion ; played whist with Lord 
Chesterfield, and revelled with Lady Harrington 
and Miss Ashe. She was a constant visitant at all 
public places, and in 1742, appeared at a mas* 
qued ball in the character of Iphigenia. The 
ready pencil of an ingenious artist was employed 
en this occasion, and the portrait which accom- 
panies this memoir is taken from the drawing 
that was then executed. 

Reflection, however put off for the day, to<i 
frequently intruded an unwelcome visit at 
ftigbt. Captain Hervey, like a perturbed spi- 
rit, was eternally crossing the path trodden by 
his wife. Was she in the rooms at Bath, he was. 
dure to be there* At a rout, ridotto, or ball, this 
destroyer of peacfe embittered Gvery pleasure, 
and blighted the fruit of happiness by the ma- 
lignancy of his presence* As a proof of.his dis- 
position to annoy, he menaced his wife with an 
intimation that he would disclose the marriage 
to the Princess of Wales. In this Miss Chud* 
leigh anticipated him, by being the first relater 
of the circumstance. Her royal mistress heard 
and pitied her. She continued her patronage to 
the hour of her death. 



lOfc DUCHESS OF. KINGSTON. 

m 

At length stratagem was either suggested, or 
it occurred to Miss Chudleigh, at once to de- 
prive Captain Hervey of the power to claim her 
as his wife. The clergyman who had married 
them was dead~ The register-book was in care- 
less -hands. A handsome compliment was paid 
for the inspection, and, while the person in whose 
custody it was listened to an amusing story, Miss 
Chudleigh tore out the register. Thus imagin- 
ing the business accomplished, she for a tiipe 
bade defiance to her husband, whose taste for 
the softer sex subsiding fr-orii some unaccount- 
able cause, occasioned Miss Chudleigh a cessa- 
tion of inquietude* Her better fate influenced 
in her favor the heart of a man who was the ex- 
emplar of amiability. This was the late Duke 
of Kingston, Meanwhile Captain Hervey had 
f ucceeded to the earldom of Bristol. With rank 
he obtained fortune ; and both were inviting ob- 
jects to the mind of our heroine.* When a suc- 
cession to the family honors and revenue became 
highly probable, a short per tod before it took place, 
Miss Chudleigh went to the bouse of Mr. Mer- 
rill, in whose chapel she was -married. Her os- 
tensible reason was a jaunt out of town ; her real 
design was to procure, if possible,* the insertion 
of her marriage with Captain Hejrvey in the 
book, which, in order to destroy the written evi- 
dence of that marriage,- she had formerly muti- 
lated. With this view she dealt out promises 
with a liberal hand. The officiating clerk, who 
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•was a person of various avocations, was to be 
promoted to the extent of his wishes. The book 
was managed by the lad} 7 to her content, and sbe 
returned to London, secretly exulting in the ex- 
cellence and success of her machination. She 
4id, it is true, succeed, but it was in laying the 
ground-work of that very evidence which operated 
afterwards to her conviction. 

Such was the situation of Miss Chudleigh, 
when the Duke of Kingston became her admirer. 
Re-married, as it were, by her own stratagem, 
the participation of ducal honors became legally 
impossible. The chains of wedlock, which the 
lady had been so industrious in shaking off, or 
putting on,as>seemed rnost suitable to her views, 
were now galling to an excess. Every advice 
was taken, but the means of liberation were be- 
yond the power of human device. To acquiesce 
in that, which could not be remedied, seemed the 
only alternative. The Duke of Kingston's at- 
tachment was ardent, and truly sincere. He 
mingled the friend with the lover; nor \*as 
there an endearing title under heaven he would 
not have assumed, could but the assumption 
ljave really advanced thehappiness of Miss Chud- 
leigh. for a series of years they cohabited, yet 
with. such observance of external decorum, that, 
although their intimacy was a moral, it was, not 
an evidenced certainty. That the felicity of the 
duke was in any measure promoted by this union, 
cannot be asserted consistently with trftth. The 
characters of the parties were diametrically oppo- 
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#ite. The duke was mild, gracious, unassuming 
and bashful in the extreme. He had every 
grace that Is expected in a man of rank. Oa^ 
4entation he so much detested, that it was hi* 
custom in perambulating the streets to fold back 
the front of his coat, so as to hide the star; and, 
whenever by accident it was discovered, the dis^ 
closure caused an involuntary blush. His ladjr 
possessed very different Qualities. In voci- 
ferating anger she mjght have vied with Juno* 
She was ostentatious to an excess; and so 
little refined were her feelings, that the gross* 
est flattery was an animating cordial to her spi- 
rits. It revived her, when more rational succors 
failed of effect. Thus contrarily gifted and dis- 
posed, the duke and Miss Chadleigh were fre* 
quently on discordant terms— -but she had a 
strong hold on his mind, and the use made of it 
was finally to ruin herself, 

The Earl of Bristol, by time and attachments 
had grown so weary of the connubial state, as to 
be cordially desirous of a change. At first, when 
sounded on the subject of a divorce, he had 
used this expression—" I will see the b— h at 
the devil, before her vanity shall be gratified by 
being a duchess.* Afterwards, however, there 
being a lady to whom he wished to offer his, 
hand, he so altered his tone, as to express a rea* 
diness to consent to any possible means of aiini-* 
hilating the union subsisting between him and 
Miss Cbudleigh. The civilians were consulted ; 
a jactitation suit was instituted. The evidence 
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that could prove the marriage was kept back. 
Lord Bristol failing, as it Was designed he should 
fail, in substantiating the marriage, a sentence 
of the court pronouncing.the nullity of the claim, 
concluded the business. The object now to be 
obtained was, a legal opinion as to the operative 
power of such a sentence ; and the civilians, 
highly tenacious of the rights of their own 
courw, adjudged the decree not liable to be dis- 
turbed by the interference of any extrinsic cour{ 
of judicature. Under conviction of perfect safety, 
therefore, the marriage between his grace of King- 
ston ^and Miss Chudleigh was publicly solemni- 
zed. The favors were worn by the highest per- 
sonages in the kingdom ; and, during the life of 
the duke, not any attempt was made to dispute 
the legality of the procedure. The fortune was 
not entailed ; his grace had, therefore, the op- 
tion to bequeath it as seemed best to his own in- 
clination. The heirs since, were then expec- 
tants ; the claims rested on hope, not certainty. 
The~ duchess figured without apprehension or 
control: She was raised to the pinnacle of her 
Fortune, and for a very few years did she enjoy 
that which the chicanery of her life hud been 
directed to accomplish, the parade of title, with- 
out tljat honor which alone can ennoble. 

To check her in the career of enjoyment, and 
finaHy put an end to all her greatness, the Duke 
of Kingston died. His will, excluding from every 
benefit an elder, and preferring a younger ne- 
phew as his hejr in tail, gave rise to a prosecu- 

vol, i,— *#.6. s 
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cution of the duchess, which ended in the beg- 
gary of her prosecutor, and the exile of herself. 
The demise of the Duke of Kingston was not sud- 
den or unexpected. Being attacked with a pa- 
. ralytjc affection, he lingered but a short time, 
and that time was employed by his consort in 
journeying his grace about, under the futile idea 
of prolonging his life by change of air and situ- 
ation. At last, whc.ii real danger seemed to 
threateVi, even in the opinion of the duchess, she. 
dispatched one of her swiftest- footed messengers 
to her solicitor, Mr. Field, of the Temple, re- 
quiring his immediate attendance. He obeyed * 
the summons, and, arriving at the house, the 
duchess privately imparted her wishes, which 
were, that he would procure the duke to execute, 
and be himself a subscribing witness, to a will 
made without his knowledge, and more to the 
taste of the duchess, than that which he had 
executed. The difference between these two 
wills was this. The duke had bequeathed the in- 
come of his estates to his relict during her life, 
and expressly under condition of her continuing 
in a slate of widowhood. Perfectly satisfied, 
however, as the duchess appeared, with what- 
ever was the inclination of her dearest lord, she 
could not resist the seeming" opportunity ofear- 
r^ » i: her secret wishes into effect. She did not 
relish the temple of Hymen being shut against 
her. Earnestly, therefpre, did she press Mr, 
Field to have. her own will immediately executed, 
•which left her at liberty to give her hand to the 
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conqueror of her heart. The duchess, in" her 
anxiety to have thfc. restraint shaken off, had 
nearly deprived herself of every benefit deriv- 
able frOtn the demise of the duke. When Afo> 
Field was introduce^ to his grace, his intellects 
were perceptibly affected. He knew the friends 
who approached him, and a transient knowledge 
of their persons was the only indication of men- 
tal exertion which seemed to be left him. Mr> 
Field very properly remonstrated on the impro- 
priety of introducing a will for execution to $ 
inan in such a state. This occasioned a severe 
reprehension from the duchess, who reminded 
him that his business was~onIy to obey the in- 
structions of his employer. Feeling, however^ 
for his professional character, he positively re- 
fused either to tender the will, .or be in any man- 
ner concerned in endeavoring to procure the 
execution. With this refusal he quitted the 
house, the duchess beholding him with an in- 
dignant eye as the annoyer of her scheme, when, 
in fact, by not complying with it, be was renders 
ing her an essential service: for, had the will she 
proposed been executed, it would most indubi- 
tably have been .-.et aside. The heirs would con- 
sequently have excluded the relict from every 
thing* except ,that to uh.ch the right. of dower 
CQtitled her ; and, the marriage being invalidat- 
ed, the lady in this, as in other respects, would 
have been ruined by her own stratagera. Soott 
after the frustration of this attempt, the duke of 
Kingston expired. 

1 s2 * 
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No sooner were the .funeral rites performed* 
than the duchess adjusted her affairs, and em- 
barked for the continent* proposing Rome for 
her temporary residence. Ganganelli at that 
'time fllfed the papal see. From the moderation 
of his principles, the tolerant spirit which he on 
every occasion displayed, and the marked at- 
tention he bestowed on the English, he acquired 
the, title of the Protestant Pope. To such a char 
racter the duchess was a welcome visitor. Gao- 
ganelli treated her with the utmost civility, gave 
Tier, as a sovereign prince, many privileges, and 
she was lodged in the palace of one of the car- 
dinals. Her vanity being thus gratified, her 
grace, in return, treated the Romans with a pub- 
lic spectacle. She had built an elegant pleasures- 
yacht; a gentleman who had served in the navy, 
was the commander ; under her orders he sailed 
for Italy ; and the vessel, at considerable trou- 
ble and some expense, was conveyed up the Ti- 
ber* The sight of an English yacht there was 
"uncommon. It drew the people in crowds to 
the shore, and the applause was general through 
the city. This seemed to be the aera of festivity 
«nd happiness ; but, while the bark floated tri- 
umphantly on the undulations of the Tiber* a bu- 
siness was transacting in England, which put as 
end to all momentary bliss. 

JUrs. Cradock, who, in the capacity of a do- 
mestic, had been present during the ceremony 
of marriage between Miss Chudleigh and Lord 
Bristol, found herself so reduced, in circbm~ 
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stances that she applied to Mr.' Field for pecuni- 
ary relief.' He saw her, and most injudiciously 
refused her every succor. In vain she urged hex 
distress, and the absence of the duchess/who was 
the only person on whose munificence she had 
the justest claim. FieJd was deaf to her in- 
trefcties ; she then told him what wa^ in her 
power to discover. To many circumstances 
which she rehfted he was an entire stranger, and 
he affected to discredit the rest. Mrs. Cradock' 

V 

ended the interview with a -menace that she would 1 
inake the illations of the Duke of Kingston ac- 
quainted with every important particular. Fteld? 
set her at defiance : and, thus exposed to peftn* 

» 

ry, she was exasperated to vengeance, and in- ; 
,5tantly set about the work of ruin. 

HU grace of Kingston had* borne a m?rked 
dislike to one* of his nephews, Mr. Evelyn Mea- 
dows, one of the sonp of his sister, Lady Fran- 
ces Pierpoint. This gentleman bein£ excluded 
from the presumptive heirship, joyfully received^ 
the information that a method of doing himself 
substantial justice yet remained. He saw Mrs.' 
Cradock; heard the detail of evidence which: 
*he offered : and perfectly satisfied afc to its ac- 4 
curacy, he had a bill of indictment for bigamy 
preferred against the reputed widow of the Duke 
of Kingston. The bill was found. Mr. Field 
had notice of the procedure, and the duchess 
was properly advised to return instantly to Eng- 
land and appear to the indictment, to prevent aa 
outlawry. 

s3 
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_ An immediate return to England was the only, _ 
measure that could now be adopted by her grace* ~ 
who, on recovering the little of hex judgment, 
if hich was left, drove to the house of Mr; Jen* 
bios, at that time banker to all the British tra*- 
vellers who visited the Roman capital. The op- 
. ponents of the duchess , endeavored to prevent 
her return to England, by a species of artful po- 
licy, exactly suited to the lady with whom they 
had to deal. The duchess- had placed securities 
in the hands of Mr. Jenkins for the sums she 
might* occasionally require. He was perfectly 
safe in regard to any advance he might make.-— 
Yet, apprized that the duchess would call em him. 
for money to defray the expense ef her journey N 
to England, he avoided seeing her. Onlhe first 
announcement of his not being at home* it was 
passed over as a mere unfortunate incident : but 
on the visits being repeated, and the denial* be- 
ipg as frequent, the cpnductwas justly it»p«te& 
tp. desigjo. The sctifone was. to delay uhe retiMcm 
of the duchess, so that an outlawry might he 
obtained,, which, in the eye of imagination, ap- 
peared the probable method of acquiring the 
estates of the late duke. Thi» waafolly ; because 
the will of his grace, in his- Own hand waiting*, 
was so guarded, as not to be attacked with t\» 
"remotest possibility of. success Such, however^ 
was the idea ; and, from whatever presumable, 
motive it originated, Mr. Jenkins assnredty m*» 
ipcided in the plan.* Aware of this* the duchess* 
was incessant in her. applications : and,, fiimtfty 
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aH her efforts!* see Mi. Jenkins Ml, she pocketed 
a brace of piaiois, retaroed to- his bouse, and, re- 
ceiving the usual answer that be was net a* home,, 
she seated herself oo the steps of the door, and 
declared! her determination there to* remain unfit 
he returned, wereit for a week, a worth, or ayea#. 
She knew thai: business would compel his return, 
and, finding it impracticable any longer to elude 
an interview, Mr. Jenkins appeared. As. the' 
duchess* possessed that blessed gift of utterance 
far which ladies of spirit are sometimes so em** 
neat, k may be supposed that the conversation? 
with the banker was not of the mfMest-fcinA 
Money was demanded, not asked. A little pre* 
vacfeatioii ensaed ; hut the pi<od«e»o» of a pis- 
tol served as the most powerful' at ode o# reason* 
hig ; the .necessary sum was instantly obtained, 
and the dvches9 quitted Rome. 

We ace now to behold the object of onr his* 
tory in a light pitiable ia< die ewtiseme. AbeaC 
to combat a* prosecution, the event of wfriehr 
the mnniter within mast inform the culprit 
would be fatal f attended only by domestics, and' 
wanting the consolations of » friend, each step- 
was * Bearer approach to misery, and every 
hoax was- filled with rh4 anticipation of fnture* 
woe* This was enough to* overpower nature ;' 
nor witt it be deemed surprising that, under such- 
oppressive civcuinstancesy the health of the da*- 
chess should be considerably impaired. Her 
jonsney was- retarded befor* she reaehed the 
jUps. Atviefen* few* saemed to- seize-on Her ; 
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vitals : but she recovered, to the astonishment of 
her attendants. An abscess then formed in her- 
side, which rendering it impossible for her to en* 
dure the motion of the carriage, a kind of litttr 
was provided, in which she slowly travelled. It* 
this situation^ nature was relieved by the break* 
ing o£ the abscess: and, after a tediously pain- 
ful journey, the duchess reached Calais. At 
that place she made a pause, and there it 'was: 
that her apprehension got the better of her rea- 
son. In idea she was fettered, and incarcerated! 
in the worst cell of the worst prison in London. 
She was totally ignorant of the bailable nature 
of her offence, and by consequent expected the. 
utmost that can be imagined. Colonel West, a 
brother of the late Lord Delaware, whom the 
duchess had known in England, became her. 
> principal associate; but he was not lawyer enough* 
to satisfy her doubts. By the means of former 
connections, and through a* benevolence in his 
qwn nature, the Earl of Mansfield had a private 
meeting with the duchess. The venerable peer 
conducted himself in a manner which did honor 
to his heart and character 
- Her spirits being soothed by the interview, the 
duchess embarked for Dover, landed, drove post 
to Kingston-House, and found ( riendsdisplaying 
both zeal and alacrity in her cause. The first 
measure taken was to have the duchess hailed. 
This was done before Lord Mansfield ; his Grace 
of Newcastle, Lord Mountstuart, Mr. Glover, 
and other v characters o£ rank> attending. .Tjufc 
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gamier of adjusting this disagreeable matte* 
was sutk as to solace the mind, and prepare it 
for a greater encounter. The prosecution and 
consequent trial of the duchess, becoming ob- 
jects of magnitude, the public curiosity and ex* 
pectation were proportionably excited* The da* 
chess had through life distinguished herself as a 
most eccentric character. Her turn of mind was 
original, and many of her actions were without 
a parallel : even when she moved in the sphere 
of amusement, it was in a style peculiarly her 
own. If others invited admiration by a partial 
display of their charms at a masquerade, she at 
once threw: off the veil, and set censure at defi- 
ance* Thus, at a midnight assembly* where Bac* 
chus revelled, and the altars of Venus were en* 
circled by the votaries of love, the duchess, then 
Miss. Chudleigh f appeared almost in the unadorn^ 
ed simplicity of primitive nature. 
. The dilemma, therefore, into, which she wat 
thrown by the pending prosecution* was to such 
a character of the most perplexing kind. Sbis 
had in a manner invited the disgrace* bjr neg- 
lecting, the means of preventing k* Mrs. Cra* 
dock, die only existing evidence against her, 
had personally solicited a maintenance for the 
remaining years of her life ; and had voluntarily 
offered, in case an annual, stipend should be set* 
tied on her, to retire to her native village, and 
pever more intrude. The ofier was rejected by 
the duchess* who would only conse&t to atteni 
her twenty pounds a year, on condition qf bet 
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sequestering herself in some place near the Peak 
bf Derbyshire. ^THis the duchess considered as 
e most liberal offer ; and she expressed her asto- 
nishment that the " Old D-^ 1," as sh^ used to 
call her, should have had the assurance to reject 
it. It was, however, rejected with the' utmost 
Scorn :v and she who ,was refused a paltr^ pit- 
tance, except on condition of banishing herself 
Tor life> might afterwards have received thousands 
to abscond. 

Under the assurances of her lawyers, the du- 
chees was as quiet as the troublesome mouitor in 
her bosom would permit her to be. Reconciled 
therefore, in some measure, to the encounter, 
the repose of the duchess was on at sudden inter- 
rupted by an adversary from a different quarter. 
This was the celebrated Foote, who, mixing irt 
the first circles of fashion, was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the leading transactions df the duchess's 
life. Besides this, he had received much private 
information from some person who had-been in- 
timate with her, and resolved to turn it to his 
advantage. As, in the opinion of ftfandeville, 
private vices are public benefits : so Foote deem- 
ed the crimes anil vices of individuals lawful 
game for hi* wit. On this principle he proceed- 
ed with the Duchess of Kingston. He wrote a 
piece entitled, « A Trip to Calais." The scenes 
were humorous, the character of the duchess 
was- most admirably drawn, and the object was 
accomplished, namely, to make her ashamed of 
herself. The real design, however, of Foote, 
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was to obtain money from the duchess for sup- 
pressing the piece. With this view he contrived 
to have it communicated to her grace, that the 
Haymarket Theatre would open with an enter- 
tainment, in which she was taken off to the life*. 
Alarmed at this, she sent for Foote, who attended 
with the piece in his pocket. She desired hira 
to read part of it ; he obeyed ; and proceeding, 
in the character of Lady Kitty Crocodile^ the 
duchess could no. longer iprbean She rose in a 
violent passion, and exclaimed, '1 This is scan- 
dalous, Mr. Foote! Why, what a wretch you 
have made me !" — '/, You !" replied the humor- 
ist, "this is not designed for your grace ; .it is 
not you !" After a few turns about the room, 
the duchess beeame more composed, and, as-; 
suming a smile, entreated as a favor that Mr. 
Foote would leave the piece for ber. perusal, en- 
gaging at the same time to return it on the, en- 
suing morning. He readily complied, and, took 
bis leave. Being thus left to consider her own 
picture, so much Hid her grace dislik,e it, that 
she -determined, if possible, to prevent its expo- 
sure to public view. As the artist had no objecn 
tion to sell it, she was inclined to be the pur- 
chaser. This was the next morning made known 
to Foote, who was .questioned as to the* sum* 
^vhich .would satisfy bim for suppressing the 
piece. Proportioning his expectations to her 
power of gratifying them, he demanded two 
thousand pounds, and a certain sum in compen- 
sation for a loss which, he pretended, would be 
* 2 
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sustained by the scenes designed for the u Trip 
to Calais'* being appropriated to other uses. — * 
The magnitude pf this demand staggered the du- 
chess. Sfofe intimated her extreme surprize, and 
a wish that the request were moderated within 
the boundary of reason. Concluding that she 
must at last comply, Foote would not abate one 
guinea. She offered fourteen, then sixteen hun> 
dred pounds; and had actually signed a draft on 
Messrs. Drumraond and Co, for that sum for his 
acceptance. This compliance induced Foote 
to think he should finally succeed, till, by grasp- 
ing at too much, he overstooct his market, and 
lost every thing. 

The demand of Foote might at any other time 
have passed among the indifferent events of the 
hour, as wholly undeserving of the public notice. 
Those long connected with the duchess, and in 
habit* of intimacy, felt the" attack made on her, 
as directed by stfuffian hand, at a moment when 
die was least able to make any jesnrtance. His - 
grace the Duke of Newcastle was consulted. 
The chamberlain &f the household was apprized 
pf the circumstance ; and hi6 prohibitory inter- 
ference was earnestly solidted. He sent for the 
manuscript fcopy of " The Trip to Calais,'* pe- 
vosed and censured it. This occasioned a remon- 
strating letter from Foote to the Earl of Hert- 
ford, at that time in office. 

Besides these, and other powerfuh aids, the 
duchess called in professional advice. The sages 
of the n>be were consulted, and their opinions 
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were, €€ That the piece was a malicious libel ; and 
that, should it be represented, a short-hand' 
writer ought to be employed by the duchess to 
attend on the night of representation, to minute 
each offensive passage, as the ground-work 
of a prosecution." This advice was followed. 
Blanchard was the person selected, and his ad- 
mission Joe being properly guaranteed, a com- 
plete entrapment was supposed to be laid for 
Foote. Whether he received private intimation 
of the scheme, or whether he found that his at- 
tempt on the purse of the duchess excited the 
displeasure of those whose favors were of conse- 
quence to him ; he certainly began to be intimi- 
dated. He denied that he had ever made so ex- 
orbitant a demand as two thousand pounds for the 
suppression of the piece. This denial contri- 
buted to his injury,. because the Rev. Mr. Fos- 
ter, a clergyman of respectability, considerably 
advanced in years, and who had, through life, 
mingled with the great world, voluntarily came 
'forward, and made an affidavit of the following 
facts : " Thajt, in consequence of the threat to 
perform the " Trip to Calais," he waited upon. 
Mr. Fopte, and remonstrated with him on the 
extreme barbarity of such an attack, at suet a 
particular juncture : that Mr. Foote had only 
agreed to suppress the piece on- condition of his 
receiving from the duebess the sum of two thou- 
sand pounds." This affidavit was so complete q, 
refutation of the denial, as not. to leave it in 
the power of ingenuity to retort ; and the pub- 

VOL. I,— NO. 
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lie testimony of Mr. Foster had every desired 
effect. 

Thus defeated in point of fact, Foote found 
himself baffled also in point of design. The 
chamberlain would not . permit the piece to be 
represented. Foote now had recourse to ano- 
ther expedient. He caused it to be intimated 
to her, " that it was in his power to; publish if 
not to perform : but were his expences reim- 
bursed (and the sum which her 'grace had for- 
nierly offered would do the business) he would 
desist." This being communicated to the do? 
chess, she in this, as in too many cases, asked 
the opinion of her friends, with a secret deter- 
mination to follow her own. Foote, finding that 
she began to yield, pressed his desire incessant- 
ly : and sfce had actually provided bills to the 
amount of l60Gl. which she would have given 
Foote, but for the following circumstance:—* 
The late Earl ot 'Peterborough, Doctor Isaac 
Schomberg. the Rev. Mr. Foster, and Mr. Field 
the solicitor, were alternately consulted, and 
they severally reprobated the demand as a'scan- 
dalous imposition, with which it would be weak- 
ness to comply. Doctor Schomberg, in parti- 
cular declared, " That although he had been for 
many years intimate with Foote, and had spent 
some of the pleasantest hours of his life in hia 
company, yet he would tell him to his face, as 
a man, that be deserved to be run through the 
body for such an attempt. It was more ignoble 
than the conduct of a highwayman." 
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Thw pointed language, dictated by the feel- 
ings of an honorable heart, had considerable ef- 
fect ; but still the duchess dreaded tfye pen, 
almost as much as the personified humor of 
Foote; and of the powers of literary defence 
she was herself entirely destitute. At this junc- 
ture the Rey. Mr. Jackson being asked his opi- 
nion of the demand of Foote, returned this an- 
swer; "Instead of complying with it, your 
gracp should obtain complete evidence of the 
menace and demand, and then consult your 
cpunsel whether a prosecution will not lie for en- 
deavoring to extort money by threats. Your 
grace must remember the attack on the first 
Duke of Marlborough,, whom a stranger, who 
had formed a design either on his purse or his 
interest, endeavored to menace into a compli- 
ance. / 

This answer struck the Earl of Peterborough 
and Mr. Foster very forcibly, su in perfect co-* 
incidence with their own opinions. Mr. Jack- 
son was then solicited to wait on Mr. Foote ; 
Mr. Foster, the chaplain of the duchess, profess- 
ing; himself to be too far advanced in vears to 
enter into the field of literary combat. Mr. 
Jackson consented to be the champion. on the 
following condition, " That the duchess would 
give her honor never to retract her determina* 
tion not to let Foole extort from her a single gui- 
nea.' 9 Her grace subscribing to this condition, 
Mr. Jackson waited on Mr. Foote at his house 
in Suffolk-street. After the usual compliments, 

t2 
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Mr. Jackson told him, "That .he came as a « 
friend of the Duchess of Kingston, arid wished 
to be favored with a categorical answer. to this 
question : Whether Mr. Foote ♦meant to publish 
the piece which the chamberlain had refused to 
licence, called, " A Trip to Calais f" Mr. Foote 
was about to enter into a long detail respecting 
the vast expence which had been incurred, when 
Mr. Jackson interrupted him thus: — " If/ sir, 
you mean to intimate an expectation that the 
whole, or any part of it, should be defrayed by 
the duchess., I fairly tell you that you wjll find 
yourself mistaken ; she will not give you one 
guinea." Foote endeavored to turn this off by 
a laugh-?- and, instead of replying to the pointy 
he begged Mr. Jackson would % hear him read a 
letter, which he had written to the Earl of Hert-« 
ford, complaining of the hardship of prohibit- 
ing the representation of a piece merely because 
Qome lady of quality might suppose herself ridi- 
culed for pinning her tucker awry. There was 
point, wit, and brilliancy, in the letter, but it "X 
was not an answer to the question. Mr. Jack- £ 
son, therefore, finally repeated it, when Mr. 
Foote said, " Oh, I shall certainly pub#sh the 
piece, unless the duchess will consider the heavy 
loss which I shall sustain. But why the devii 
does Isaac Schomberar interfere ? We shall hunt 
down these reps of quality in couples. Besides, 
Lady Kitty Crocodile will suit nine out of tea 
widows of fashion in the kingdom. y Their. d — d 
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tears are like a shower in sunshine, refreshing 
their weeds, and making their faces look the 
brighter." Mr. Jackson was about to retire, 
when Foote said, "What! and so I am to be 
attacked if I publish the Trip to Calais." Mr, 
Jackson replied, " The publication will be an at- 
tack from you, Mr. Foote ; the effect of which, 
I, as the friend of the duchess, will do my ut- 
most to prevent." Here the interview ended. 

Foote, however* stili wished to have matters 
compromised. To this, end he addressed a letter 
to the du&hess, which,began with stating, " That a 
member of the privy-council, and a friend of her 
grace, (by whom he meant the Duke of New- 
castle) had conversed with him oq the subject of 
the dispute between them ; and that for himself, 
he was ready to have every* thing adjusted." 
This Jetter afforded the duchess a triumph. There 
was a, concession in every fine. She sent for 
Mr.. Jackson ; thanked him ten thousand times 
for his interference^ declared that he had saved 
her IfiOOl. She shewed him the letter which 
she bad received from Foote, and desired him, 
in her name, t» answer it, and publish both. 

, . This he declined, alledging that a newspaper con- 
troversy would degrade her. She, however, 
drought otherwise. Foote's letter, her grace's 
answer, and the rejoinder of the wit, appeared. 
In the latter, Foote compared the duchess to 
the weeping . widow renowned in ancient sto- 
ry, converting her weeds into canonicals for 

■ # Mr. Jackson, and applied the following line, 

T 3 
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as applicable to her supposed amorous condi- 
tion : — 



it 



So monrn'd'the dame of Ephesus her love." 



This farce served to turn, for a time, the cur- 
rent of attention into a different channel : but it 
becoming necessary, m the progress of events, to 
adopt some serious measures, either to evade or 
to meet the pending prosecution, the duchess 
openly affected an earnest desire to have the 
trial, if passible, accelerated. Secretly, however, 
she was employed in tryvpg every stratagem 
which art could devise to elude the measures 
taken against her. A very favorable opportunity 
offered, which, had she embraced it, he,r pur- 
pose would have been accomplished. It became 
a matter of debate in the house of peers, whe- 
ther the trial of her grace should, or should not, 
be carried on in Westminster-hall. The ex- 
pense to be incurred by the nation was, by seve- 
ral peers, .considered as introducing a burden 
wholly unnecessary. Lord Mansfield endeavored 
to avail himself of this objection in f&vor of the 
'duchess, whom it was his private wish to have 
saved fr6ra the exposure of a trial, and the ig- 
nominy of what he well knew tthist follow, a con- 
viction. Here theri was the -critical instant in 
which the duchess might have extricated her- 
self. A hint was privately conveyed to her that 
the sum of 10,0001. wopld satisfy. every v expecta- 
tion, and put j« end to the prosecution. This 
bint was improved into an authoritative proposal. 
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The duchess was entreated by Her friends to em- 
brace the measure ; but through a fetal confix 
dence, either io her legal advisers, her own ma- 
chinations, .or in both, she refused the proposal 
with an air of insult. This was folly in the ex- 
treme, and yet it was deserving pity, because it 
was folly misguided. Under every assurance of 
safety, the duchess assumed an air of indiffer- 
ence about the business, which but ill accorded 
with her situation. She talked of the absolute 
necessity of setting out for Rome : affected to 
have some material business to transact with the 
pope ; and took, in consequence, every measure 
in her power, to accelerate the trial, as if the 
regular pace of justice were not swift enough to 
overtake her. She did not, however, abandon 
her manoeuvring. On the eontrary, at the mo- 
ment in which she had claimed her privilege as 
a peeress, and petitioned for a speedy trial, she 
was busied in a scheme to get rid of the prinei-. 
pal evidence, Mrs. Cradock, and prevail on her 
to quit the kingdom. A near relation of this 
woman was a deliverer of panny-post letters. He 
was spoken to, and he engaged to let the duchess 
have an interview with Mrs. Cradock ; but 
her grace was to be disguised, and to reveal her- 
self only after some conversation. Tlis strata- 
gem was adopted. The duchess changed her sex 
in appearance, and waited at the appointed hour 
and place without seeing either Mrs. Cradock, or 
the person who bad promised to effect the meetr 
ing. The fact was, that every particular of this 
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business had been communicated to the prosecu- 
tors, who instructed the letter-carrier to preteod 
an acquiesceifte in the scheme. 

Thus baffled in a prospect which had a plausible 
appearance of success, the only method left was 
the best possible arrangement of matters prepa- 
ratory to the trial. On the I Jth day of April, 
1776, the business came on in Westminster-hall. 
It was of five days continuance, and the priiici* 
pal object argued was the admission, or not, of 
a sentence of the spiritual court, in a suit of jac- 
titation of marriage, so as to stop the proof of a 
marriage in an indictment for polygamy. The 
judges deciding against the admission of such a 
sentence in bar to evidence, the fact of the two 
marriages was most clearly proved, and a con- 
viction of course followed. The solemn business 
being concluded, the prosecutors had a plan in 
embryo to confine the Countess of Bristol (for* 
so, after conviction, she in reality was) to this 
country ; and to have her deprived of her per* 
sonal property. A writ of " Ne exeat regno 9 was 
preparing, of which the lady received private " 
notice ; and, being advised instantaneously to 
leave the kingdom, she caused her carriage to be 
driven about the most public Btreets of the me- 
tropolis, invited a select party to dine at'King- 
ston-house, the better to "cover her design, while 
in an hired post-chaise sh£ travelled to Dover. 
Mr. Harding, the captain of her yacht, was 
there> and he conveyed her in the first open -boat 
that could be obtained, to Calais* 
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Mons. Dessein^ to whose hotel sjie proceeded, 
received her with more complaisance than cor- 
diality: for, in France, the conviction was tm- 
derstood to have deprived ber of all her posses- 
sions, real and personal. Dessein, therefore, in- 
timated that he Was highly honored in the choice 
she had made of his hotel, but that he could not 
accommodate her with a suite of rooms. She 
was fatigued both in body and mind ; rest, there- 
fore, even in a room on the attic story, would 
have been most welcome. While the duchess 
retired, Dessein contrived means to investigate 
the state of her finances ; and, being informed, 
that she was still in receipt of the income from 
her estates, he, next morning, brightened up hit 
features, and was the happiest being on earth to 
acquaint her, that the company who had occu- 
pied apartments suitable in every respect for 
Madame la Duchesse, were gone to, Paris, and, 
consequently, they were devoted to her use, if 
she should so please. This complaisance an- 
swered Dessein's purpose. She remained at the 
hotel long enough to lend him a thousand pounds, 
when be complained of her parsimony, and com- 
pelled her, by disrespectful treatment, to seek 
another abode. The money lent Dessein was not 
forthcoming. The only accommodation which 
tbe duchess could ever obtain, was to take the: 
demand out in jire-xeood* If^a'pun be excus- 
able, this w 1 as a bitming shame in Mons* Dei- 
sm. ? 
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During her absence sorne incidents had hap? 
pened at Rome, of which she received advice, 
and which rendered it necessary for her once 
more to visit that renowned city. In the public 
bank she had deposited her plate for safety, when 
she set out for England ; and in her palace she 
had left a Spanish friar, and ajt English girl> 
whom she had carried with her to Italy. The 
friar found means to seduce the girl, and to con* 
vert great part of the moveables to his own ad- 
vantage, after which he absconded. 

Of these transactions the duchess was inform- 
ed by letter. The necessity of an immediate jour- 
ney to Rome was urgent, and she set out as soon 
as she could expedite the necessary preparations. 
On her arrival, she was waited on by Cardinal 
Albini, to whom he communicated the particu- 
lars of the behavior of the friar, prudently re- 
serving the circumstance of the attack made by 
one of the cardinal's brotherhood on the chastity 
of the girl. Her situation was not the present 
object of thought. The question v was, how th<$ 
property embezzled by the friar could be re-ob- 
tained. The girl sobbed, shed tears in abun- 
nance, and oh 1 her knees entreated forgiveness; 
but, with all this submissive penitence, die conk) 
scarcely obtain the attention of a moment. All 
hope of regaining the valuables becoming vi-. 
stonary, to withdraw the plate out of the public 
bank, And transport it safely from Italy, was- 
the* sole object of negociation ; in this the du- 
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chess proving successful, she returned to Ca- 
lais. 

The expeditious communication between that 
place and England afforded the earliest intelli- 
gence relative to the proceedings of her .oppo- 
nents. Their business was now to set aside, if 
possible, the will of the Duke of Kingston. 
There was not a probability of their succeeding 
in the. attempt; but still the attempt was to be 
made. This kept alive the apprehension of dan- 
ger in the mind of the duchess: and, so long 
as that apprehension subsisted, it was necessary, 
in policy, to affect a particular regard for cer- 
tain persons in England, who had the power of 
rendering her a service. An^ng these was Dr. 
Schomberg, who in return for the zeal he mani- 
fesied in her cause, was presented in her name 
with a ring brilliantly encircled, the stone ajleep 
blue, and upon it the words Pour I'Amitie. The 
intrinsic value was jnever once considered by 
Schomberg; it was the presumable /tribute of 
gratitude which affected the mind He wore 
the ring, and almost in every company he pro- 
claimed the donor. Bat a short portion of time 
elapsed before one of the encircling brilliants 
fell out, and, to have it replaced, a jeweller was 
sent for. When he came, he looked first at the 
ring, then at Doctor Schomberg; and, on be- 
ing asked when he could do what was necessary, 
the jeweller answered : " I hope you will not be 
offended, Sir, but it is not really worth your 
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wlfile ttf have any thing done ; the middle stone 
is a composition, and the whole did not cost 
more in Paris than six-and-thirty shillings."— • 
/' Is that the case?" said the doctor; « then I 
will soon dispose of it." He first trampled the 
contemptible bauble under his feet, and then 
threw it out of the window. 
. The will of his £riace of Kingston receiving 
every confirmation which the courts of justice 
could give; to dissipate, rather than expend, 
the income of his estates^ appeared to be the 
leading rule of her life. A house which she had 
purchased at Calais was not sufficient for the 
purpose of perplexities; a mansion at Mont 
Martre, near Paris, was fixed on, and the pur- 
chase of it negociated in as *short a time as the 
duchess could desire. "There were only a few 
obstacles to enjoyment, which were not consider- 
ed until the purchase was completed. The house 
was in so ruinous a condition, as to-be in mo- 
mentary danger of falling. The land was more 
like the field of the slothful than the vineyard of 
the industrious.- These evils were not perceived 
by the duchess till she was in possession of her 
wishes. A lawsuit with the owner of the estate 
was the consequence of the agreement. The 
duchess went to Petersburgh, and returned to 
Fiance before it was. finished. The manner in 
which this suit was adjudicated, proved the' ul- 
timate cause of her death. 

Besides this trivial purchase^ another was 
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made by the duchess, the scale of which was 
truly grand. ' The brother 'of the then French 
monarch was the owner of a domain,, according 
in every respect with his dignity. This was the 
territory of "St. Assize, *l a pleasant distance 
from Paris, abounding in game of different spe- 
cies, and rich in all the luxuriant embellishments 
of nature. The mansion was fit for the brother 
of a king ; it contained three hundred beds. The 
value of such an estate was too considerable to 
be expected in one payment; she therefore 
agreed to discharge the whole of the sum de- 
manded, which was fifty-five thousand pounds, 
by instalments. The purchase on the part of the 
duchess was a good one. It afforded not only 
game, but rabbits in plenty ; and, finding them 
to be of superior quality and flavour, the duchess, 
during the first week of her possession, had'as 
many killed and sold as brought her three hun- 
dred guineas. At Petersburgh, she had been a 
distiller of brandy, and now at' Paris/ she turned 

rabbit-merchant. 

# 

Such was her situation, when one day while 
she was at dinner, her servants received the in- 
telligence that judgment respecting the house 
near Paris had been, awarded against her. Thfc 
sudden communication of the news produced an 
agitation of her whole frame. She flew into a 
violent passion, and burst an internal blood-ves- 
sel ; even this, however, she appeared to have 
surmounted, until a few days afterwards, when 
preparing to rise from her bed, a servant who 

vol. i.— no. 7. u 
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had long been with her, endeavored to dissttacfe 
her from it. The duchess addressed her thud : 
H I am not very well, but I wim'ise." On a remon- 
fttt&nce being attempted, she said, " At your pe-* 
til disobey me : I will -get up and Walk *about thef 
room ; ring for the secretary to assist me." She 
Was obeyed, dressed, and the sectetary entered 
the chamber. The duchess then walked about, 
complained of thirst, and s&id, "I couTd drink 
a glass of my fine Madeira, *and eat 'a slice of 
toasted bread. I shall )>e quite well afterwards ; 
but let it be a large glass of *irie. w — The attend- 
ant reluctantly brought, and- the duchess' drank 
the frine. She then said, V\ am -perfectly reco- 
vered ; I knew the Madeira would do fne -good. 
My heart feels oddly. Twill haVe another {*tass" 
The servant here observed, that siich a quantify 
of wine in the morning might intoxicate ratfter 
^than benefit. The dlichess persisted in her or- 
iders, and, the second glass of Madeira being prt>- 
duced, she drank that'also, And prohounced her~ 
self to be charmingly indeed. She then walked 
a litt re, about the room, and afterwards said, " I 
will lie down on the couch \ I can sleep, and af- 
ter that I shall be entirely recovered." She seat- 
ed herself on the couch, a female having hold of 
«ach hand. In this situation shesoon appeared 
to have fallen into a sou fid 'sleep/ until the wo- 
men felt Iter hands colder than or diriary ; arfd 
~th^ duchess was found to have expiredas tBe 
wearied labourer sinks into the arms of ttst. : SKe 
died ' August 1£6, 1796. , 
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THE celebrated Thomas Par, or Parr, waB one 
of the oldest post-dihmans, of whom we have 
arty authentic account. In the year lGS5, John 
Tuylc called the Water Poe.t, pub- 

lish^ :, entitled, " The Olde, Olde, 

Very Or, The Age, and, Long Life 

of T the Sonne of "folia Pair, of 

Wini le Parish of Alberbury, in the 

Com (or Shropshire) who. w,as born 

in tli Sing Edward the LVth. aud it 

now. strand, being aged 152 years 

aud odd mpqtbes. His manner of life and con- 
versation in. so long a pilgrimage ; bis marriages, 
and his bringing up to Loudon about the end. of 
September last, lO^i." - • 

Erom this scarce perfarnjance, which, is al- 
most the, only work of authenticity that contains 
any particulars concerning the venerable subject 
of this article, -we sbrdl present the reader, with 
a few extracts. 

"The right hop prable Thomas Earl of A run del 1 
and Surrey; earl marshal! of England, 8;c. being 
lately in Shropshire to visit some lauds and ma- 
nors, which his lordship holds in that county ; 
or, for some other occasions of importance, the 
■« 8 
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report of this aged man was certified to his ho- 
nor; who hearing of so remarkable a piece of 
antiquity, his lordship was pleased to see him, 
and in his innate noble and Christian .piety,* -he . 
took him into his charitable tuition and protec- 
tion ; commanding a litter and two horses, (for 
the more easy carriage of a man so enfeebled 
and worn with age) to be provided for him ; also, 
that . a daughter-in-law of his {named Lucye) 
should likewise attend him, and have a horse for 
her owne riding with him ; and to che*ere up the 
t)lde man, and make him merry; there was an, 
;mtique-faeed fellow, called Jacke, or John the 
Foole> with a high and mighty ho. beard, that 
had also a horse for his carriage. These all were 
to be brought out of the country to Lqndon, by 
casie jouruies, the charges being allowed by his 
lordship : and likewise one of his honour's own ser- 
vants, named Brian Kelly, to ride on horseback 
with them, find to attend and defray all manner of 
reckonings and expences ; all which was done 
accordingly as followeth. 

" Winnington is a hamlet in the parish of 
Alberbury, near a place called the Welsh Poole, 
eight miles from Shrewsbury ; from whence he , 
was carried to Wim, a towne of the earle's afore- 
said ; and the next day to Sheffnall, a (mannour 
house of his lordship's) where they likewise staied 
one night ; from SbefTnall they critae to Wool* 
verhauipton, and the next <lay to Brimicham, 
from thence to Coventry, and although Master 
Kelley had ranch to do, to keepe the people off 



that pressed «po» him, io alt places where he 
came, yet at Coventry he was most opprest : for 
they came in such multitudes to see the olde 
man; that those who defended him were almost 
quite tyned and spent, and the aged man in danger 
to have been stifeled ; and in a word, the rabbfe 
were so unruly, that Bryan was in doubt h£ should 
bring his charge aa forth** ; (so greedy are the 
vulgar to hearken to, or gaze after novelties.) 

" The trouble being over, the next day they 
gassed ta Daventry, to Stony Stratford, ta'Red- 
fetim, and so to ^padon, where he is well e<*te*? 
tained and accommodated with ail things k*v« 
ing all the aforesaid attendants, at the sole charge 
and cost of his lordship." 

The above-mentioned writer then proceed^ to 
inform us in v^use, that " Jofen, Pair* (# um 
that lived by husbandry), 

" Begot this Thomas Parr, and born was fiee 

The yeate of fonVteen hundred, eighty three". 

And as- his £a the *'s living and. his trade, 

Ww Rl^ugh and cart, scithe, sickle, biU> and sp*4* ', « 

Ths rja.rrow, inattock, flayle, rake, fork, and- goad, 

And whip, and how to load and to unload : 

Old Tom hath shew'd himself the son of John, 

A«rd fypni his father** function has nQfegpj*," 

He then continues : ' 

* r * • ■• 

0" 

<■• Tom. Farrtatu liv'd, as- by record sppeares, 

JMnp mpntfoets, onA hundred fifty andj two y/eQiflt. 

f 01 by records* and true certificate. 

From Shroj^shiere iate, relations doth relate, 

That hee lived seventeen yeaws ».»ith John his father* 

And>wguteea-with-a master, whieb 1; gajtfcefr 

V 3 
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To be full lhirty-fiv« ; bis jirets decease * 

Xeft him foure yeares possession of a lease; " 
Which past, Lewis Porter gentleman, did then 
For twenty-one yeares grant bis lease agen ; 
That lease expir'd, the son of Lewis, called John, 
Let him the like lease, and -that time being gone, 
Then Hugh, the son of John, (last nam'd before) " 
For one and twenty years, sold one lease more. 
And lastly, he hath held from John, Hngh's son, 
. A lease for's life the'se fifty years outrun ; 
And till olde Tlwmas Parr, to earth againe 
Returne, the last lease must his owne remaine." 

John Taylor then relates the following curiousV 
anecdote of Olde Parr's eraft in endeavouring id 
over- reach his landlord. ' 

* His three leases of sixty-three yeares being 
expired, he took his last lease of his landlord, 
(one Master John Porfei) for his life; with which 
lease hee hath lived more than fifty yeares ; but 
this olde man would (for. his wife's sake) renew 
his lease for yeares, which his landlord would 
not consent tmto ; wherefore old Parr, (having 
beene long blind) sitting in his chair by the fire* 
his wife lopkfd out of the window, and perceiv'd 
Master Edward Porter, son of his landlord, to 
come towards their house, which she told her 
husband ; saying, husband, our young landlord 
is coming hither. Is he so ? said old Parr, I 
prithee wife lay a pin on the ground' neere my 
foot, or at my right toe, which she did, and 
when Master Porter, (yet forty yeares old) was 
oome into the house, after salutations "between 
them, the olde man. said, wife, is Hot that a pin 
which lyes at my foot ? Truly hu&band, quoth 
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she, it is a pin indeede, so she tooke up the pin, 
and Master PoTter was half in a maze that* the 
olde irf&n had recovered his sight again ; but it 
was quickly found to be a witty conceit, thereby 
to have them suppose him to be more lively 
than hee was, because he hop'd to have his lease 
renew'd for his wife's sake, as aforesaid. ,, 

With respect to his matrimonial connections* 
Taylor says : 

■ " A tedious time a batchelour hee tarried, 
Full eightie years of age before he married r 
His continence to question I'll not call, 
•i Man's irailtie's weak, and oft doth slip and fair. 

No doubt, but hee in fourscore years might find, A x 
, In Salop's conntie, females fair and kind r 
But what have I to do with that ? let passe, 
At th* age aforesaid hee first married was 
To Jane, John Taylor's daughter ; and 'tis said, . 
That shee, (before hee had her) was a raayd. x 

With her hee Jiv'd yeares three times ten and two, 
And then she dy'd (as all good wives will doe.) ' 
Shee dead, hee ten yeares did a widdower stay, 
Then once itfore ventred in the wedlock way : 
And in affection to his first wife Jane, 
He tooke another of that name againe : 
(With whom hee now doth live) she was a widotr 
* To one natn'd, Anthony (and surnara'd Adda) 
She was (as by report it doth appeare) 
Of Gillsett's parish, in MontgonVry-shiere, 
The daughter of John Floyde (corruptly Flood) 

Of ariicient house, and gentle Cambrian blood." 

. * . . • 

Of Thomas Parr's issue, the same writer says^ in 
plain prose; " Hee hath had two children by his 
first wife, a soil and a daughter ; the boyes name 
was John, and lived 'but ten weekes; the girfe 
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was: iismed Juan, and she lived; but ihreo 

weekes." 

A stony off ant intrigue foe which Old Thomas 
wad chastised; by the cWurch, i* tbut verified by 

« ■ i. , ■ , In's first. wife's time, 

Hee frayly, foully, Ml into a crime, 
Which richer, poorer, older men* andyqunger, 
More base, more noble, weaker men, and atrongec 

.Havefalne into. ■ ! 

- For from the erap'ront to the russet clpwn» 

AU states, each sex, from cottaje. to the erow«e> _ 
Have in all ages since, the frost creation, 
Bin foyj'd, and overthrown w*th, We's^ejnptetiQO.^ 
So was Old Thomas, for- ha cba&*'<ito spy 
A beauty, and love entered at his eye. ;> 
Whose pow'rfull motion drew, on, sweet conte#r> 
Consent drew action ; action drew, content, 
1 , But when the period of those joys were past, 
Those sweet delights were sourly saue'd at last.. 
Fa ire Kalhariu Milton was this beauty bright, 
(Fa ire J ike an angell, but in weight too light) 
Whose fervent feature did ih£ame> sofar^ 
The ardent fervour, of old; Thomas Pany 
That for lawes satisfaction, 'twas thought meet, 
He should he purg'd, by standing in a sheet ; 
Which aged (he) one hundred and five y ear e, 
In Allwbucy's parish church did wear$. 
Should all that so offend such.pennaunce doe, 
Oh, what a price would linen rise unto : 
AU woukl be turn'd to sheets * our shirts and smocks, 
Our table fajen, .very porters frocks ' 
Would hardly scape transforming." 

t 

Th* "Reverend Mr. Granger, in his, Bi^grar 
phical History o£ Ei^lwi, says, thut v, M aa 
bM»dr^4 W* twenty h$ juried <£»&?£&?' Mil 
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tan, his second wife, whom he got with child ; 
and was, after that sera of his life, employed in 
threshing, and other husbandry work. When 
be was about an hundred/and fifty two years of 
age, he was brought up to London, by Thomas, 
earl of Arundel, and carried to court. The king 
(Charles I.) said to hftn, " you have lived longer 
than other men, what have you done more than 
other men i" He replied, " I did penance when 
I was an hundred years old." 

The concluding scene of 'Old Parr's life ia 
thus described by Taylor : 



u 



His limbs their strength have left, 



His teeth all gone (but one) his sight bereft. 

His sinews shrunk, his blood most chill and cold, 

Small solace, imperfections manifold : 

Yet still his sp'rits possesse his mortal I trunk, 

Nor are his senses in his ruines shrunk ; 

But that his hearing's quicke, his stomacke good, 

Hee'fl feed well/ steep well, well digest his food. 

Hee will speak heartily, laugh and be merry ; 

Drink ale, and now and then a cup of sherry ; x 

Loves company, and understanding talke, 

And, on both sides held up, will bometiraes walk. 

And, though old age his face with wrinkles fill, % 

Hee hath ben handsome, and is comely still ; 

Well fae'd ; and though his beard not oft corrected, s 

Yetneate it grows, not like a beard neglected." 

Thomas Parr seems to have been a man of 
very different stamina from the rest of mankind, 
as Dr. Fuller tells us that he was thus €< character 
rized by an eye-witness :" ' 

" From head to heel, his body hath all over ' 

A quick-set, thick-set, nat'rall hairy cover*'* 
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John Taylor concludes his account of this 
wonderful old man, by saying, « that it appeares 
hee n<ath out-lived the most, part of the people 
near there (meaning Alberbury) three times 
over." 

Old Parr, did not, long survive his removal to 
the metropolis, where he died on the 15th of 
November, i63o, and was buried in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. It is conceived that the change of ^ 
air and diet, together, with the trouble of nume- 
rous visitors, must have accelerated his death* 
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UNDER this name the reader will undoubtedly 
expect to find recorded the adventures of a female, 
but in this he will find himself totally mistaken. 
The extraordinary person, some particulars of 
whom are here collected, passed during a long life 
for a woman, and was not discovered before his 
decease to belong to the other sex. In the follow* 
ing account it will be necessary, in order to avoid 
confusion among- the relative pronouns, to make 
constant use of the masculine gender,- however 
oddly it may be sometimes combined. 

The various adventures of Russet's life, had 
they been collected by a contemporary, would: 
have formed a volume as entertaining as those of, 
the celebrated Bampfylde Moore Carew, whom 
be accompanied in many of his rambles, and 
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from wbofti profcably he first toot the hint of 
disguising bis sex to answer some temporary 
purpose. / ' 

It appears from the register of the parish of 
Streathain, that John Russel (a younger branch 
of the Bedford faniily) had three daughters and 
two sons. Witljam born in 1608, and Thomas 
1672. There is little doubt therefore that the* 
^person here recorded is one of the two, and that 
when he assumed the female dress, he assumed 
also the name of his sister Elizabeth, who died 
in hfer infancy j under this name in the year . 
1770, he applied for a certificate of his baptism; 
He attached himself at an early period of life to 
ttie' gypsies, and being of a rambling disposition, 
-visited most parts of the continent as a stroller 
W vagabond ; when-advanced in years he settled 
•at Chipsted in«Kenl, where he kept a large shop. 
Sometimes he travelled the country with goods 
in the character of a married woman, having 
changed his maiden name for that of his husband 
-who carried the pack, and to his death was his 
reputed widow, being known by the familiar 
appellation of Bet Page. In the course of his 
travels he attached himself much to itinerant 
physicians, learned their nostrums, and prac- 
tised their arts. His long experience gained him 
the character of a doctress, to which profession 
he added that of astrologer, and practised both 
•with great profit ; yet such was his extravagance 
that he died worth six shillings only* It was a 
common custom with him to spend whatever be 

5 - 
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had in his pocket* at an alehouse, where he usnv 
ally treated his companions. About twelve montha 
before his death he came to reside at his native 
place, Streatham. , His extraordinary age pro- 
cured him the notice of the most respectable fa- 
milies in the neighbourhood, particularly that of 
Mr. Thrale, in whose kitchen he was frequently 
entertained. » Doctor Johnson, who found him 
a, shrewd sensible person with a good memory* 
was very fond of conversing with him. His fa- 
culties indeed were so little, impaired by age> 
that a few days before he died he had planned 
another ramble, in which his landlord's son was 
to have accompanied him. His death was very 
sudden : the surprise of the neighbours may well 
be imagined upon finding that the person whi» 
as long as the memory of any person theft Jiving 
could reach, had been always esteemed and a*£r 
puted to be a woman, was discovered to be a 
man ; and the wonder was the greater, as he had 
lived much among women, and had frequently 
been hi? landlady's bed-fellow when an unex- 
pected visitor came to the house. ' 

Among other precautions to prevent, the dis- 
covery of his sex, he constantly wore a cloth 
tied under his chin. And his neighbours not 
having the penetration of Sir Hugh Evans, who 
spied FalstafF's beard through his muffler, the 
, motive was unsuspected. After his death a large 
pair of nippers was found in his,pocket, with 
which, it is supposed, he endeavoured to remove 
by degrees all tokens of manhood from his face. 
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. %t may be observed, tfyat supposing hinrto be 
*the younger son of John Russel, he would have 
been 100, years of age : if we sqppase him to 
k have been the elder, hrs Bge would have been 
104. He himself used to aver that he was 103. 
-He had a mixture of the habits and employments 
of both sexes ; for though he would drink hard 
»with men, whose company indeed bechiefly a£ 
feeted, yet he was an excellent sempstress,* and 
^celebrated for making a. good shirt, There was 
-a wiidness and ecceatsieity in hid general ion- 
duct, which frequently bordered on insanity*; 
.and at least we may fairly conclude, to use a 
favourite expression of Anth<?ny Wood, the Ox- 
ford biogippher, that he bad "a rambling bead* 
.and a. crazy pate/' 

The following is an 'extract from the parish re- 
gister of Strealham, relative to thk lingular 
character : 

" Russell, buried '4pril 14, 1 772. N. B. 

This person was always known under the guise 
.and habit of a woman, and answered -to the name 
of Elizabeth, as registered in this parish, Nov. £J, 
* *l(i(i9, but at death proved to bed raao." 
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THIS gentleman, whose eccentric conduct 
through life no less entitles him to a place iii 
these volumes, than his literary labors 'claim fo£ 
him the veneration of all the students of the sa- 
cred writings, was the second son of Mr. Wil- 
liam Crudeh, merchant, and one of the baillies 
of Aberdeen, an officer siteilar to that of akler- 
anai* in England. He was horn in 1701, and 
received his education at the grammar-school of 
Aberdeeri, where he had foj>bis school-fellows 
the late Earl Marisehal, and his brother the ce- 
lebrated field-marshal Keith. In due time Mr- 
Cruden entered as student of Marisehal College, 
iand from his close attendance at the divinity 
Jectufes, he appears to have h&d thoughts of em- 
bracing the clerical profession. 

This intention was, however, frustrated by the 
melancholy change which took place about this 
time ;_ though he retained as long as he lived the 
impression that be was appointed by Heaven to 
preach the gospel and to reform mankind. It is 
xincertain to what cause that wildness and inco- 
herence which now began to appear in his words 
and actions, and which, with tew intervals, ac- 
companied him to his grave, are to be ascribed. 
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Some thought that they were occasioned by the- 
bite of. a mad dog,, but nothing can be gathered 
from- the history of this dreadful distemper which 
favors such an opinion. Others derived his in- 
sanity from disappointment in love, but whether 
this acted as a cause or confirmation- of the nia~ 
lady is uncertain* 

The object of his affection was the daughter 
of a clergyman of Aberdeen. Cruden courtecS 
her with ardor and perseverance ; but the lady 
thought proper to reject his addressee and his*, 
behaviour becoming outrageous and troublesome,- 
her father ordered Jus doors to be shu? against 
him.-' This only served to strengthen his passion, 
and his friends soon found it necessary to confine 
liim fou a considerable time. Meanwhile the 
jouag lady became pregnant, and, as it was- 
with toa mu^h reason surmised! in cpnsequengcr 
of a criminal intercourse with her own brother* 
She was sent into the country, whence she never 
returned. That Mr. Cruden shared in the ge- , 
nipral horror produced by this event msiy efisiljr 
be conceived. He never mentioned the name 
of th# unhappy woman but with the bitterest 
grief and most tender compassion* 

On. his release from confinement, he relin- 
quished the pursuit of his studies at Aberdeen j,- 
aud resolved to leave his native country. In the*, 
year 172£ he repaired to London, and engaged* 
in several families as private tutor to young per- 
sons at school, or who were intended for the 
university .- In this employ rateut he spent some- 
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years in the Isle of Man. In the year 1732, we*, 
find him again in London,, as corrector of tiler 
press, and bookseller.. His shop was v iinder the: 
Royal Exchange,. and while in this situation the- 
following remarkable incident happened. A. 
gentleman from Aberdeen, wishing to serve 
Cruden, . offered to introduce him to a merchant 
near the Exchange, a near relation of the young- 
lady to whom he had been attached. They: 
knocked at the door of the merchant, and who. 
should open it bnt the very female herself,. who> t 
, unknown to Mr. Cfuden or his friend,, had there 
found an asylum. Mr. Cfuden started back with, 
■visible signs.of wonder and agony, an d' grasping* 
his friend's hand;, wildly exclaimed, "All! she: 
has still her fine black, eyes ! " AH hopes of in--- 
timacy with this family were now at an' end ;, 
he did not. then or ever afterwards enter the. 
house, or court the acquaintance of the owner, 
who was a younger brother of the lady. 

The following year he began to compile! the 
great work which h§, had long meditated, " A. 
complete Concordance to the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and "New Testament," a work that re- 
quired extraordinary labor and perseverance, 
Mr. Cfuden was well' qualified for such an. un«v 
<lertaking, for Habits of* industry were familiar 
to him, and inclination led' him to form the plan> 
and indeed to execute the whole, before he re- 
ceived any encouragement from the public. The: 
first efdition was published in 1?37> and was de-. 
cRcated to- Queen Caroline, who had given the. 
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author some reason to expect a gratuity oo.tbe t 
presentation of the book to her. Unfortunately 
for Cruden, he lost his patroness a very few days 
before the publication of the work, by the death 
of the queen. His -affairs were embarrassed : 
t^e^imehe had bestowed upon his book \v^s 
not productive of immediate profit, and his re- 
ward was no longer to be expected ; for that be 
did expect a reward from her majesty appeared* 
by visible symptoms of tbe keenest disappoint- 
ment. 

He* now disposed of his stock in tradfe, and", 
shut up his shop. Without employment, with-- " 
out friends* and without hope, he again became^ 
*}u prey* to his malady, and it was found neces- 
sary Jo confine him in a private mad-house at 
J3ethnal Greeq. As soon as he was released, he 
took revenge on his keepers, and on those who- 
ware the cause of his confinement, by publish- 
ing a pamphlet, entitled u The London Citizen 
materially injured, giving an account of his ad- 
ventures during the time of his severe and long 
campaign at Bethnal Green, for nine weeks and- 
six days, the citizen being sent thither in March 
1738, by Robert Wightman, a notoriously con^ 
ceited, whimsical man, where he was chained, 
fyand-rcuffed, strait-waistcoated, and imprisoned,-. 
&c" He also commenced an action against ..Dr, 
Monro, and. other defendants, which was tried at. 
Westminsters-hall, July 17, 1738, when a ver- 
dict, was given in favor of the defendants. After 
|he verdict was given, Cruden said, /* I- trust i&. 
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God." v The chief justice, Sir William Lee, re^ 
plied, u I wish you had trusted mare in God;.> 
and not have come hither.* Cruden had re- 
course again to his pen, and published an ac* 
Opunt of the trial; with remarks on the economy- 
tkf private mad-houses, which he dedicated for 
the king.. 

His principal occupation after th'is wfts cor* 
Meeting the press, and. tinder his inspection se- 
veral very accurate editions of the Greek and 
Romkn classics were published. He rendered 1 
kimself useful to the booksellers and printers in 
trariou(g- wxiysh Hit manners were inoffensive ; 
fie Was always to b<e trusted, .and performed hiar 
engagements with strict fidelity! th thts kind of. 
employment he spent several years, until another 
fetutrt of Ms disorder^obliged his friends to shut; 
Mm utf ' a third time in a mad-house. When he 
was released' hfe pfibli^hed ' his case under the 
ivhimsical title of "The Adventures of Alexan«* 
der tbe Corrector.'* " Three parts /afterwards ap* 
peared under th'e same title. It is rather diffi* 
cuft to characterise these performances-. They 
are a faithful transcript of 'a wild mirrd,' nnequaJj 
whimsical, serious, . and j©cosei Hfs madness 
Was *ui. generis. Nothing like* it can be found irir 
the annals of medicine, nor can it be, accounted 1 
tor oil the- known principles of physiology. The 
faculty 'arte- seldom called in, andseldom" attend 
fo cases like that of* Cruden r fhfe worM ' cither 
feughed'atr* or pitied him.. In his worst pa* 
toxysum he was perfectly harmless,, anit it^ is 
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more* than probable that the severity of his con-- 
toement unnecessarily aggravated his disorder? 

At his last release in ,1763, he undertook what 
was mote difficult to effect than all his former 
attempts. He endeavored to persuade one on 
two of his friend* who had confined him, to* 
aubmit to-be imprisoned in Newgate,- as a com- 
pensation for the injuries they, hadforougbt upon? 
him. To his sister he 'proposed what he thought 
Vety jnild terms ; she was to have her choice of? 
four prisons-; Newgatey Readings arid Ayles- 
tfary jaife^ and the priso»*in- Windsor Castle* 
Finding that his persuasions were of no avail, he 
commenced arv action- against her and three 
others/ and stated his damages at ten thousand 
ponrftfcv 'Hie cause was tried in February I734y 
and a verdict given in favour of the 'defendants* 
Bruden had now no otto&r remedy* than an ap- 
peal to the • public : he accordingly^ published 
the account of this -trial in. a sixpenny pamphlet/ 
dedicated to the king. He \yent to'St. James'* 
palace to present it^ but he was prevented, and 
denied the honor of knighthood, .to which, oM 
this time, he aspired* 

* His phrenay was now at it&4ieight>. He called 
himself « Alexander the Corrector/* and gave 
<Hit that he was commissioned by heaven to re- 
form the manners of the age, and particularly to 
restore a ducobservance of the sabbath. To tnnt 
the popular opinion ia hi&*favor,.he produced 
and printed certain prophecies of eminent rni- 
fcUte» &ad others, alL anonyimws, or with tbe 
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initials only of names. The substance of tbeser 
predictions was, that Mr. Cruder was to be a 
second Joseph, to be a great man at court, and 
to perforrh great things for the spiritual Israel iir 
this spiritual Egypt. Furnished witii such cre- 
dentials, he went to O&ford and Cambridge, and; 
exhorted the ladies and gentlemen whom he 
found in the public walks, on the sabbat;h> to go* 
borne and keep that day holy. His' advice,, 
however, was not welcomed as he wished. On* 
one occasion, indeed, he narrowly escaped cor- 
poral chastisement for .having been loo bold irr 
His addresses to a young lady, who happened tp: 
be walking with a student in Clare-hall walks.. 
He . generally followed up his advice with a -de— 
punciation of eternal wrath in case of non^cou** 
pliance. 

On Mr. Cruden's return* to Lpndon, his aoi^ 
bition increased: for. ambition he certainly- in^ 
dulged,. under th,e idea that he was destined to a 
superior station in life. The general election 
approaching, he determined to stand candidate 
for the city of London, and was accordingly no* 
minated in a common hall by. Mr.- Sheriff Ghitty,. 
whom he had importuned to perform this office 
for him. It may perhaps he thought remarks 
ble that Mr. Cruden had tl\e satisfaction to see 
several hands held up for him ; but he declined, 
the poll, which was instituted by the other party*. 
He had actually received promises of support* 
and, as he himself observed, was comforted by, 
the reflection, that, if he had not. the hands, he 

4 
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fed' the hearts of the citizens., The following is 
one of the advertisements published by him on 
this occasion; It is too curious not to be pre- 
served, as it affords a specimen of his manner of' 
speaking and writing wh«n his phrenzy was at 
its height; 

"Gentlemen of the livery; 

" t have acquainted the sheriffs of my hum- 
bly proposing to be a* candidate for one of the 
Representatives of the city of London : which may 
be looked Upon as an extraordinary step. This, 
is not denied, but? I trust' I am under the direc- 
tion- ef a gracioeis Providence, and I desire to be ' 
entirely resigned to the will of God, the supreme- 
disposer of all things. In the appendix to Alex- 
ander the Corrector's adventures, I have ac- 
ijuainted you with. some of my motives for being A 
p candidate, which are such at t hope will be ap- 
proved by every good man, • a* they, are by my- 
own conscience. 

" If there is any^just ground to hope that Gdd- 
will be pleased to make the Corrector an instru- 
ment to reform the nation, and particularly to 
promote the reformation, the peace and prospe- 
rity of this great city, and to brii>g its inhabit- 
ants to amore religion a 7 temper and condtipt, no- 
good man* in-such^ an extraordinary case witt* 
deny the Corrector his vote : and the Corrector's i 
election may be the means to pave the way to 
his being a Joseph, and an useful* prosperous* 
maa» 
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" May God be pleased tp give a happy lurrfe 
to* the minds of the electors to act from the best 
principles, qnd to choose those who will be faith- 
ful to tfyei* trust, and study to promote the tem- 
poral and eternal happiness of , the people. 

- u My earnest prayers are put up from time to 
time for your happiness in this- world, and the 
*«>rid to some, through Jesus Cl>risU 

"■ I ai&, very respectfully, 
" Gentlemen, . 
€f Your most obedient 
a And affectionate humble servaat, 

ALEX. CRUDEN.T 
« North's Cbffee-House, 

<* Near Guildhall, 

"April 23, 1734." . . 

About this time Mr. Cruden prfdhts address?* 
ta a lady $ but he bad occasion to lament, that 
in this, as in every other great design, he could 
not command success. Amid this series of wild 
attempts he devoted hi$ best hours to study. 
He was continually making additions to his Con- 
cordance, the second edition of which was pub- 
lished in 176 J. At this time he was corrector 
of the press to the Public A4vertiser, He was. 
indeed incessantly employed ; and apportioned, 
his time so judiciously, that only when he ap- 
peared in public he could be said to do nothing.. 
The business of the printing-office was rarely 
concluded before o^e o'clock in the morning*, 
when the paper was put to press*. Cruden- aei?- 
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*lom slept more than four ar five hours, and be- 
fore six in the morning he might always be found 
burning over his Bible, adding to, amending, 
and improving his Concordance with scrupulous 
^attention. In this manner was he engaged till 
Evening, when he returned to the printing-office. 
This assiduous attention to useful objects would, 
it was hoped by his friends, restore his mind to a 
-state of .calm regularity, arid this was, in some 
^sdegree, the case. 

His next appearance in public was in a cha- 
racter which did infinite honor to his heart. In 
■17-62, Richard Potter, a sailor, was tried, and . 
«capi tally condemned at the Old Bailey, for forg- 
ing, or rather for oattering, knowing it to be 
forged, a seaman's will, a crime which at that 
titoe, as well as how, was raYely pardoned. It 
appeared, however, from the evidence, that 
Potter was a poor, illiterate creature, and, igno- 
rant of -the nature of the crime committed, 
had acted merely as jhe tool of another. Fortu- 
nately for him, Mr. Cruden happened to be in 
♦court, and was so firmly convinced that Potter 
was a proper object of royal clemency, that he 
/"determined to interfere in his behalf. To satisfy 
himself more fully, he visited Potter in New- 
_gate, examinee! him, and foiihd that his crime • 
-was the crime of ignorance, unaccompanied with 
rany evil intention. But it was not only to satfe 
him from the sentence of the Jaw that Cruden 
meditated. He prayed with him, exhorted him, 
instructed him in ;the principles of religion; akd 
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awakened in him a proper sense of the wicked-* 
,8e$s of his past life, and the enormity of tbc 
crime for which he was ^condetaned : in a word, 
he made a convert of a poor wretch who had 
scarcely ever-heard of a God. He then began 
to devise means to obtain a .pardon, and, impro- 
vable as it appeared^ his repeated applications 
succeeded, and Potter's sentence waschanged into 
.transportation. Mr. Cruden accompanied his 
petition to the Earl of Halifax, then secretary 
x)f state, with a copy of the second edition of 
the Concordance, to which was prefixed an ele- 
gant Latin dedication to his lordship. The teh- 

. derness with which Mr. Cruden visited, exhort- 
ed, fed, and clothed his pupil, the anxiety he 

, felt, and the unceasing importunity of hi6 appli- 
cations to every person that could be useful to 
Potter, produce a^iricere respect for the charac- 
ter of this singular man, and are sufficient to re- 
concile us to, all his oddities. 

The success Mr. Cruden had experienced in 
reforming this poor criminal, induced him to % 
continue his labors ajpong the other felons in 
Newgate. He visited them every day,* gave 
tftem new testaments, catechisms. &c. instructed 
them, and bestowed small pecuniary rewards on 
the most apt scholar. His labor, however, was 
lost ; the books were soon exclwinged for .money, 
and the money .was spent in drinking ; and the 
benevolent Cruden discontinued his practice 
when he found that it produced no better effects. 

. A regard for. the eternal welfare of his fellow- 
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creatures was a predominant feature in his cha. 
racter; and it cannot be doubted that, had it 
not been for the malady with which he was af- 
flicted, he would have beta a most useful minis- 
ter of religion, and a most valuable member of 
society. 

He was particularly elated when he had suc- 
ceeded in rescuing any wretched object from the 
barbarity of ignorance, or the practice of wick- 
edness. Of this we have another instance, but 
at what period it happened cannot now be ascer- 
tained. Returning one Sunday evening from a 
place of divine worship, tie accidentally met 
'with a man whose looks betrayed anxiety, sor- 
row, melancholy, and, o& Cruden imagined, de- 
spair. I|e immediately, accosted the man, and 
drew from him a confession that the extreme 
poverty of his family and other causes had driven 
him to the desperate resolution of committing 
suicide. Mr. Cruden expostulated/ with htm^ 
convinced him of the wickedness of his inten- 
tion, and administered such friendly eonsolatioTi, 
accompanied with pecuniary assistance, and a - 
promise of future support, that the poor man 
became cheerful, resigned, and hopeful* ' In acts 
of this kind Mr. Cruden delighted. 

At the time when the whole- nation was agi- 
tated by the . disputes between the government 
and Mr. Wilkes, Cruden wrote a small pam- 
phlet against that gentleman, whom he never 
could bear named with patience. This aversion 
he testified in a way peculiar, to himself, by ef- 

vol. i— no. 7. y 
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facing. No. 45, wherever he found it chalked bo 
<loors or window-shutters. His instrument was 
a large piece of sponge which he carried in his 
' pocket, partly for this purpose, and partly that 
no words offensive to good morals might be al- 
lowed to disgrace the walls, doors, &c. . of the 
•metropolis. This employment often rendered 
his walks through, the city extremely tedious. 

In the year '1769 he. visited Aberdeen, the 
place of his nativity, and in a public hall deli- 
vered a lecture on the cause of reformation ; 
contended that he was born to reform the age, 
and exhorted all ranks to amend their ways. In 
this advice there was nothing improper or absurd 
—but Mr. Crudcn's manner was always at vari- 
ance with his matter, and he met with no better 
success there than at other places. Many anec- 
dotes are related of his labors during his resi- 
dence at Aberdeen. . Among others be printed 
the fourth commandment -in the form of a hand- 
bill, which he presented to all persons without 
distinction, whom he met in the streets on Sunday, 
To a young clergyman whom he thought too 
spruce and conceited, he very gravely and form- 
ally presented a little catechism, used in Scot- 
land, called the Mother's Catechism; dedicated 
to the young and ignorapt. He always had his 
pockets full of religious, tracts for young people $ 
and these he bestowed with pleasure on such as 
promised to read them.v 

After residing about a year at Aberdeen, he 
returned to London, and took lodgings in Cam* 
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den-stveet, Islington, where he died. ^ In the 
morning of the 1st of November, >770> he was- 
found dead on his knees, apparently in the pos- 
tage of prayer. He had complained for some 
<tavs of an asthmatic affection, but it did not 
s£em to be attended with danger. As he never- 
married, he bequeathed bis moderate savings to 
his relations, except a cerlfcift sum to the city of 
Aberdeen, to be employed in the purchase of 
religious books for the use of the poor \ and he 
founded a bursary, or exhibition^ of- five pounds 
rier annum, to assist in educating a student in 
M\arischal College. This exhibition was to be 
obtained on certain terms specified in his will,- 
one of which was a perfect acquaintance with 
Vincent's Catechism. 

In private life Mr. Cruden was courteous and 
affable ; prone to give his opinions, and firm in? 
all his religious persuasions. He had not, how- 
ever, an intolerant spirit, and often censured 
with severity the principles aad practices of nar- 
row-minded men. To the poor he was as liberal 
of his monev as of his advice : and seldom dicL 
he separate the one from the other. His concern 
for them must have been sincere, for interest he 
could have none; and his generosity must have 
been /pure, for he often, gave more than he re- 
tained for his own uses. To. such young men as 
were recommended to him, especially if they 
were from Aberdeen, he acted like a fether, an, 
affectionate friend, or tutor* In conversation 
and in writing his style was .stiff and awkward* 

Y '2 " 
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He does not appear to have had a prompt me- 
mory, and his words came slowly. Among men 
of genius he cannot be classed ; but in his great- 
est labors he experienced no fatigue, and the 
utility of his literary projects will not admit of a 
dispute. His Concordance was his favorite 
work ; and it is probable that the attention he 
bestowed upoir it wat favorable to the state of 
his mind, though it could not altogether prevent, 
the return of that phrenzy which gave a certain 
color to all his actions, and suggested to him 
those whimsical plans of reformation, and those 
hopes of superiority, which were equatty useless 
to himself and unprofitable to others* > 
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« 

THIS female, a native of Rhode Island, be* 
longed to the community of Quakers, and ma- 
nifested so fervent a zeal for religion, that at the 
age of twenty she was admitted to all the meet-* 
ings of the society, which were held weekly, 
monthly, and quarterly, for settling the general 
concerns, and watching over the conduct of the 
brethren. She at length fancied herself called 
to act some extraordinary part, and in, this per* 
suasion formed the project of becoming the 
leader of a sect. In the course of a long and 
dangerous illness, she was suddenly seized with n 
lethargy, so that to her friends she appeared as 
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really dead/ She continued several hours in this 
situation ; and preparations were actually making 
for her interment, when she suddenty started up, 
and called for her clothes, declaring " that she 
had risen from the dead, and that she had cast 
off all her material substance, and retained oirly 
the spiritual." She went, accordingly, to the 
next meeting, as if with the authority of a celes- 
tial being, spoke there as one inspired, and 
gained some followers. She soon made some 
proselytes, and at the same time drew upon her- 
self the displeasure of all who, adhered to the 
old forma of the religion of the Quakers. She 
experienced, therefore, a very, unfavorable re^ 
eeption for herself and doctrines, both in Phi- 
ladelphia and New York. Wherever she went 
every Quaker turned away from^her with abhor- 
rence, as the enemy of his religion : and all other 
persons deemed her a fool or an enthusiast. This 
disposition of the public she called a persecu- 
tion, and it was favourable to Her ultimata 
views. ' 

The number of her followers was nowjlaily 
increasing ; and, as she confidently trusted, it 
would become still more considerable, she thought 
they might, perhaps* be willing to follow heiv 
Accordingly, she proposed to a number of then* 
to flee from those regions of intplerance, and to 
settle in a place where they might worship God 
undisturbed, and free from that . bitter spirit o£ 
persecution which men had introduced in oppo- 
jHtion to the divine will. Soon after, the poun~- 
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try about Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake wa& 
fixed upon as the place of their settlement. The 
company . of New York, which had purchased, 
this land from the Indians, entered into a treaty 
for the sale of it with these reformed Quakers.. 
They were promised three tracts of land, con-, 
taining each six thousand square acres, and 
which, trere to form three districts, and to which. 
, Jemima instantly gave the name of Jerusalem.. 
Thirty families removed hither with her; but 
she had confidently expected three or four hun-* 
dred more, of whom, however, not above twen-* 
fy at last arrived. This society soon spread over, 
tW thrfee districts which it was to occupy ; but 
was not sufficiently numerous! to replenish the 
fourth part of each,. The enchantment, how- 
ever, had aJreadj" been brokea by Jemimas. ab^ 
fence, -apd with it had also vanished the zeal for. 
peopling this* new land <of promise. 

The most satisfactory* as well as. most recent 
account of this lingular woman* is that given by 
the Duke de la Rochefoucault Liapcourt, who, 
a few years since travelled tbropgh this country, 
* We saw Jemima," say* he,. <c ajid attended hea 
meeting, which is held in her own home. We 
found there about thirty persons, men, women^ 
*nd children. Jemima stood at the door of ho; 
feed-chamber, w a carpet, wub.au arm-chair be- 
hind h^r. She had on a white mona jog-gown,, 
and waistcoat, such as. men w$ar, and a. petjti*. 
coat *f the same «olor< Her black hair was cut, 
shprt, carefully combed; and divided behind into. 
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three ringlets ; she ware a stock, and white silk 
cravat, which was tied about her neck with af- 
fected negligence. In point of delivery, she 
preached with more ease than any other Quaker 
I have yet heard ; but the subject of her dis- 
course was an eternal repetition of the same tor 
pics— death., sin, and repentance. She is said 
to be about forty year* of age, but she did not 
appear to be more than thirty. She is of a mid* 
die stature, well made* o£ a florid countenance, 
has fine teeth* and beautiful eyes. Her action 
is studied ; she aims at simplicity* but there it 
somewhat pedantic in her manner.. 

" In her chamber we found her friend, Rachel 
Miller* a young woman -about twenty-eight or 
thirty years of age, bes follower and admirer* 
who is entirely devoted to ben All the land 
which Jemima possesses is. purchased in the name 
of Rachel Miller, an advantage she owes to her 
influence over her adherents, and to her dexte- 
rity in captivating their affections, Jemima, or 
the Friend^ (as she is called by way of eminence), 
inculcates, es her leading tenet, poverty and re- 
signation of all. earthly possessions. If you talk 
to her of ber house, she always calls it " the 
house which I inhabit." This, house, however,, 
though built mly of the tamks of trees* is ex* 
tremely pretty and. commodious. /Her room ia 
exquisitely neat,, and resembles more, the boudoir 
of a flue lady, than the cell /of a nun. It eon- 
tries a looking-glass,, a clock, and' an arm-chair, 
*goc4 bod,, a warmu^^pan^aod a.Bilv.er.saucejt. 
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Her garden is kept in good order ; her spring 
house is full of milk, cheese, butter, butcher's* 
meat, «nd game. Her hypocrisy may be traced 
in all her discourses, actions and conduct, and 
even in the very manner in which she manages 
her countenance. She seldom speaks without 
quoting the Bible, or introducing a serious sen- 
tence about death, and the necessity of making 
our peace with God. Whatever does not be- 
long to her own sect, is* wit,h her v an object of 
distaste and stedfast aversion. She sows dis- 
sensions in families, to deprive the lawful heir of 
his right of inheritance, in order to appropriate 
it to herself; and all this she does under the name 
and by the agency of her companion, who re- 
ceives all the presents brought by the faithful, 
and preserves them for her reverend frienc}, who* 
being wholly absorbed in her communion with 
Christ, whose prophetess she is, would absolute- 
ly forget the. supply of her bodily wants, if she 
were not well taken care of. s 
, ," The number, of her votaries has, of late* 
muck decreased.- Many of the families who 
followed her to . Jerusalem, are ho longer the 
dopes of her self-interested- policy. Some still 
keep up the outward appearance of attachment 
to her ; while others have openly disclaimed their 
connection with Jemima. Such, however* as 
still continue her adherents, appear to be entirely 
devoted to her; With these she passes for a 
prophetess, art indescribable being; she is not 
Jemima, Wilkinson,, bqt a spirit of a- peculiar 

a 
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nature, which remains a profound sejcret-to all, 
who are not true believers ; she is the friend* the. 
all-friend. Six or seven girls of different ages, 
but all young and handsome, wait upon 'her* 
with surprising emulation, to enjoy the peculiar, 
satisfaction of being permitted to approach this 
celestial being. Her fields and her garden are 
ploughed and dug by the friends, who neglect, 
their own business to take care of hers ; and the 
all-friend is so condescending* as not to refuse 
their services; she comforts them with a kind, 
word now and then, makes inquiries after and; 
provides for their health and welfare, and has th^, 
art of effectually captivating theijr affections, the 
more, perhaps, because she knows how to keep, 
her votaries at a respectful distance. 

a When the service was over, Jeminja invited us> 
to dinner. The hope of watching hpt mucre nar- ? 
rowly induced u& to accept jhe iny ttajion ; bju,lj w;^ 
did not then know, that it forms a, part of the 
character she acts A never to eat with any one^ 
She soon left us; and locking herself up with hep 
female friend, sat down without other company^ 
to an excellent dinner ; we did n,ot get ours till, 
aftetshe had dined. When our dinner was over^ 
and also another, which was served up after ours^ 
the sanctuary was opened again. And now Je- 
mima appeared once more at the door of her 
room, and conversed wish us, seated in an arm- 
chair. When strangers are with her, she never 
comes over the threshold of her bed-room ; au$ 
when by herself she is constantly engaged in de«* 
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liberation how to improve the demesne of her 

friend. . ; 

» 

" The house was,'this day,' very ftrTr. Our com-" 
paiiy consisted of exactly ten persons ;• after u? 
dined another company of the same number; an£ 
as many dined in the kitchen. Our plates as welF 
as the table-linen were perfectly clean and neat; 
Our repast, although frugal, was yet befter in qua- 
lity than any of which we had partaken since we 
had left Philadelphia; it consisted of good fresh 
meat, with pudding, an excellent sallad, and a 
beverage of peculiar yet charming flavour, with 
Which we were plentifully supplied out of Jemi- 
ma's apartment where it was prepared. The de- 
vout guests observed all this while a profound si- 
lence; they either east down their eyes, or lifted 
them up to heaven with 'a rapiaroussigh : to me 
they appeared not unlike a portjrof the faithful, 
in the primitive ages, dining in a church. 
' rt The all-friend, had 1 by this time exchanged her 
former dress for that of a fine Indian lady, whieb, 
Bowever, was cut out iti the same fashion as the 
former. Her Htiir and eyebrows had again been 
combed. She did not utter a syllable respecting* 
cor dinner; nor did she offer to make any apo- 
logy for her absence. Constantly engaged in per- 
sonating the part she had assuined, she descanted 
In a sanctimonious, mystic tone on death and' 
on the happiness of having been an useful instru- 
ment toothers in the way of their salvation. She* 
afterwards gave us a rhapsody of prophecies to- 
read; ascribed to one Dr. Love, whd Was beheaded* 
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in Cromwell's time; wherein she clearly dis- 
cerned, according to her accounts, the French 
revolution, the decline and downfal of popery, 
and the impending end of the world. Finding, 
however, that this conversation was but ill 
adapted to engage pur attention, she cut short her 
harangue at once. 

" We had, indeed, already seen more than 
enough to estimate the character of this bad ac,- 
tress, whose pretended sanctity also inspired lis 
with contempt and disgust, and who is altogether 
jncapable of imposing upon any persons of com- 
mon understanding, unless those of the most 
simple minds, or downright. enthusiasts. Her 
speeches are so strongly contradicted by the te^- 
nor of her actions; her whole conduct; her ex- 
pense compared to that of other families within a 
circumference of fifty miles; her way of living, 
and her dress, form such a striking contrast with 
her harangues on-the subject of condemning earth- 
ly enjoyments: and the extreme assiduity witfe 
which she is continually endeavouring to induce 
children, over whom she has any influence, to 
leave their parents, and form a part of her com- 
munity; all those particulars so strongly militate 
against the doctrine of peace and universal love 
which she is incessantly preaching, that we were 
all actually struck with abhorrence of her dupli- 
city and hypocrisy,as soon as the first emotions of 
our curiosity subsided. Her fraudulent conduct 
indeed, has been discovered by so many persons, 
and so much has been said against it, that it is dif- 
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ficultto account for her having had any adherents 
at all/ even for a short time. And yet she will 
'probably retain a. sufficient number, to increase 
still further a fortune, which is already considerable 
for the country in which she resides, and fully 
adequate to the only end whicfi she now seems 
anxious to attain ; namely, to live independent, 
in a decent, plentiful, atid even elegant manner. 
There are so many weak-minded religionists, and 
Jemima is so particularly careful to select her 
disciples among persons who are either very old 
or very young, that her imposture, however 
'gross and palpable to the discerning, may yet be 
carried on for some time with success, sufficient 
to answer her ultimate purpose. If her Credit 
should sink too low, she would find herself con- 
strained to transplant her' holiness to some other 
region ; and, in fact, she had, last year, harboured 
the design of removing her family and establish- 
ment, and of settling in Carlton istand, inf the 
Take of Ontario, where she would enjoy the satis- 
faction of living under the Ertglish government, 
which, by her account, has offered a grant of 
land." 
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THIS extraordinary impostor, whose artifices 
enabled him to cominif unprecedented depreda- 
tions on the public, was born about the year 
1730, in London. His father lived in Mon- 
mouth-street, and carried on the trade of a sales- 
man in old clothes. In early life Charles mani* 
fested those traits of duplicity for which he was 
afterwards so greatly distinguished. One instance 
shall be rfaentioned. He ripped off some goMT 
lace from a suit of old clothes in his father** 
shop, and putting on his ? elder brother's coat, 
went to sell it to a Jew. 'The Jew, unfortunate- 
ly, came and offered i&to the father for sale ; 
he instantly knew it, and insisted on the Jew'fe 
declaring from whom he received it. The boy* 
coming in, he pointed to the elder, bn account 
of his coctt, as the person of whom he bought it ; 
and he was directly seized, and severely flogged. 
His protestations of innocence were in vain, die 
father was inflexible, whilst Charles, with aft 
abominable relish for hypocrisy, secretly rejoiced 
in the castigation. 

His father, tired of the tricks and knaveries of 
his son Charles, placed him with a hosier in 
St. James's street* Here he continued for a 
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short time ; he robbed his father of an elegant 
suit of clothes, in which he dressed himself/ went 
to his master in this disguise, purchased about 
ten pounds worth of silk stockings; left his ad- 
dress, Benjamin Bolingbroke, esq. , Hanover- 
square, and ordered them to be sent him in an 
hour's time, when he would pay the person who 
brought them. His master did not know him, 
and, to complete the cheat, our hero came back 
in half an honr in his usual dress, was ordered to 
take the goodi home, which he actually pretend- 
ed to do, and thus were both master and father 
robbed. He was, however, soon afterwards 
found out and discarded. 

, Soon ^fter this period he set off fo>* Holland, 
under the assumed name of Johnson. Forging 
a recommendation to a Dutch merchant, Ije be- 
came his clerk, dobauched his daughter, was of- 
fered her in marriage, robbed his master, and 
returned to England. He then contrived" to be- 
come clerk in his majesty's small-beer brewhouse, 
pear Gosport. At this place he behaved himself 
with so much propriety, that he was on the point 
of forming a matrimonial connection with his 
employer's daughter. This match, however, was 
prevented by an accidental discovery. The Jew, 
to whom he had formerly sold the gold lace, hap- 
pened to live at Portsmouth, and by his means 
Price's character was soon disclosed, his hopes 
were blasted, alid he was again thrown upon 

the world ! 

• ■> • ■ 

r . As his wits were never long unemployed for 
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some deceptive ends, he issued the following 
curious advertisement in the year 1775 — 

"WANTED, 

" A partner of character, probity, and exten- 
sive acquaintance ; upon a plan permanent and 
productive— -fifty per cent, without risk, jnay be. 
obtained. It is not necessary he should have 
any knowledge of the business, which the adver- 
tiser possesses in its fullest extent : but he must 
possess b capital of between 500 and 1000 pounds, 
to purchase materials, with which, to the know- 
ledge of the advertiser, a large fortune must be 
made in a very short time. 

" Address to P. C. Cardigan Head, Charing- 
Cross. 

t€ P. S. None but principals, and those of li- 
beral ideas, will be treated with/* 

To this advertisement the famous comedian, 
Samuel Foote, paid attention. Eager to seize 
what he thought a golden opportunity, he ad- 
vanced the sum of 5001. for a brewery ; we need 
not add, that the sum soon disappeared, and 
-Foote was wrung with the anguish of disappoint- 
ment. Price, however, had the impudence to 
apply to him again, wishing him to unite in the 
baking trade ; the comedian archly replied : 
" As you have brewed, so you may bake ; but 
HI be cursed if ever you bake as you have 
brewed !" • 

After this unfortunate business, Mr. Price 
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turned methodist preacher, and in this character 
he defrauded severaj persons of large sums of 
money. Advertising in order to get gentlemen 
wives, he swindled a person of the name of Wig- 
more of fifty guineas, for which he was indict- 
ed ; but having refunded a part, he effected his 
escape. These, and other fraudulent practices 
were long the objects of his ambition ; though 
they are all the certain roads to infamy. 

With astonishing impudence he again set up 
a brewery in Gray's Inn Lane ; and after various 
frauds, he became a bankrupt in 1776. Ever 
fruitful in resources, he set out for Germany, but 
in Holland he was thrown into prison for a con- 
cern in a smuggling scheme, by which three 
hundred pounds were obtained. By his artful 
defence he escaped, and returned to his native 
country. - Here he once more engaged in a sham 
brewery at Lambeth, where he was married* 
Continuing, however, to practise his deceptions, 
he was obliged to decamp, went actually to Co* 
penbagen, and, after some time, came back to 
England, -where he was doomed to close his 
jdays. 

His breweries having failed, he no vr proceeded 
to study how in other ways he might most effec- 
tually plunder society. Under the pretence of 
charity, he obtained money, for which he was 
imprisoned ; and having been liberated, he, as a 
clergyman, succeeded in various impositions. 
This eventually brought him to the King's Bench 
prison, from whose walls Jxe dexterously extri- 



CHARLES PRICE. 5 

rated himself. An account of all bis tricks would 
fill a volume. . 

We now arrive at that period* of his lift, when 
he commenced his ravages upon the bank of En- 
gland, which ended in his destruction. In the 
year 1780, (under the assumed name of Brank) 
Mr. Price engaged a servant, a plain simple 
honest fellow; by whose means he passed his 
notes without detection. The young man ob- 
serving an advertisement respecting a situation 
which seemed likely to suit him, answered it, 
but he heard nothing of the advertiser for a whole 
week. One evening, however, just as it Was 
dusk, a coachman enquired for the man who had 
answered the advertisement, saying, there was a 
gentleman over the way, in a coach, who wanted 
to speak with him. On this the young fellow was 
called, and went to the coach, where he was de- 
sired to step in. There he saw apparently an old 
man, affecting the foreigner, seemingly very 
gouty, wrapped up with five or six yards of flan- J 
nel about his legs, a camblet surtout buttoned 
over his chin, close to his mouth, a large patcli 
over his left eye, and every part of his face so hid- 
that the young fellow could not see any part of it, 
except his nose, his right eye, and a small part of 
that cheek. To carry on the deception still bet- 
ter; Mr, Price thought proper to place the man 
oil his left side, on which the. patch was, so that 
he could take an askance look at the young man 
with his right eye, and by that means discover 
only a small portion of his face. He appeared by 

* 3 
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hip disguise, to be between sixty and seventy 
years* of age; and afterwards, when the -man 
saw him standing, not much ynder six feet high, 
owing to shoes or boots with heels very little less 
than three inches high. Added to -this decep- 
tion, he was so buttoned up and straitened, as to 
appear perfectly lank. He was in reality about 
five feet six inches high, a compact neat man, 
square shouldered ; inclined to corpulency. His 
legs were firm and well set ; but by nature his 
features madeliim look much older than he really 
was, which, at that time, was near fifty. His 
nose was aquiline, and his eyes small and grey ; 
his mouth stood very much inwards, with, very 
thin lips ; his chin pointed and prominent, with 
a pale complexion ; but what contributed as 
much as any thing to favor his disguise of speech, 
was his loss of teeth. He walked exceedingly 
upright, was very active and quick in his walk $ 
and was something above what we describe a 
man to be, when we call him a dapper made 
man. 

* This simple and honest fellow Samuel, whom 
Mr. Price had engaged, was employed by him 
to negociate his forged bills, principally in the 
purchase of lottery-tickets, at the -same time 
never fully disclosing to him his name, person, 
or history. Indeed the plan was devised and ex- 
ecuted with 'uncommon ability. However, Sa- 
muel was at last detected, having passed bills to 
the amount of fourteen hundred pounds ! ! But 
his principal eluded discovery, and retired with 
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his booty into the shades of the deepest obscu- 
rity. The poor servant was imprisoned for near 
a twelvemonth, terrified out of his wits at being 
the innocent instrument of such complicated vil- 
lainy. 

Mr." Price having most probably exhausted his 
former acquisitions, sallied forth in the year 
1782, after new game, with the most unparal- 
leled audacity. For this purpose he obtained 
his second servant from a register-office: -a 
smart active boy of the name of Power; his 
father was a Scots Presbyterian, and to ingratiate 
himself with him, Mr. Price made great pre- 
tensions to religion, expressing a hope that his 
son was well acquainted wifh the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Ten Commandments. Our hero began 
Iris ravages upon Mr. Spilsbury of Soho-square, 
ordering large quantities of his drops. Wilmot 
* was bis assumed name, and he introduced him-* 
self to him as possessing all the symptoms of 
age and infirmity. He was wrapped up in a 
large camblet great coat ; he had a slouched hat 
on, the brim of which was large, and bent 
downwards on each side of his head ; a piece of 
red flannel covered his chin, and came up on 
each side of his face, almost as high as the 
cheek bones ; he had a large bush wig on, and 
his legs were wrapped over with flannel. He 
had also a pair of green spectacles on his nose, 
withagreen silk shade hanging down from his 
hat, but no patch on his eye. It is remarkable 
that Mr. Spilsbury knew Mr. Price/ but ncft Mr« 
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Wilmot; nay, so complete was the deception, 
that sitting together in a coffee-house, Mr. S. 
complained to his coffee-house acquaintance of 
the notes which Wilmot had imposed upon him, 
Price kept crying out now and then, " Lack-a- 
day! Good God! who could suppose such kna- 
very to exist ? — What, and did the Bank refuse 
payment, Sir?" staring through his spectacles 
with as much seeming surprise as an honest man 
would have done. 

Price had often been at the shop of a Mr. 
Rpberts, grocer, in Oxfordnstreet. Here he 
now and then bought a few articles, and took 
many opportunities of shewing his importance. 
One day he called there in a hackney coach, 
disguised as au old man, and bought some few 
things. A day or two afterwards he repeated 
his visit; and on a third d&y, when he kuew 
Mr. Roberts was from home, be went again, with 
his. face so painted that he seemed diseased with 
the yello^r jaundice. The shopman, to- whom 
he enumerated his complaints, gave him a pre- 
scription for that disorder, such as had cured 
his father of it. Price gladly accepted of the 
receipt, promising that if it succeeded, he would 
very liberally reward him for his civility. In * 
few days he called again, when he appeared per- 
fectly free from the complaint, apd acknow- 
ledged bis great obligations to the shopman, to 
whom, after he had expatiated on his affluent 
circumstances, the short time be had to live in 
the world, and the few relations he had to leave 
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any thing to, be made a present of a ten pound 
Bank tiete. The reader need not be told it was 
a counterfeit one ; but, at the same time, he 
said, that he wanted cash for another, which 
was a fifty pound note, and the obliging shop* 
man got change for it of an opposite neighbor. 
The next day, in' Mr. Roberts's absence, he 
called again, and entreated the lad to get five 
other fifty pound notes changed for small ones ; , 
who, telling him his master was not in the way, 
Price begged he would take them to his master's 
banker, and there get them changed. This re- 
quest the servant complied with. The bankers, 
Harley, Burchall, and Co. complied with Mr, 
Roberts's supposed request, changed them with- 
out suspicion, and small notes were that day 
given for them to Mr. Price. 

Having found out a fit object to practise his de- 
ceptions pn in the person of Mr. E. who was an 
eminent merchant in the city ; and having traced 
his connections at Amsterdam, even to the obr 
taining a letter which came from a merchant 
there to Mr. £• ; he began his attack on that 
gentleman in the following manner. He accost- 
ed him on 'Change in another disguised cha- 
racter, and told him, that he had received a let- 
ter from. a correspondent of their's at Amster- 
dam, whose name he mentioned, which inform- 
ed him that a person of the name of Trevors, 
who frequented the 'Change, had defrauded the 
Dutch merchant of one. thousand pounds, and 
that the latter requested Mr. E's assistance in 
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the recovery of the whole, or any part of it he 
could obtain. Having thus opened the business 
he then produced the letter to Mr. E. who hav- 
ing read it, did not entertain the least doubt of 
its being the hand-writing of his Amsterdam 
correspondent: he therefore offered his assis- 
tance most readily, in any plan that migfat be 
pursued to favor his Dutch friend. After thus 
paving the way, he began to advise Mr. E. how 
to manage the matter. u To-morrow , w said 
Price, " Trevors most likely will be upon 
'Change ; he always frequents the Dutch walk 
and is dressed in a red surtout, with a white 
wig ; he has also square-toted shoes, and very 
small buckles. Your best wav will be to accost 
him, get into a conversation with him, intro- 
duce the mercantile affairs of Amsterdam, and* 
by pretending that he can be of service to you, 
invite him home to dinner. You may then 
mention the business, shew him the letter, and 
inform him, that unless he refunds the wholes 
or part of the money immediately, you will ex- 
pose the matter to the merchants. By such a 
step, you may, probably, procure a return of 
the greater part of the property, as he is rich, 
and has always cash or notes about him, and 
will rather pay than be exposed.'* Mr. E. highly 
approved of this plan, and was very much 
pleased with an opportunity of doing, as he 
thought, such an essential service to his Dutch 
friend. The next day apeared our hero on the 
Dutch walk, and in the dress he had so minutely 
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described the ; day before. Mr. E. followed the 
advice he had received: the result of which was, 
<an invitation to dinner, and an acceptance on 
the part of our hero. When the cloth was re- 
moved, and the. family retired from table, Mr. 
£. begged to open to Mr. Trevors, in as delicate 
a manner as he could, the purpose of the invita- 
tion. Our hero acknowledged the charge in 
part, affected great remorse, declared his inten- 
tion was to pay, begged he might not be exposed 
on 'Change, and , offered to pay five hundred 
pounds down, if Mr. E. would bury the matter 
in oblivion.- — This being readily promised on 
Mr. E's part, Mr. Trevors then produced a 
thousand pound note, which he said he would 
give to Mr. E. if the latter would return to him 
the other moiety. Not having sufficient cash 
and notes in the house, Mr. E. gave him a draft 
for five hundred pounds on his banket, soon af- 
ter which our hero took his leave. The next 
morning Mr. E. discovered that the thousand 
pound note he had received was a forged one, 
and ran to the bankers to stop the payment of 
his draft ; but unfortunately too late ; for a por- 
ter, w r ho seemed to have been followed by a tall 
thin woman into the banking house, had ob- 
tained notes for the draft four hours before Mr* 
E's application to stop payment. 

Upon Mr. Watta hosier, Mr. Reeves, a colour- 
man, and a great many other individuals, he prac- 
tised frauds equally ingenious and successful, for 
in one day he negotiated sixty ten pound notes, 
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-for seven one hundred pound notes ; indeed so 
multiplied are his tricks at this period, that the 
mind sickens at the recital of them. In his last 
attempt on the bank, which ^ended in his detec- 
tion, he assumed the name of Palton> pretended 
he was an Irish linen factor, -arid employed two 
young men to circulate his notes, whilst he, still 
greatly disguised, kept back in obscurity. By 
means of a pawn-broker he was found out with great 
difficulty. On his seizure he solemnly declared 
his innocence, and before the magistrate behaved 
with insolence. This detection took place on 
the 14th of Jan. \ 786; he was soon sworn to 
by more persons than one ; and seeing no way 
of escape, he pretended, to his wife in particular, 
great penitence; but there was no ground for its 
reality. The Bank was fully intent on prose- 
cutiittg him, and there was no doubt of his dying 
by the hands of the executioner. He, however, 
was. found one evening hanging against the post 
of his door in his apartments, Tothill fields 
Bridewell. 

In this situation tie was discovered by the keeper 
of the prison who cut him down, and found m his 
bosom three letters. In one of these, addressed 
to the Bank Directors, he confessed every thing 
relative to the forgery, and the manner of circu- 
lating the notes ; another to his wife was written 
in the most affecting, style : and in the third, di- 
rected to the keeper he thanked him for the hu- 
mane treatment he had experienced. 
A cof oner's inquest was sumaicmed, as usual in 
o 
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sucli cases, and returned a verdict of self-mur- 
der, on which his body was put inlo the ground 
in Tothill Fields, and a stake driven through it. 

In a box belonging to Price were found after 
his death, two artificial noses very curiously exe- 
cuted in imitation of nature. These it is obvious 
he occasionally wore as a part of the various 
modes of his disguise, by which he had for such 
an extraordinary length of time eluded the hand 
of justice. The counterfeit copper-plaies were, 
found buried in a field near Tottenham court- 
road/the turf being replaced on the spot. His wife 
'who had been confined with him was discharged 
after making a full confession of all she knew 
concerning the affair, and the rolling press, plates 
and other materials were destroyed by order of 
Sir Sampson Wright, who \Vas, at that time, at 
the head of the police. 

The depredations of this artful villain on so- 
ciety, amounted in the whole to upwards of one 
hundred thousand pounds; and yet, after his 
apprehension, he wrote a letter to a gentleman 
whtam he had defrauded of more than two thou- 
sand pounds, recommending, his wife and eight 
children to his protection. Price's disbursement* 
must either have been great, or the prudence of 
bis female coadjutor excessive ; for at her lodg- 
ings were fixed all the apparatus for manufac- 
turing the paper, and printing bank notes; the 
plates for which were also engraved by this in- 
genious culprit. Being thus paper-maker, en- 
graver, printer, and circulator, we need not be 
surprized that he contrived to spin out existence 

vol, i.— no. 8. * 2 a ^ 
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to the age of fifty-five; six years of, which were 
passed in hostilities against the Bank Directors, 

* whose emoluments by fire, shipwreck, and other 
.accidents, Mr. Price conceived were much too 
enormous. 

HANNAH SNELL. 

1 HAT the weaker sex is endued with fortitude ' 
courage, and resolution in an equal degree with 
the stronger is a position which seems to be. con- 
firmed by numberless examples. The history of 
Portia, daughter of the virtuous Cato and partner 
of Brutus the patrtot, of Arria, the wife ofThrasea 
Psetus, must be impressed on the recollection bf 
every classical reader. The instances thai might - 
be collected from modern writers would furnish 
materials for many volumes. Among these we 
have' accounts of women who have been induced 

• by circumstances or inclination to disguise their 
sex, and embracing the military profession, have 
become familiarized with hardships and perils of 
every kind, with scenes of carnage and devasta- 
tion. Truth however compels us to observe, that 
these heroines, in " overstepping the modesty of 
nature/' almost invariably transgress those limits 
which are prescribed by .virtue and morality ; and 
that .while they have the appearance of one sex 
with the reality of die other, they frequently unite 
in themselves the vices of both. These observa- * 
tiohs will be found to be verified in the history of- 
the female to the particulars of whose life we 
now call the attention of the jeader. 
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• Hannah Snell was born in Fryer- Street, in the 
city of Worcester, on the 23d of April 1^23. 
Her grand-father embracing the military profes- 
sion, served under William HI. and Queen Anne, 
and terminated his career at the battle of Mat- 
plaquet. Her father was a hosier and dyer, and 
had a family of three sons and six daughters, of 
whom>our heroine was the youngest but one* 

In the year 1740, having lost her father qtnd 
mother, Hannah removed to London, where she 
'for some time resided with one of her ?isters, the 
wife of a Mr. Qray, carpenter in Ship-street, 
Wapping. Soon after her arrival in the metro- 
polis, she became acquainted with a Dutch sea* 
man, named James Summs, who paid his ad- 
dresses to her, and they were married oh the 6th 
of January, 1743. It was not long, however}, be*- 
fore she found herself miserably deceived in the 
opinion she hud formed of her husband. He 
abandoned her company fo* that of women of. 
the lowest description, with whom he squandered 
the little properly which his wife possessed, and 
having involved himself deeply in debt, he de- 
serted her entirely, leaving beu pregnant, to 
struggle with all the horrors of poverty. Two 
months after his departure, she was delivered of . 
a girl, who died at the early age of seven months.. 

When her husband abandoned her, she again 
went to reside with her sister ;.but the death of hep 4 
child, releasing her from every tie, she resolved to 
set out in quest of the man, whom, notwith- 
standing his ill usage, she still continued to love. 
Ia order to -execute this design with a better, 

n A O 
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grace, and more chance of success, she put on a 
suit of tier brother in law's clothes/ assumed his 
name, James Gray, and set off on the 23d of No- 
vember, 1743. Having travelled to Coventry, 
and being unable to procure any intelligence of 
her husband, she*, on the 27th of the same month, 
inlisted into General Guise's regimient, and in the 
company belonging to Captain Miller. 

She remained at Coventry about three weeks, 
during which time she made many fruitless en- 
quiries after her husband. The north being then 
the seat of war, and. her regiment being at Car- 
lisle, she, with seventeen other recruits left Co- v 
ventry, and joiiled the regiment after a march of 
three weeks, which she performed with as much 
ease as any one of her comrades. 

On her arrival at Carlisle, she was instructed 
in the military exercise, and was soon able to per- 
form it with great skill and dexterity. She had 
not been long in that city, when her serjeant 
whose name was Davis, having a criminal 
passion for a young woman in the town, and 
considering our adventurer as a proper person 
for promoting his design, applied to .her to 
assist him -in executing it. She. appeared to 
acquiesce in his desire, but privately disclosed 
the whole affair to the intended victim, and 
warned her of her danger. By this conduct she 
gained the young woman's confidence and es- 
teem, and being frequently in each other's com- 
pany, the jealousy of Davis was excited, and he 
was inflamed with the desire of revenge. He ac- 
cordingly seized an early opportunity of charging 



his supposed rival before the commanding officer 
with neglect of duty ; and she was sentenced to» 
receive six hundred lashes. Five hundred, We 
are told, were inflicted, but- the remaining hun- 
dred were remitted in consequence of the inter*- 
cession of some of the officers. 

The resentment of the jealous Davis was not 
jet satisfied with this cruel punishment;. he omit- 
ted no opportunity to mortify her, and to put 
her on such duties us he knew to be difficult or 
disagreeable. . Fo,r this treatment she however 
found some compensation ifi the increased affect 
tion of her- female friend. 

Not long after the above occurrence, another 
cause of uneasiness appeared. A fresh recruit, a. 
native of Worcester, by trade a carpenter,, and 
who had lodged in the house of her brother-inv 
law, having joined the regiment, she became 
justly apprehensive of a, discovery of her sex, and 
her uneasiness increased to such a degree, that 
she at length resolved to desert. Having taken 
fevery possible precaution, she repaired to her fe- 
male acquaintance, and informed her of her de- 
sign. The latter endeavoured to dissuade her 
from such a dangerous enterprize ; but finding 
her resolution fixed, she furnished her with mo- 
ney; and Hannah having taken leave of her af- 
'fectionate friend, immediately commenced her 
journey on root for Portsmouth. About a mile 
from Carlisle, perceiving a number of people em- 
ployed in picking peas, and their clothes lying at 
some distance, she exchanged, her regimental- 
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coat for one of the old coats belonging to the 
men, and proceeded on her journey. 

Arriving at Liverpool, Hannah stopped at a 
smrll. public house, where she acted the galkinjt 
and renderecf Bo/iiface jealous of his wife. A 
Jbattle was the consequence, in which the sup- 
posed gallant so completely drubbed her host, 
that he was obliged to keep his bed next day. 
From this place she suddenly decamped, and 
proceeded to Chester, where what she obtained 
from the landlady at Liverpool enabled her to ap* 
pear in a more genteel style. 

At Chester she took lodgings in a private house, 
in which likewise resided a young mantua-maker, 
with whom she soon contrived to ingratiate her- 
self. She pushed her suit with much ardour, till 
at length on some pretence she obtained five' 
guineas of the unsuspecting female, and then 
thought it time to leave Chester. In an intrigue 
in which she engaged with a widow at Winches- 
ter, our gallant was not quite so successful. Here 
she met for once, with her match ; the widow 
had the art to empty her pockets, leaving her 
lover to ruminate on her folly, and to finish h$r 
journey on foot with the few shilliugs she had 
/remaining. 

Hannah was about a month in travelling from 
Carlisle to Portsmouth, where she soon inlisted 
as a marine in Colonel Fraser's regiment. Three 
weeks afterwards a draft was made from the re- 
gime* t, for the sEast Indies, and Hannah among: 

3 l < 
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the re£ was ordered to embark in the Swallow 
sloop, one of the ships of Admiral Boscawens 
fleet. She soon made herself remarkable on 
board by her dexterity and address in washing, 
mending, and cooking for her messmates; and 
these little good offices obtained her the parti- 
cular notice of Mr. Wyegate, one of the lieu- 
tenants of the marines, who, in a very friendly 
manner, requested her to become one of their 
mess. This offer she readily accepted > and soon 
became a great favourite with the crew of the , 
sloop. 

The Swallow having sustained considerable 
damage in a storm, was obliged to put into the , 
port of Lisbon to refit. A month having been 
occupied with the necessary repairs, the Swallow 
again put to sea, to rejoin the fleet; but the night 
after her departure, another tempest equally vio- 
lent with the former, destroyed the greatest par*- 
of the rigging, so that she was reduced to a state 
very, little better than a wreck. * Hannah took her 
turn at the pump, which was' kept constantly 
going, declined no office however dangerous, and 
established her character for courage, skill and 
intvepidity. 

The ship was a second time repaired at Gibral- 
tar, and having touched at Madeira, made the 
best of her way to the Cape of Good Hope* 
where having joined the rest of the squadron, 
they proceeded to make an attack on thfe Mau- 
ritius, which, however, proved unsuccessful. 
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The Admiral then bore away for Fort St. David, 
on the coast of Coromandel, where the fleet 9001* 
afterwards arrived. 

The marines being disembarked, joined the^ 
English army ; encamping before Ar,eacopong 
they laid siege to the place, which on the tenth 
day surrendered* This adventure gave our he- 
roine fresh spirits, and. afforded her an opportu- 
nity of displacing her intrepidity, which she 
omitted no opportunity of doing, so that her 
conduct acquired the commendation of all her 
officers. 

The army then proceeded to the attack of Pon- 
cficherry, and after lying before that place eleven* 
-weeks, and suffering very great hardships, they 
were obliged by the rainy season to abandon the* 
siege* Our heroine was in the first party of En- 
glish foot,, who forded the river breast high, un- 
der an incessant fire from a French battery; 
She was likewise on the picket guard, continued 
on that duty seven nights ^successively, and la- 
boured very hamd about fourteen days at 'throw*' 
ing up thetrenches. 

During this tkije she maintained her usual* 
firmness, and her conduct was perfectly consis- 
tent with the character of "bravery whickhas ever 
distinguished the British soldier. In one of the 
attacks, however, hes career was well nigh termi^ 
uated. She fired thirty-seven rounds during the 
engagement, and received, according tocher ac- 
count,' six shots in her right leg, five in the left,, 
and what was still more painful, a dangerous 
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wound ift the abdomen. The latter gave her great 
, uneasiness, as she feared lest it might lead to a 
discovery of her sex, which, even at the hazard 
of her life, she was determine^ not to reveal. It 
was therefore necessary, that she should conceal 
the knowledge of her wound from the surgeons, 
and this she knew it would he iri vain to attempt 
without assistance. Intrusting her secret to a 
black woman who attended her, and who had ac- 
cess to the surgeon's medicines, the latter pro- 
cured lint, salve, and other necessaries, The 
pain became extremely acute, and she endeavored 
to extract the ball, which she at length accom- 
plished with no other instrument than her finger 
and thumb. Notwithstanding this painful and 
dangerous operation, she soon made a perfect 
fcure. 

Being removed to the hospital of Cuddalore, 
during her residence there, the greater part of 
the fleet sailed. As soon a*, she was completely 
cured, she was sent on board the Tartar pink, and * 
continued to do the duty of a sailor till the re- 
turn of the fleet from Madras. She was soon af- 
terwards turned over to the Eltham man of war* 
commanded by Captain. Lloyd, and sailed with 
that ship to Bombay. Here the vessel, which had 
sprung a leak on the passage, was heaved down 
to have lier bottom thoroughly cleaned and re* 
paired. 

This operation lasted five weeks ; the Captain 
remained on shore, while Hannah, in cpmman 
with the rest of the crew had her turn on th§ 



f€3 JIAN-NAH SNEIft. 

watch. On one of these occasions the lieutenant 
♦who commanded in the captain's absence, desired 
her to sing a song, but she excused herself, saying 
she was very unwell. The officer, however, being 
of a haughty and imperious disposition, peremp- 
torily insisted that she should comply, which she 
as resolutely refused to do; She soon afterwards- 
had occasion to regret her non-compliance, for 
•being suspected of making free with a shirt' be- 
longing to one of her comrades, though no proof 
could be adduced, the lieutenant ordered her to 
be put in irons. After remaining in this situa- 
tion five days, she was ordered to the gangway, 
and received twelve lashes. The shirt was found 
in the chest of the uaaa who complained that he 
had lost it. 

From Bombay the Eltham returned to Fort Su 
David, and on the IJjMh of November, 1749. that 
ship, together with the rest of the fleet, set sail 
for tbe Cape of Good Hope. Lieutenant Wye* 
gate whose friendship for die subject of this nai> 
rative has already been mentioned, died the 
day after , their departure. His loss was a severe 
stroke to our heroine, as she was greatly attached 
to him, and be waa one of her most sincere 
friends. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Wyegate, the se- 
cond lieutenant Mr. Kite took her into his ser- 
vice, in which she remained about two months, 
when having engaged a boy to attend him, he- 
recomqaended her to Mr. Wallace third lieu* 
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tenant of the ship, who treated her with distin* , 
guished kindness during the whole voyage. 

About this time the sailors began to rally her* 
because she had no beard, and they soor\ after- 
wards jocosely christened her Mm Molly Gray. 
This sneering appellation occasioned her consi- 
derable alarm, as she feared lest some of the 
crew might suspect that she vyas a female, and 
^vail themselves of some favourable opportunity 
to ascertain the truth. Instead therefore of re-, 
senting this treatment, she resolved to take part 
in all their scenes of dissipation, and endeavour . 
to pass for as good a man as any on board. Ac- 
cordingly when the ship arrived at Lisbon, she 
joined the crew in every party of pleasure on 
shore, and was one of the foremost to promote 
every species of joviality. In these scenes she 
acted Tier part so naturally that her success far 
exceeded her expectation; the name of Miss 
Molly was buried in oblivion^ and Hearty Jemmy - 
was substituted in its stead. 

While the vessel remained at Lisbon, Hannah^ 
being in company with some of her shipmates, . 
chanced to enter a house of entertainment, where • 
they met with an English sailor who had been at 
Genoa in a Dutch vessel. She took the oppor- 
tunity of enquiring after her Jong-Jost husband, 
and was informed 'that-he had been confined at * 
Genoa, for murdering a n&tive of that, place, a 
gentleman of some distinction, and that, to ex-* 
piate his crime he had been put into a bag with a % 
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quantity of stones, and thus thrown headlong in- 
to the sea. .Distressing as this information must 
have been, Hannah had, however sufficient com- 
mand over herself to conceal her emotions. 

Leaving Lisbon, our adventurer arrived in safe- 
ty at Spithead, and proceeded to London to the 
house of her sister, who, notwithstanding her dis- 
guise and long absence, immediately recognized 
her, and gave her a hearty^ welcome. 

Having, when her story became known> ac- 
quired a considerable degree of popularity, -she 
was advised, as she had a good voice, to apply for 
an engagement to the Managers of the Royalty 
Theatre, Wellclose-square. As they closed with 
her offer, she appeared before the public in the 
character of Bill Bobstay, a sailor. She likewise 
represented Firelock a military character, and in 
a most masterly and correct manner went through 
the manual and platoon exercises, 8cc. 

In this capacity, she did not, however continue 
many months, but quitted the stage, and as she 
preferred male attire, she resolved to continue to 
wear it during the remainder of her life. In con- 
sideration of the hardships she had endured in 
the service of her country, government granted 
her a pension of 201. with the assistance of which 
she took a public house in the neighbourhood of 
Wapping. On one side of the sign was painted, 
the figure of a jolly British Jar, and on the other 
the valiant Marine, underneath was inscribed, the 
Widow in Masquerade y or the Female IVanior. 

These attractive signs produced the desired cf- 
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feet; her house was well frequented, and she 
lived many years iu the enjoyment of prosperity, 
which compensated, in some measure,' for the 
distresses she had experienced in the early period 
of her life. 

Such is the substance of the account given to 
the public, either by this extraordinary woman 
herself, or under \her authority. We have 
weeded it of numerous inaccuracies with respect . 
to names, &c« and cannot forbear observing, that 
there seems to be some reason to doubt the ve- 
racity of various circumstances recorded in it. 
To/nention only one seeming inconsistency, ho^r 
is it possible that she could have been twice ■ 
flogged without a discovery of her sex i And > 
though it is pretended that* she had the art to : 
Iceep her secret to the very last, yet it has been, 
stated upon good authority, that her wound led ' 
to its exposure. . It is added that, on her 're* • 
covery, an Irish officer took her under his pro- 
tection, and that by this gentleman she had tw» 
sons, one of whom is still living. 

WILLIAM GIBSON. 

"WILLIAM Gibson was born in the year 1720, at 

the village of Boulton, a few miles from Appleby r 

in Westmoreland. On the death of his father, 

he put himself to a farmer to learn his business. 

When he was about seventeen or eighteen, he 

was informed that his father had been possessed 

of- a tolerable estate in landed property ; and " 
vol. i.— no. 8. $B 
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that he was descended from the same family 

with Dr. Edmund Gibson, who at the beginning 

of the preceding century was bishop'of London. 

The estate was, however, mortgaged to its full 

value. He therefore continued his occupation, 

and soon afterwards rented and managed a little 

farm of his own, at a place called Hollins, in 

Gartmell, where he applied himself assiduously to 

study. 
A short time previous to this, he had admired 

the operation of figures; but laboured under 
every disadvantage, for want of education. As 
he had not been taught either to read or write, 
he turned his thoughts to reading English, wd 
enabled himself to read and comprehend a plain 
author* He then purchased a treatise on Arith- 
metic ; and though he could not write,' he soon 
went through common Arithmetic, vulgar and 
decimal fractions, the extraction of the square 
,and cube roots, &c. by his memory only, and be* 
came so expert that he could tell, without set- 
ting down a figure, the product of any two numt- 
bers multiplied together, although the multiplier 
and multiplicand, each of them, consisted of nine 
figures : and it was equally astonishing how he 
could answer, in the same manner, questions in 
division, in decimal fractions, or in the extrac- 
tion of the square or cube roots^ were such, a mul- 
tiplicity of figures is often required in the ope- 
ration. Yet at this time he did not know that 
any merit was due to himself, conceiving that 
the capacity of other people was like his own ; tut 
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being a sociable companion, and, when in com- 
pany, taking a particular pride in puzzling his 
companions with proposing different questions 
they gave him others in return, which, from the 
certainty and expeditious manner he had in an- 
swering them, caused him to be first noticed as 
as an arithmetician and a man of most wonderful 
memory. 

Finding himself still labouring under farther 
difficulties, for want of a knowledge in writing, 
be taught himself to write a tolerable hand. As 
he did not know the meaning of the word mathe- 
matics, he had no idea of any thing beyond what 
he had learned. He thought himself a master- 
piece in figures, and, challenged all his compa- 
nions and the society he attended. Something, 
however, was proposed to him concerning Eu- 
clid ; as he did not understand the meaning of 
the word, he was silent, but afterwards found it 
meant a book, containing the elements of geo- 
metry, which he purchased, and applied himself 
. very diligently to the study of it, and against the 
next meeting, he was prepared withan answer in 
this new science. 

He now found himselfUaunching out into a 
field, of which, before he had no conception. 
He continued his geometrical studies; and as 
the demonstration of the different propositions in 
Euclid depend entirely upon a recollection of 
some of those preceding, his memory was of the 
utmost service to him : and as it did not require 
much "knowledge in classical education, but prin- 
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-cipally the management of straight lipes, it was* 
study exactly adapted to his mind: for while -be 
was attending the business of his farm, and hum* 
iningover some tune or other, his attention was 
solely engaged upon some of his geometrical pro- 
positions, and , with the assistance of a piece of* 
chalk, upon his breeches knee, or any other con- 
venient spot, he would clear up the most diffi- 
cult parts of the science in a most masterly 
manner. 

He now began to be struck with the works of 
nature, and paid particular attention to the theory 
of the earth, the moon, and the rest of the pla- 
nets belonging to this *y stem, of which the sun 
is the centre; and, considering the distance and 
magnitude of the different bodies belonging to it, 
and the distance of the fixed stars, he soon con- 
ceived each to be the centre of a different system. 
He well considered the law of gravity, and that 
of the centripetal and centrifugal forces, and 
the cause of the ebbiqg and flowing of the tides ; 
also, the projection of the sphere, stereographic, 
orthographic, and gnomical; also trigonometry 
and astronomy. He was never more highly de- 
lighted than when he found that his calculations, 
agreed with observation : and being well ac- 
quainted with the projection of the sphere, he 
was fond of describing all astronomical questions 
geometrically, and of projecting the eclipses of 
the sun and moon that way. By this time he 
was possessed of a small library. 
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He next turned his thoughts to algebra, and took 
up Emerson's treatise oh that subject,- and wept 
through it with great success ; the management 
of surd quantities, and the clearing ecjuations of 
high powers were amusements to him while at 
worl$ in the fields, as he generally could perform 
them by his, memory ; and if he met with any 
-thing very intricate, he had recourse to a piece 
' of chalk, as in his "geometrical propositions. The 
arithmetic of infinites, and the differential me- 
thod, he made himself master of, and found out 
that algebra and geometry were 1 the very soul of 
the mathematics. He therefo/e paid a particular 
attention to, them, and used to apply the farmer 
to almost every branch of the different sciences. 
He grounded himself in the art of navigation, 
the principles of mechanics/ also, the doctrine 
of motion, of falling bodies, and the elements of 
optics) and, as a preliminary to fluxions, which 
had only been latelj- discovered by Sir Isaac 
Newton, as the boundary of the mathematics, 
he went through conic sections, &c. to. make a 
trial of this last and finishing branch. Though 
he expiessed some difficulty at his first entrance, 
yet he did not rest till he made himself master 
of both a fluxion and a flowing quantity. .As 
he had paid a similar attention to alLthe in tea- 
med Fate parts, he was become so conversant in 
' every branch of the mathematics, that no ques- 
tion was ever proposed to him which he could 
not answer. 

He used to answer all the questions in the 
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Gentleman and Lady's Diaries, the Palladium, 
and annual publications, for several years ; but 
his answers were seldom inserted except by, or 
in the name of some other person, for he had 
no ambition to make his abilities known, farther 
than satisfying himself that- nothing passed him 
which he did not understand. He frequently 
has had questions from his pupils and other gen- 
tlemen in London, the universities, and different 
parts of the country, as well as from the univer- 
sity of Gottingen, in Germany, sent him to 
solve, which he never failed to answer ; and, 
from the minute enquiry he made into natural 
philosophy, there was scarcely a phenomenon in 
nature, thatvever came to his knowledge or ob- 
servation, but he tould, in some measure or 
other, reasonably account for it. 

He went by the name of Willy p'th'Hollins for 
many years after he left the place. He removed to 
Tatn-green,where he lived about fifteen years, and 
from thence, into the neighborhood of Cartmell, 
and was best known by the name of Willy Gib- 
son, sti^l continuing his former occupation. For 
tlie last forty years of his life he kept a school 
of about eight or ten gentlemen, who boarded 
and lodged at bis own farm house ; and having 
a happy turn of explaining his ideas, he formed 
i\ great number of yery able mathematicians, 
and many more gentlemen he has instructed in 
accompts, for the counting house, as well as for . 
, the sea, and for land surveying, which profes- 
sion he likewise followed himself* He used to 
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study incessantly during the greatest part of the 
night, and in the day time, when in the fields, 
his pupils frequently went to him to have their 
-various difficulties removed. 

This extraordinary self-taught philosopher 
died on the 4th of October, 1792, at Blaith, 
near Cartmell, in consequence of a fall, a few 
days before, leaving behind him a widow and 
ten children., 
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AMONG* the passions that take possession of 
the human mind,, many, we know, if not check- 
ed, become so powerful as entirely to subdue 
reason, and to lead man to the commission of 
the most atrocious crimes. How often does not 
avarice, hatred, revenge, instigate deluded .in- 
dividuals to take away the lives of their fellow- 
creatures ! These events are so frequent, that, 
unless they are attended with . some very extra- 
ordinary circumstances, they scarcely attract 
the least attention, except among the immediate 
connections of the unhappy sufferers, or the still 
more unhappy perpetrators 'of the bloody deed. A 
.circumstance, perhaps unparalleled in a civilized 
country, renders the history of the wretch of whom 
some particulars are here given, a subject of 
public interest , and it holds out an awful: warn- 
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ing against the excessive indulgence of any pro- 
pensity or desire, however innocent in appear- 
ance. 

Samuel Thorley was assistant to a butcher at 
Congleton, in Cheshire. The victim of his cru- 
elty was .And Smith, a ballad-singer, aged twen- 
ty-two. She was met on a foot-way near Con- 
gleton, by Thorley, who prevailed on her to ac- 
company him to a place at some distance from 
the road, where he cut off her head, tore off 
her arms, legs, thighs, and breasts, took out 
her bowels and tongue, and having cut off the 
calves of her legs, and other fleshy parts, threw 
what remained of the carcase into a brooks The 
former he carried to the house of an old woman 
and told her he had got some pork, which he 
desired her to put up for him. Calling again 
,the next morning, he requested permission to boil 
some of it, which being granted, he ate part of 
it for breakfast, but finding it disagree with him, 
he desired the rest of it to be. thrown away. 
Soon afterwards, some men who were passing the 
brook, observed a petticoat in the water, and 
their suspicions being aroused, they searched at- 
tentively, and found several dismembered parts 
of a human body. The head and face being seen 
by an aged woman, she exclaimed., " It is poor 
Ann Smith, the ballad-singer." 

The manner in which the deceased was cut to 
pieces, occasioned a countiyman to observe* 
that the act was probably perpetrated by a but- 
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'rfier; atod die ferocious disposition of Thorley 
excited a suspicion that he was the person, though 
-he had assisted hi the search for the body, and 
-expressed a strong detestation at the conduct of 
♦the -unknown murderer. His general character 
was bad, and his practice of eating raw meat, 
induced the countryman to imagine that Thor- 
ley might have concealed the flesh in some barn 
for food. Under the influence of this idea, he 
searched the .cottage of the old woman in whose 
custody the flesh had been left, and who was, 
; perhaps, : known as an acquaintance of the mur- 
\derer,;and was then,. as far as she was concerned* 
• informed of the foregoing. particulars. The scat- 
tered pieces of the .body were produced : and the 
•man seeing they were not bristly, as a scraped 
pig would have been, conveyed them to a sur- 
geon, who -immediately pronounced them to be- 
-' long to some human body. ' 

Thorley being soon afterwards apprehended, 
acknowledged the fact ; and being questioned as 
to the mbtive that influenced him to commit 
such a horrible murder, answered, that, " hav- 
ing frequently heard that human flesh resembled 
young pig in taste, curiosity prompted him to 
try if it was true." During his imprisonment 
and trial \)e behaved with the greatest indiffer- 
ence, and at the gallows only enquired if the 
executioner intended to strip him; when receiv- 
ing an answer in the negative, he displayed a- 
slight degree of satisfaction. His body was hung; 
in chains on a heath near Congleton, 
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The witnesses on his trial deposed* that he had 
never shewn any marks of insanity, and seemed 
convinced that extreme avarice was the princi- 
pal' inducement to the commission of this singu- 
larly savage act of diabolical cruelty. He was- 
executed on the 10'th of April, 1777. 
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THIS heroic woman, was with her husband in. 
the retinue of Mary queen of Scots, on f whose 
untimely death, he died of grief. Margaret re- 
solved to avenge the death of her queen and hus- 
band upon Elizabeth, and to accomplish Jier pur- 
pose> she assumed a man's habit, and repaired- to 
the English court, assuming the name of An- 
thony Sparke. - She carried with her a brace of' 
pistols ; one to * kill Elizabeth, and the other ta 
shoot herself, to avoid the disgrace of. a public 
execution. But her design happened to mis- 
carry, by an accident which preserved Elizabeth's 
life. One day as she was pushing through the 
crowd to come up to her Majesty who was thea 
walking in her garden, she dropped one of her 
pistols. This being observed, she was seized and 
brought before the queen, who asked her name> 
country, and quality 1 Margaret undauntedly 
replied, " Madam though I appear in this habit, 
I am a wbman ; my name is Margaret dLamburn : 
I was several years in the service of queen 
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Mary, nay mistress, whom you have unjustly 
put tp death ; and hy her death you have 
caused that of my husband, who died of grief to 
see so innocent a queen perish so iniquitously. 
Now, as I had the greatest love and affection for 
these victims of your cruelty and injustice, I was 
resolved to avenge their deaths by killing you. 
I acknowledge I have suffered many struggles 
within my own breast, and have endeavored to 
divert my resolution from this design; but all m 
vain: I found myself compelled to prove, by 
experience, the truth of that maxim, that nei- 
ther reason nor force can hinder a woman from 
vengeance, when she is compelled thereto by 
love." 

After calmly listening to Margaret's discourse, 
Elizabeth replied, " You ar^ then persuaded that 
in this action you have done your duty, and sa- 
tisfied the demands which your love for your 
mistress and foryour husband required of you ; 
but what think you now it is my duty to do to 
you?" " Madam" said Margaret, with a steady 
unembarrassed countenance, - €t I will teU you 
plainly my opinion, provided you will please to 
let me know whether you put this question in 
the quality of a queen, or that of a judge." 
Her majesty declared that, t€ it was in that of a 
queen/' " Then," said Margaret, ".your majes- 
ty ought to grant me a pardon." « But what 
assurance or security can you give me," said 
Elizabeth , " that you will not make another at- 
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tempt upon my life ?" " Madam/' replied the 
spirited Lamburn, « a favor, given under such 
restraints is no more a favor; and in so doing 
your majesty would act against me as a judge/' 
The- queen, turning to some of her council, 
said, I have been thirty years a queen, but do 
not remember ever to have had such a lecture 
read to me before." She then pronounced a 
free and unqualified pardon, and granted Mar- 
garet safe conduct till she got out of the king* 
don.. 
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JOAN D'ARC, 

THE MAID OF ORLEANS. 
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THIS heroine, whose exploits wcare about lb 
recite, was the daughter of- James d'Arc, a pea- 
sant in the village of Dompre, or Damremy, near 
the borders of Lorrain. In her younger years 
she assisted in attending her father's little farm ; 
but her disposition even then appeared of such a 
military turn, that the old man was under perpe- 
tual apprehension lest Joan should follow the 
camp. When she attained the age of eigh- 
teen, she was no despicable figure. Her mien 
was graceful, her figure comely, and her agility 
and vigour very uncommon in her sex. Soon 
after she eloped from her father, and hired her- 
self to a female inn- keeper, who let out horses at 
Neufchastel in Lorrain. Here she followed, in 
the quality of a servant, the business she thought 
most suitable to her disposition, as it gave her an 
opportunity of taking journies, riding the horses 
to water,- and knowing how to manage them. In 
this station she continued five years, and then re- 
turned to her father. The old man being fond of 
his daughter, did not perhaps chuse to hazard a 
second elopement, and therefore indulged her in 
a more quiet life , than she had hitherto known 
vol. i.— no. 9* 2 c 
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As Joan was remarkable both for wit and genius, 
this new-life of inactivity, caused her to indulge 
reflection ; and though distant from the scenes 
of thq misery of her country, she heard of its 
distress, and was deeply .impressed with its cala-" 
mities. 

Great part of'Francehad been subdued by the 
victorious arms of our fifth Henry wh<£ had been 
crowned at Paris, from which the French mo- 
narch was now an exile; Though Henry, the 
terror of France was by this time dead, yet his 
armies, under the conduct of his. brother an4 
other experienced officers, was still proceeding i,n, 
the career of victory, and had laid siege tQ Or- 
leans. These things which woujd s.Qarcjely h$ve" 
excited emotion in any ordinary mi,nd, pa?tipu r 
larly of a female, filled the heart of Joan with. 
deep regret. She figured to herself the unfortu- 
nate king Cbarles as the most deserving prince 
ever formed by the hand of nature; his fol- 
lowers as so m,any heroes, undeservedly mjser^bje' 
for preserving their loyalty. She though^ there 
wa.3 np toil too painful for her to endure, no darv- 
ger too great for her to ^undertake, to serve 
men so highly severed; an4 she had dombtfess 
q] ready within the walls of a cottage, triumphed 
over the English battalions, and hijwb}$d the 
pride of the ambitious regent. 

Filled with sentiments lik.e these, het impa- 
tience for aciiori so inflamed her mi.nd, that sb# 
mistook the impulses of her pasViofl for heavenly 
inspiratiQiic. She fancied sfee saw vufoiDfli, md 
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heard voices, exhorting her to establish her fa- 
vourite prince on the throne of his ancestors, and 
repel the foreign invaders of her country.' 
Thinking herself therefore destined by heaven to 
• perform this service, $he threw off that bashful- 
hess and timidity which would otherwise have na- 
turally adhered to her sex, her years, and her 
mean station. She repaired to Vaucouleurs, pro- 
cured admission to Baudricourt the governor, 
informed him of her inspirations, her visions, and 
her intentions, and conjured him not to neglect 
the voice of heaven, who spoke by her month, 
but to second those celestial revelations which 
irresistibly impelled her to undertake this glo- 
rious wotk. v Baudricourt, who considered her as 
a tfiere visionary, treated her application at first 
with some neglect, but on her frequent and im- 
portunate solicitations, he began to remark some- 
thing extraordinary in the niaid, and was inclined 
at all hazards, to try so easy an experiment. 

It is uncertain, whether this general had dis- 
cernment sufficient to perceive that great use 
might be made of so uncommon an instrument ; 
or whether, as is still more likely in that credu- 
lous age, he became himself a convert to this en- 
thusiast. Be this as it may, he at length adopted 
the scheme of Joan, and gave her a few attend- 
ants, who conducted her to the French court 
then residing at Ghinon. 

Every historian should endeavour to distin- 
guish between the miraculous and the marvellous, 
to reject the former in all transactions merely 
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human, to scruple the latter, and when obliged 
by the concurrent testimony of all cqtemporary 
writers, as in the present case, to admit of some- 
thing extraordinary, but at the same time to re»- 
ceive as little of it as is consistent with -known 
facts and circumstances. It is pretended by 
some visionary writers of these times, that she 
immediately knew the king, though she had 
never seen his face before, and though he purr- 
posely -mingled in the crowd of courtiers, and 
had even laid aside every thing in his dress and 
.apparel that might distinguish him. It is added, 
that she offered that prince, in the name of the 
supreme creator, to raise the siege of Orleans, 
and conduct him to Itheims to be there crowned 
and anointed ; and on his, ex pressing some doubts 
of her mission, revealed to him, before some 
sworn confidants, a secret unknown to all the 
world except himself, and which it was impos- 
sible for her to know but by a heavenly inspira- 
tion ; demanding, at the same time, as the in- 
strument of her future victories, a particular 
sword carefully kept in the church of St. Cathe- 
rine de.Fierbois, and which, though she had 
never seen", she described with all its marks, 
mentioning the place in which it had long laid 
neglected and forgotten. It is very certain that 
all these miraculous stories were circulated in 
order to engage the attention of the vulgar. 

line more the king and his-ministers were de- 
termined to make use of this religious visionary, 
the more scruples they pretended to raise against 
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feer,mission. An assembly of 1 grave doctors and 
diVines cautiously examined Joan's pretensions, 
and pronounced them undoubted and supernatu- 
ral. She was therefore sent to the parliament, 
then assembled at Poictiers, where she was 
closely interrogated. The president and coun- 
sellors who came thither, fully persuaded of her 
imposture, returned convinced of her inspira- 
tion. A ray of hope now Kegan to break through 
the clouds of despair, which had for some time 
surrounded the court of Charles. Heaven, they 
said, had now declared in favour of France, and 
had laid bare its almighty arm to take vengeance 
on her invaders. Few were able to distinguish 
between the impulse of inclination, and the 
force of conviction ; and still fewer were willing 
to undertake the trouble of making a scrutiny so 
disagreeable to their wishes. 

In the mean time the siege of Orleans was 
pushed by the English with the utmost' vigour, 
and the besieged still continued to make a noble 
resistance ; but the want of provisions increasing 
every day, it became absolutely necessary to 
send the garrison a supply, and Charles deter- 
mined that this service should be Joan's first 
essay in war, and~a proof of the truth or falsity 
of her mission. He accordingly ordered her to 
be dressed in a complete suit of armour, and 
conducted into the Council. She was well ac- 
quainted with the situation of the English camp, 
cmd all the passes leading to the city of Orleans, 
so that she spoke with great perspicuity on the 

'2 c 3 
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measures necessary to be adopted for introduo 
ing the convoy. Having satisfied the council, 
she was carried t6 Blois, the place intended for 
the general rendezvous of the troops designed for 
the convoy. She immediately, on her arrival, 
ordered a white standard, in the centre of which 
was embroidered a picture of the Divine Being, 
surrounded, by fleur-de-lis, to be consecrated, 
and displayed upon the /amparte. 

The English officers meanwhile looked upon • 
Charles's affairs as truly desperate, since he was 
obliged to have recourse to a visionary for relief! 
But the expedient had already, in some measure, 
answered that prince's, intentions : instead of a 
convoy, an army of twelve thousand men assem- 
bled at Bjois, and Joan marched immediately at 
the head of these forces, for the relief of Or- 
leans; Her first, design w T as to enter the city on 
the side of the Beausse, but she was met by a 
messenger from Dunois, who commanded in 
Orleans during the absence of the governor, ad- 
vising the attempt to Jbe made on the Salogne 
side, the English having strongly fortified that 
of the Beausse ; adding, that he had already 
made the necessary dispositions for a sally on the 
English, on the side of the latter. 

in the mean time Florentine dTlliers had been 
• detached by Joan's particular directions, at the 
head of four hundred horse. This gallant officer 
passed the river in boats, and threw himself with ^ 
his detachment into the city. The garrison and 
inhabitants were greatly rejoiced at the disposi- 
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„ tions made for their relief, and expressed the 
highest confidence in the supernatural abilities 
of the intrepid leaden 

As soon as the convoy readied the bank of 
the river below the first intrenchment of the 
English, they found boats ready to receive the 
ammunition and provisions. While these were 
embarking, Joan drew up her troops with such 
a shew of resolution, that the English, did not 
think it prudent to attack her. They even aban- 
doned one of their towers, called St. John le 
.Blanc ; of which she immediately took posses- 
sion, and the convoy got safe into Orleans. 

This success fully answered all the ideas the 
French had conceived of their heroine's mission 
and virtues. The next morning the Count de 
Dunois himself passed over to the tower of St* 
John, where Joan still continued. He was air 
tended by some of the principal inhabitants, and 
all joined to invite her to cross the river, and 
take upon herself the defence of the city. Joan, 
received their offers with as much state and dig- 
nity as if she had been always used to command 
the most powerful armies. She, however, yield- 
ed to their intfeaties, though her first resolution 
was to have attacked the English quarters, .and 
brought on a general engagement. When "she 
entered Orleans, the people gazed at her as a 
• divinitv, and from that moment considered 
themselves invincible. She lodged in the house 
of one Bouchier, the treasurer to the Duke of 
- Orleans, whose wife &nd daughter she kept coa- 
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stantly about her person, to prevent any suspi- 
cion of her chastity. 

The garrison and citizens of Orleans thinking 
they had an army in the person of their female 
commander, suffered the troops who had guard- 
ed the convoy to return to Blois, under the con- 
duct of St. Severe, who ^engaged in two or three 
days to introduce another convoy on the side of 
Beausse, by which they would be free from thfe 
inconveniency of embarking the provisions iti 
boats. As they expected a very strong opposi- 
tion in this quarter> the detachment that guard- 
ed the convoy was strengthened by forces from 
all the neighbouring garrisons belonging to 
Charles. When the French first presented them- 
selves before the English lines, which happened 
early in the morning, Joan, assisted by thfe Count 
de Dnnois, made so vigorous a sally from the 
city, that the English turned their whole force 
to oppose thelris, an d. suffered the cohvoy to pass 
unmolested into Orleans. 

This success astonished the feriglish; they ap- 
peared like men disconcerted . and infatuated; 
the common soldiers began to believe all the sto- 
ries propagated by the French, concerning the 
supernatural power of Joan ; while their officers 
were struck with the masterly manner ill which 
every thing was disposed and executed . on the 
•side of the besieged. The latter had now even 
the boldness to think of investing the works of 
the besiegers. Accordingly, a body of vedun- 
teers, more hardy tbau w»e> agreed to sally out 
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ef the city, the same day the convoy entered, 
and attack the tower of St. Loupe, on the side 
of the Beausse. 

Joan, fatigued with the service of the morn- 
ing, had retired to rest ; but when she awoke she 
received the disagreeable news that the volun- 
teers had been repulsed^and were then making 
a precipitate retreat back into the city. Alarm- 
ed at this defeat, she instantly sallied out to stop 
their shameful flight, while the Count de Dunois 
posted himself at the head of another party, to 
cut off all communication between the fort that 
had been attacked, and Lord Talbot's quarters. 
.Joan no sooner appeared than the fugitives re*- 
covered their strength, their spirits, and their 
courage. The fortune of the day was changed ; 
the English were driven back to their tower, 
which Joan, with her party, entered almost at 
the same time. Scarcely a man of them escape^ 
being put to the sword, aqd the tower was imme- 
diately razed to the foundation, while Lord 
Talbot was obliged to remain an idle spectator. 

This amazing success rouzed Joan's enthusiasr 
tic partizans to the highest point of fury. No- 
thing was now considered as impossible. She 
even urged the generals to attack the main body 
of the English in their intrenchments ; but Du- 
nois, unwilling to hazard the fate of France by 
too great temerity, and sensible that the least re- 
verse of fortune would be sufficient to dispel aU 
the mists of enthusiasm, anul restore every thiag 
to its former condition^ checked her vebeijienp^ 
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and proposed an attempt to expel the enemy 
from their forts on the other side of the river, 
and open a communication with the country, 
before she attempted the more dangerous enter- 
prize, ft Was with some difficulty that Joto 
t?ould be persuaded to agree with this disposi- 
tion ; and the next day Sir William Gladdesddle, 
who commanded an important post of the be- 
siegers, drew all his men into the tower of St. 
Augustine, strengthened che garrison which had 
been left in the tower of Tou relies, and the bul- 
wark erected at the head of the bridge. ' By 
these means the besieged had a free communi- 
cation with the river, and great part of the gar- 
rison immediately passed over in boats to the 
other side, in ofrder to attack the bulwark erected 
upon the Fotterefan. 

Joan, who commanded the attack in person* 
advanced with her cetasecrated standard before 
her at the head of her men. But the English 
beirig supplied with fresh troop? from • the next 
tower, made so brave a defence, that Joan 
soon found herself abandoned by her sol- 
diers, and almost surrounded by the^ enemy. 
Brave as she was, she had no other resource 
than that of a retreat ; but it Was . only to 
Te-animate her troops, whom she instantly ral- 
lied, and led back with so much fury to the 
assault, that the bulwark was carried by Storm, 
and all the English that defended it were put to 
the sword. On this occasion Joanshewed at 
once her prudence and her bravery. The place 
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she h$d just taken was filled with' provisions, 
ajfcd thp baggage of the English officers. She 
was afraid lest her soldiers, by employing them- 
selves in securing the booty, should give the 
enemy an opportunity of retaking the bulwark ; 
she therefore ordered the whole to be set on fire, 
and commanded all her men to tak.e their several 
posts, as if she expected every moment to be 
qUa/cked by the English. She had herself been 
wounded in the foojt, and was therefore obliged 
to return that night to Orleans. 

She, however, continued no longer in the city, 
thou was absolutely necessary. She rose early iiv 
the morning and crossed the river to her troops. 
On her arrival she found that the English had 
not only declined ail attempts to regain, what 
they bad lost, but had also abandoned several 
other considerable posts, and drawn all thei* 
troops on that side of the city within the Ttm- 
ceMes, and the bulwark that defended it. Joan, 
after reconnoitring the works) proposed immedir 
ately to attack both places, but was opposed by 
die joint voice of all the French generals. They 
tsmewhercd at how d/eaj a rate the English had 
purchased these works; tbey represented that 
tfo# English cojjl^ nfrver have carried ~ these for- 
tresses, had not thear attempts beea favored by 
the Ibwoess of the river when they made the at- 
task ; that there were hut two ways of approach- 
ing ft> QOe by tine bridge, the arches of which 
were broken dpwjx; the pther by the river, 
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which was now too high to be forded. Joan, 
however, slighted all these reasons and remon- 
strances with an air of authority, and the sol- 
diers, who thought themselves invincible under 
her standard, calling aloud to be led on by their 
brave deliverer, the council was obliged to sub- 
mit, and it was accordingly agreed to make the 
attack immediately. 

On a nearer and more accurate survey, Joan 
thought the attempt both, difficult and danger- 
ous, though far from being impracticable, and 
ordered the cannon to be placed on that part of 
the bridge which had not been broken down. 
Some of the archers were so desirous of begin- 
ning the attack that they swam across the river, 
and climbed to the top of the ruined arch, in 
order to discharge their arrows with greater ef- 
fect. These precautions being taken, Joan or- 
dered a violent cannonade to be made on both 
sides of the river, under which she attacked the 
bulwark at the head of her troops. The English 
made a noble defence. Joaja was wounded in 
the neck with an arrow at the beginning of the 
action ;. she retreated for a moment behind the 
assailants; pulled out the arrow with her own 
hands, Texclaiming, « It is glory, not blood, that 
flows from the wound T and returned in a few 
moments to the attack. The English still made 
a gallant defence, and the Count de Dunois pro- 
posed to give over the assault. But Joan was 
determined to carry the place ; she flew again 
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to the attack, moulhed tl\e bulwark sword in 
band, and planted her victorious banner on the 
ramparts of the enemy. 

The walla ^>f Tourelle were by this time totally 
ruined by the artillery on thobridge, so that the 
place was immediately stormed, and the greatest 
part of the garrison put to the sword. The 
English had now lost above six thousand men in 
these different actions ; and, what was of still 
greater importance to the enemy, their wonted 
courage and confidence had forsaken them-, and 
been succeeded by astonishment and despair. 

Joan returned triumphant over the bridge, and 
vras again received as the guardian angel of the 
city. She had now convinced the most obdu* 
rate incredulity of her divine mission : persons 
felt themselves animated as by a superior energy, ' 
and thought nothing impossible tp that divine 
hand which so visibly conducted all their under- 
takings. It was in vain even for the English 
generals to oppose- the prevailing opinion of su- 
pernatural influence ^ they themselves were pro- 
bably infected with the/ same superstitious senti- 
ments. The utmost fhdy dared to advance was, 
that Joan was not an instrument of God, but a 
tool of the devil. The English, however, hav- 
ing felt by sad experience that the devil had 
sometimes power to prevail, derived very little 
consolation from this opinion. 

The Earl of Suffolk saw the danger that must 
attend his army if he suffered his intimidated 

vol. i. — no. 9. 2d 
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troops to remain any longer before Orleans, in 
the presence- of such a courageous and victorious 
enemy, and therefore raised the siege, and re- 
treated with all the precaution necessary in so 
critical a conjuncture. In the mean time the 
French wisely determined to push their advanta- 
ge's, without giving the English time to recover 
from their consternation. A body of six thou- 

. sand men were detached to attack Jergeau, whi- 
ther the earl of Suffolk had retired with a great 
part of his army. But the spiritless condition of 
his soldiers rendered all attempts to defend it 
\ain and useless. Joan, who served as a volun- 
teer in this detachment, displayed her usual in- 
trepidity. She descended into the ditch in lead- 
ing tfte attack, and there received a blow with a 
stone upon the head, by which she was. felled to 
the ground. She soon recovered herself, and 
success crowned the enterprize. Suffolk was 
obliged to surrender to a Frenchman, named 
Renaud ; but before he submitted he asked his 
adversary whether he was a gentleman. On re- 
ceiving a satisfactory answer, he demanded whe- 
ther he was a knight. Renaud replied, he had 
not yet obtained that honor. « Then I make 
you one/' replied Suffolk, and immediately gave 
him the blow with his sword, and surrendered 

.himself, his prisoner. John Pole, the earl's bro- 
ther, was also taken prisoner, together with five 
hundred of the garrison. . 

Lord Talbot now r succeeded to the command 
of the army. He retired on raising the siege of 
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Orleans to Meun, which he fortified, took pos- 
session of the town of Laval, and threw a rein- 
forcement into Beaugenci, The French, who 
iaow considered the over-taking of the English 
equivalent to a victory, immediately determined 
to fall down the Loire in boats, and attack those 
places, particularly Meuu and Beaugenci. This 
resolution was no sooner adopted, than every 
loyal Frenchman seemed to be in arms ; even 
the constable of France, who had long continued 
at Par then ay, came to the camp, attended with 
» great train of noblemen, and twelve hundred 
soldiers, in express disobedience to the orders of 
Charles, who had dismissed him from his service. 
The maid of Orleans was for arresting him as a 
traitor; but the other officers soon made her sen- 
sible that the present conjuncture was improper 
for taking any step of that nature ;'they even, en- 
gaged to procure Charles's consent that the con- 
stable should, serve. Orleans was appointed for 
the general rendezvous, and the constable, who 
still retained great authority in the fcrmy, pro- 
mised Joan, that he would merit his master s for- 
giveness by his future conduct. 

Every thing being now ready for the intended 
expedition, the army* fell down the Loire; and 
after taking Meun by assault, invested the 
important town of Beaugenci. The English, 
who had foreseen tnis, were extremely solicitous 
to defend the place, and had therefore strength- 
ened it with, the garrison of Ferr£ Hubert. But 
the siege was no soorter formed, than they aban- 
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cloned tbe town, and prepared to defend the cas- 
tle, together with the bridge. The French sooa 
assaulted both with great fury, and tbe bailiff 
Devereux, who commanded in the castle, hung 
out a flag of truce, and demanded a capitulation. 
The French readily agreed to the offer, having 
learned that the lords Talbot and Scales, with Sir 
John Fastolf, had taken the field, with a view of 
raising the siege of Beaugenci; but finding that 
to be impracticable, they marched to surprize the 
French troops left at Mean. The capitulatioa 
of Beaugenci was therefore no sooner, signed,, 
than the French troops inarched back toward* 
Meun, the bridge of which the English had al- 
ready attempted, but being repulsed, were again 
returning to the assault, when the van of the 
French appeared in sight. Upon this tbe En-. 
glish drew off towards Jenville, where they joined 
a body of five cr d* thousand of their country** 
men, sent by the duke bf Bedford to reinforce 
them. The French, desirous of improving the 
panic of the English, sent out a detachment t<* 
observe their motions, and to harass them in 
their retreat, while the main body of the army 
followed by forced marches, and at last overtook 
them at the village of Patay. 

The French army greatly exceeded that of the 
English in number: but this was a consideration 
of so very little moment that it had never before 
affected the success of the latter. On this occa- 
sion however, their native courage yielded ta 
their fears. The prepossession of the maid's in- 
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fernal alliance now damped their spirits, un-^ 
traced their nerves> and gave wings to their ter- 
ror. Even the brave Sir John Fastolf himself 
was affected with die epidemical panic; ,for 
being placed in the first division, h^ fled as soon 
as attacked ; and the order of the garter was af- 
terwards taken from him for this instance of 
cowardice. The flight of Sir John, left the lords 
Tdlbot, Scales, and Hungerford* together with 
Sir Thomas Ramps ton, to sustain the whole fury 
of the French attack. These indeed made a no- 

- ble defence, because they were above the weak- 
nesses of their countrymen; but all their efforts 
could only suspend for a few miniites, the total 
rout of their army which was soon completed 

. with great slaughter. Nearly two thousand of the 
English were killed upon the spot ; and among 
the prisoners were the lords Talbot, Scales, and 
Hungerford, with all tjie general officers who be- 
haved like Englishmen. The French immediately 
after the battle,, made themselves masters of the 
strong fortress of Jenville, where the English ma- 
gazines both of provisions and ammunition were 
deposited. 

The loss of the battle of Patay struck the En- 
glish with such consternation that they abandoned 
all the strong places and passes they possessed 
near Orleans, and retired towards Paris; and 
Charles took^thd field in person, after ordering a 
general rendezvous of his troops at Giac. 

The rikaid had now performed one part of her 
promise to Charles; the siege of Orleans wa* 
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raised; but the other, which related to his coro- 
nation at Rheims, was not yet accomplished* 
She appealed very uneasy at this, and urgently 
requested, that he would immediately set out 01* 
that enterprize. A few months before, a propo- 
sal of this kind would have appeared the height 
of madness. The 'city .where the ceremony was 
to be performed, lay in a very distant quarter ©f 
the kingdom, and was then in the hands of a 
powerful,, and,, till very lately, a victorious enemy* 
Besides, the roads leading to Rheims were occu- 
pied by the English troops, so that no imagina- 
tion, not filled "with the extravagant notions of 
supernatural assistance, could think of such an 
attempt in the present conjuncture. It was how- 
ever the interest of Charles to maintain the belief, 
*o- happily propagated, of something extraor- 
dinary and divine in those events, and to avail 
himself of the present consternation of the En- 
glish. He Therefore resolved to follow the dic- 
tates of this enthusiast, and to lead his army on 
this romantic adventure. He accordingly set 
cut at the head of twelve thousand of his best 
troops towards Auxerre, in his way to Rheims* 
He proceeded to Troyes, where there was a gar- 
rison of six hundred English and Blirgundiaa 
soldiers. The place was strongly fortified, the 
garrison rf solute, and Charles's army but ill fur- 
bished with provisions, and still w.orse with artil- 
lery. These circumstances had such weight in. 
the council of war, that the greater part were for 
abandoning the enterprise. They represented 
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that the distance to Rheims was yet thirty leagues,, 
through a country in possession of the enemy * r 
that Giac was the only place whence they could 
draw any support, and that it would be plunging 
into inevitable destruction to pursue their march* 
any farther. But the maid with invincible spirit 
maintained the contrary, requesting they would 
leave the whole management to her, adding, that 
- -if sheidid not reduce Troyes in three or four days* 
she would very readily abandon the undertaking. 
This t>eing agreed to, detachments were sent out 
to all the neighboring places to procure provi- 
sions for the army. These necessary precautions 
being taken, Joan flew from corps to corps, to 
animate the troops : and at the same time or- 
dered a large quantity of fascines to-be immedi- 
ately procured for filling up the ditches. The 
soldiers, animated by Iter presence, flew to the 
charge, filled up the ditches, and mounted the 
walls, under the^ischarge of a few field pieces. 
The garrison and inhabitants were amazed at this, 
alacrity; some considered the maid as divinely 
commissioned ; others as aided by infernal spi- 
rits; both equally contributing to increase the 
first panic which had seized them when the 
French first mounted the walls. Reduced tp this 
extremity, the governor demanded a capitulation, 
which was readily granted on his own terms*. 
The inhabitants were pardoned for the defection 
from their lawful' prince* and they willingly re- 
turned to their obedience*. 
This decisive advantage removed every dijfi* 
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•culty that attended the march of the' French ar- 
my. Chalons, the next placfe of importance, 
made no resistance ; and the city of Rheims sent 
a deputation to the king with the keys of the 
town, before the French approached the walls : so 
that Charles scarcely perceived, as he passed 
along, that he was marching through an enemy's 
country. 

Soon after his arrival in this? city, the ceremony 
of his coronation was performed withthe holy 
oil, which a pigeon had brought to king Clovis 
from heaven, on the first establishment of the 
FjfencH monarchy. The maid of Orleans stood 
by the king's- side dressed in complete armour, 
and displaying her sacred banner which had so 
often confounded and dispersed her fiercest ene- 
mies : while the people shouted with unfeigned 
joy on beholding such a complication of wonders. 
As soon as the ceremony was completed, the maid 
threw herself at the king's feet, embraced his 
knees, and with a flood of tears, extorted by ten- 
derness and pleasure, congratulated him on the 
singular and wonderful event, which she had 
foretold. * This ceremony had such a prodigious 
effect on the common people, thpt they joined his 
standard in crouds : while Loon, Soissons, Cha-i 
teau Thjerri, Provins, and several other towns 
and fortresses in that neighbourhood, opened 
their gates, and received him as their king. 

The war was carried on with various success. 
Many places were taken, and several skirmishes 
happened between the detachments of tha two 



ttrmic?. Ahout this time tlte maid of Orleans 
declared to the count de Dunois, that having re- 
lieved Orleans, and seen the coronation of Charles, 
at Rheims, her wishes were satisfied; and she 
was now desirous of returning to her former do- 
mestic tranquillity, and spending the remainder 
of her days with her aged father, in employments 
more suited to her sex and condition. But the 
count sensible of the great advantages that might 
yet be derived from her presence in the army, 
exhorted her still to persevgre, and not abandon 
the ^rause she had undertaken, till the English 
were entirely driven out of the kingdom. 

These expostulations had the desired effect*. 
The maid of Orleans agreed to continue in the 
army; and immediately threw herself into the 
town of Compeigne, then invested by the duke 
of Burgundy, assisted by the earls of Anuidel 
and Suffolk. At her appearance the garrison 
thought themselves invincible, and determined to 
make a desperate sally on the enemy, in order to. 
open a communication with the adjacent coun- 
try. Accordingly Joan put herself at the head of 
five or six hundred men, and. made so furious a 
sally on the quarters of Luxemburg, the Bqrgun* 
dian general, that she drove him from his post ; 
but pursuing her advantage too far, a larg6 party 
of the enemy advanced, and cut off her retreaU 
Reduced to . this extremity, she did every thing 
in her power to favour the escape of her men, 
many of whom retreated to the city. Had the 
officers of the garrison made a brisk sally, this 



sa 



JOAN D ARC, 



imprudent step might perhaps have been recti* 
fied. But the French commanders, finding eve- 
ry advantage they gained over the enemy as- 
cribed wholly to her, remained within the walls, 
and suffered her to* be taken prisoner by Lionel 
de Vendosme, a Burgundian officer. 

This acquisition was considered by the English 
as a decisive advantage* Te Deum was sung 
publicly at Paris* The duke of Bedford was per- 
suaded, that by the captivity of this extraordinary 
person, who had blasted all his hopes, and laid 
his conquests in the dust, he should again re- 
cover his former ascendancy over France. He 
therefore purchased the prisoner from Lionel, in 
order to carry on a prosecution against her. In 
the mean time the duke of Burgundy, being 
obliged to repel an invasion in Brabant, left the 
siege of Compeigne, with the greater part of his. 
forces, and the English not being sufficiently nu- 
merous to invest the place, were forced to rais# 
the siege with considerable loss. 

While Joan continued a prisoner under Lux- 
emburg, she considered herself as in a place of 
safety, and might be either ransomed or ex- 
changed : but she no sooner heard of his having 
treated with the English for the delivery of her 
person, than she gave herself over for. lost, and 
therefore endeavoured to make her escape from 
the tower where she was confined, by jumping 
from the very top to the ground. But the effect 
of the fall was so great, that she was unable to 
walk, and therefore easily retaken. Soon after 
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this attempt she was delivered up to the English 
who sent her to Rouen, where she wjis loaded with 
chains, and confined in the castle. ^ 

The English council thought it absolutely ne- 
cessary that the very idea of her virtue and di- 
vine commission should, as much as possible, be 
erazed from the minds of the people; and that the 
most proper method of doing this was to have 
recourse to some religious prosecution. Accord- 
ingly the bishop of Beauvais, in whose dioces* 
she was taken, presented a petition against Joan, 
desiring she might be tried before an ecclesiasti- 
cal tribunal for sorcery, impiety, idolatry, and 
magic. The university of Paris were also mean 
enough to join in the same request. Joan wai 
accordingly brought in her military habit before 
the ecclesiastical court at Rouen; but though 
the trial lasted two months, and she was ex- 
amined twice every week, they were not able to 
fix upon her any crime that merited either im- 
prisonment or death* 

Historians have stated with great inaccuracy 
the proceedings of this extraordinary trial ; we 
shall therefore give a circumstantial account of 
the result of Joan's various examinations. It is 
extracted from a manuscript in the French na 
tional library and is as follows: — 

" At the age of thirteen," said she, " I heard a 
voice in my father's garden at Domremy, pro- 
ceeding from the right on the side of the church, 
accompanied with a great light. At first I was 
afraid, but presently found that it was the voice 

8 " * ' * ' 
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of Bin angel, who has protected me ever since, 
who has taught me to conduct myself properly, 
and to frequent the church. It was Saint Mi- 
chael. I have also seen Saint Gabriel, but never 
Saint Denys. I have also seen Saint Catherine 
and Saint Margaret, who spoke to me, exhorted 
me to go frequently to confession, and directed 
line in almost all my actions. These two Saints 
appeared to me almost daily, and often more than 
once in the same day* 1 have seen them as 
distinctly as I see my Judges. I Wept when 
they left me, because I wished that my .spirit 
might accompany them. I spoke of these oc- 
currences to no one, except to the Captain de 
Baudricourt, and the king: not because I was 
forbidden to do so; but Ifeared if it were known, 
that ray father, or the Burgundians of the neigh 
"bourhood, would create obstacles to my depar- 
ture. 

" The angels were sometimes accompanied by 
many other angels, for they come often among 
Christians. I have seen them many times 
amongst them, although the others did not see 
them. They have never written me any letters. I 
can easily distinguish whether it is the voice of - 
An Angel or a Saint that speaks to me.- They an* 
generally accompanied by a light, but not -al- 
ways. Their voices are soft and kind. T ne J 
spoke to me in French and not in English, be-* 
cause they are on the side of the former. I have 
never failed to see the two Saints, even during 
my trial. The angels appeared to me with heads 



joan d'arc. 93 - 

in their natural shape*. I see them and have seen 
them with my own eyes. I am convinced of it as 
strongly as I believe that God exists. Both the 
saints were always richly crowned, 

€€ It is God who hath given them the form un- 
der which they shewed themselves to me. I bent 
the knee to them, and made reverences, joining 
toy hands together; but I &ever made offerings 
of flowers or of my hair, or burnt wax-tapers to 
their honor, but in the church and before the* 
images of the Holy Saints who are in Heaven, and 
never before the tree of the fairies. 

" Saint Michael hath appeared to me under 
Ihe form of a true and honest man. He certi- 
fied to me that it was God who sent the twa 
Saints to me, and that they only spoke to me by 
his orders. I am sure that it was Saint Michael 
from the- expressions he used, for it was the lan- 
guage of Angels. I cannot explain myself more 
particularly as to their appearances. They had 
hair, and their faces were perfect. I have often 
embraced the two female saints" by the middle of 
the body; and when they left me, I kissed the 
earth where they passed. I have been asjced how 
I could prevent being deceived, if a demon had 
presented itself to me under the resemblance of* 
St. Michael. I answer, that after the proofs I 
had, I could easily distinguish that Saint from 
any other. He hath never said any thing to me 
but what was good : he hath instructed me right- 
ly, and I believe in his words and deeds as 



t6 ' JOAN d'aKC. 

firmly as I believe that Jesus Christ suffered for 
our redemption. 

" It is true that there is at Domremy, as has 
been said, a beech tree, which they call le beau 
Mai ou farbre desfies, and a spring in the neigh- 
bourhood where sick persons come to drink to be 
cured of a fever; but I do.no t. know whether they 
are relieved by it. Old people in the neighbour- 
hood say, that fairies formerly came to this tree. 
A woman said that she had seen them. For my-, 
self I do riotknow whether: it be true or not, for 
I have never seen them. . They also say at Doin- 
rerpy that a mandrake is, concealed in tlu earth 
Dear to this tree who could discover hidden irea- 
sures, but I know nothing more about it. ^e 
young girls are wont to amuse themselves near 
this tree; I have been there with others, but I have 
neither sung nor danced, but have made nose- 
gays for the holy virgin of tDornremy; How- 
ever, since the age of discretion, anji since I have 
seen tlie angels and the holy saints > I no more, 
amused myself with these cjhildish,. games. I 
have neither had visions nor revelations near this 
tree; but the two saints have appeared to me 
near the fountain, but I do not recollect what 
they said to me at that time. There is in th,e 
neighbourhood a wood, called }he : oal^ wood, 
vhich may be seen from my father's house,; and 
when I went. to find the king, they asked me if 
* that were true, because they told me that the 
prophetesses had foretold that t^ere would come 
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, from near tl*e oak-wood a girl who would perform 
wonders; but I have no othetr knowledge in this 
respect. 

« Saint Michael informed me long ago of the 
calamities which France would experience. He 
told me that I was a good young girl, and that I 
% should go to the king's assistance. The two 
Saints have also told me that I must go into 
France and cause the siege of Orleans to be rai- 
sed, and render great services to the king. I asked 
them how that could be, as I was but a poor girl, 
and could neither ride nor fight. They told me to 
go and find out the captain de Baudricourt, who 
commanded for the king at Vaiicouleurs.> I had 
only quitted once my father's and mother's house, 
excepting as I am going to inform you. My rao- 
• tlier instructed me in religion. She taught me 
the Pater Noster, which I repeat freely, and wjiicfr 
1 never refused to do but once, in order to prevail 
upon the Bishop de Beauvais to 'confess me. She 
also taught me the salutation of the angels and 
the creed, which I repeated to my confessor. I 
was only employed in my father's house in do- 
mestic affairs, and not out of doors, and but. sel- 
dom to take care of; the flocks. 

" I was obliged to go to Totil, on -account of 
a man's having cited me before the magistrates, 
in order to bblige me to marry him ; but I gained 
my trial, on affirming, as the truth was, that I ne- 
ver promised him ; on the contrary, from the first 
•day that 1 had seeil the two Saints, I made a vow 

of virginity both as to body and soul between 
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their hands, although they did not demand it ; 
and they assured me that, if I J*ept my vow, they 
would conduct me into Paradise, fpf which cause 
I do not believe myself to be in deadly sin, because 
if I had that misfortune they would not have come 
and shewn themselves to me. Therefore, if I ob- 
serve my vow, I believe as confidently in my salva- 
tion as if I were now in Heaven. Why do you ask 
ine for what reason I* confess haying this belief V 
I answer that I believe no person can purify his 
conscience too much. In short if I had commit- 
ted a deadly sin, it would be to my cgnfessor that 
I would reveal it. 

" About two years before I went to seek the 
|cing, my father dreamt that I should one day join 
the army; which made him watch me with extreme 
care, and keep me in the greatest subjection du- 
ring nary youth. My father was so much afraid of 
this, that he said he would hurt me sooner than 
permit it, and he desired 'my brothers, to do it, 
if he failed. I have always obeyed my father and 
mother in every thing. I have only* disobeyed 
them in this instance, and they have never forgi- 
ven me since, notwithstanding the grief which 
they felt on my departure with which they were 
extremely affected. 

. " It was one of my uncles who carried me to 
Vaucouleurs to see the Captain ck Baudricourt, 
for 1 was so resolved to obey what was command- 
ed to me on the subject from God, that I would 
have preferred being torn in pieces by horses soon- 
er than not have obeyed ; and although J had had 
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a hundred kings for my father, I should neverthe- 
less have gone, seeing that the voices of the Saint* 
came from God, and as they assured me that the 
king would receive and employ me in his service, 
and because I was also as sure that they spoke to 
me by the order of God himself, as I am of the 
tru^h of the Christian religion, and that God has 
redeemed us from the torments of hell. I was yet 
more resolved to aot in this manner, because the 
two Saints had assured me that the king would . 
recover his kingdom entirely, either by will or 
fofce. 

" On entering the house of the Captain de Bau- 
dricouri, I recognized him immediately from 
ampng those who were with him, although 1 had 
never seen him before; for the two Saints pointed 
bim out to me. Notwithstanding what I told him 
of the revelation which had been made to me,. 
Jie twice refused, at different times, to pay any 
regard to it ; but at length, on the third visit, he 
made me set out, dressed in th£ habit of a man, 
.as the voices of the Saints had commanded me* 
with a' sword which he gave me, and caused me 
to be carried to the King, attended by a knight* 
a squire, and four servants ; saying, as we parted* 
Farewell: go, come on it what may. 

" I add that I have never wished to quit the 
<}re$s of a man, and I have refused many times to» 
do. it, before, as well as since, my confinement ^ 
because I did right in obeying my sovereign mas- 
ter. If I have been confessed, or received th^ 
communion in this dress in many large towm>. H 
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was never in armour at the time. I have always 
had a woman to sleep with me> and when I could 
hot have one, I always lay down entirely cloathed 
and armed. On my arrival before the king, I wa$ 
examined an$ interrogated for three weeks at Chi- 
non and at Poitiers. They wrote down ail-that I 
said. I wish that my judges had it now before 
them. 

** It was revealed-to me that I should cause the 
-siege of Orleans to be raised. I assured the King 
X>f it, whom I recognised at first, Jimong those 
who surrounded him, although I had never seen 
him before, by means of a vision which 1 had at 
that moment, accompanied with a great light. 
They found at St. Catherine de Ficrbois, in the 
place which I had described after a revelation 
whjch the Saints had made to me,a sword concealed- 
in the earth. It was entirely rusty, but this disap- 
peared all at once, withput any superstitious cere- 
mony being employed. This I wore a long time 
and left it at Lagni. 

' H I wished to prevail upon the Duke of Bur- 
gundy to mdke peace with the King ; and I told 
the King that he would one day compel him to do 
Jt, if the, dake would not th£n consent ; but it i* 
true tfeat I said at the same time that no peacfe 
was to be- made with the English, but that they 
must be compelled to return to their own country. 

** From this time I have done nothing, tut un- 
der the guidance of the revelations which wer© 
made to me, and, even now upon my trial, I only 
Speak, after it has been revealed to me, what I ma y 
be permitted to say. You reproach me with 
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having commanded in battle, at the heed of 6000 
men, of princes, of barons, and of nobles, as if I 
were their captain; but if I have been a leader in 
the war, ft was in obedience to the saints and an- 
gels, and for that my reliancois in God, as it is 
for all, that I have done. For the rest, I have 
never practised any sorcery, or enchantment, or 
any thing which hate the least relation to either. 

" If my standard, or the particular banners of 
my troops, represented two angels supporting 
God, who held the world in his bands, with the 
words Jesm Mnria>the voices ofthe saints pointed 
it out to me, and many persons advised me to it. 
Nothing particular was done with respect to these 
colonrs, and the angels were painted upon them 
in the same manner as they are painted in 
churches. ~ If I have often said that these colours 
and banners wete fortunate, it wnsiiot because I 
pretended to attribute to theiti any particular vir* 
tue, but becanse I wisfeed thfct they might be so, 
and to cncotfrage $he soldiers : bat without tfeat* 
the two saints had assured nie of success. If I 
had been wotmded in the neck at the siegie of 
Orleans, the tw*o saints would have previously in* 
formed me of it, and [ should have told htt> thd 
King.; but I was not quite sure of being able to 
raise the siege, because they had told me so. 

u tf I have always borne my own standard 
myself, I rrave never had tiny other object irt 
dorrrgso but to avoid shedding human blood. I 
have never, iri tact, killed one man in battle. If 
I h&ve hung up my arms in tlhe church of Saint 
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Denys, it was that I might thank God for not 
having been killed at the attack of the city of 
Paris, where I was wounded, and without hav- 
ing any other motive, much less that of exposing 
them for public veneration. If many persons 
have kissed my hands. and. my rings, they have 
done it in spite of me. 1 ,did all that was in my 
power to prevent them, and I onlj received witji 
pleasure poor persons who £ame to me, and 
whom I consoled in the best manner that 1 could. 
As to my rings, I never had but two, one given 
i»e by my father, and the other by my, bj other, 
and I have never attributed. any charm or power 
to them. 

" If there were .any who did not approach me 
until they had made the sign of the cross with 
holy Water, 1 have said to them, Approach with- 
out/ear, I shall not fly away*, If one Friar Rich- 
ard has pressed me, to adopt the revelations of a 
woman whom he caused me,tOj g^e, I have nol 
believed in them after having <made the exami- 
nation vvhich 1 judged necessary. If theyliave 
painted portraits of me, I have only seen one, 
which represented me kneeling and presenting a 
Jetter to the king. If they have made linages or 
other representations of me on paper, jn lead> 
or any other metal ;, if they have been worn, sus- 
pended at the neck, if they have called me a 
saint, if they have taken me for the first saint in 
Paradise after the Hoiy Virgin, if they have 
taken me for an angel rather than a woman, if 
they naineU me in chuicU in their prajj ers 4 or if 
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they have raised statues to' my honour, as you 
pretend, I know nothing at all about it. I am 
even ignorant whether those who are on tru* 
king's side believe me sent by God for the pur- 
pose of doing what I have ; \>ut whether they 
believe it or not, it is not the less true, since I 
have only acted by virtue of the revelations 
which have been rtmde to me. 

" You ask me if I think that he, whom 1 call 
my king, hath done right in putting the Duke 
of Burgundy to death. I will tell you upon that 
point that his death hath been a great misfor- 
tune to France y but, whatever might exist be* 
tween those two princes, God hath not the less 
sent me to the assistance of the kino: of France. 
If my letters bear the words Jems f M:iria, with 
a cross between them, it is what the ecclesiastics 
advised me to ; and I will own to you, that when 
I added another cross it was to indicate, for 
some secret reason, that the. contents of the let- 
ter should not be obeyed. 

" If it be alleged, as the truth is, jthat the 
Count d'Armagnac wrote to me, desiring to 
know which of the three pretenders to the papal 
chair he should obey, I made no other answer 
to him than what is contained in the letter pro- 
% duced to me, and which says, that I would in- 
form him on my arrival in Paris to which of the 
three he should give credit, and that by the 
counsel of my rightful and sovereign Lord, the 
King of all the Universe.' I was on the point 
ef mounting my. horse. I had only time to 
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write that I could not answer him then butwould 
do it at -Paris, which made it important, because 
his messenger ran the risk, if he did not imme- 
diately return, of being tlirown into the river. 
Bat [ never wrote to him »on the subject of the 
three popes, other than that I always had been, 
and was now, subject to the Pope who was at 
Rome. 

" If it be alleged that I brought to life an in- 
fant at Lagni, I will tell you how that happened. 
It gave no signs of life for three days after-it was 
born, and had not been baptized : the girls at 
Lagni prayed for it before the image of the Holy 
Virgin. The voices of the two saints said to me 
that, if I went, life would be restored to it. I 
accordingly repaired to th2 church aiid saw the 
infant, black as my tunic, and without any mo- 
tion. I joined the girls'of the village, and pray- 
ed with them. , The'irffant revived— -it appeared 
at first less black, cried three times, was bap* 
tized immediately, and, dying presently after- 
Wards, was buried iri holy gronnd; but I 'have 
no other information on the subject, nor do I 
know whether they attribute its being brought to 
life to me. ' * • 5 

".If I culled upon the people of Paris to sur- 
render- the city, it Was not to me that I callei 
upon them to do so, as you allege, but to the 
king. If I gave oat that' God loved the French, 
but did not love the English, 1 never intended 
to spjak of the salvation of the latter, for I am 
totally ignorant on the subject'; buJt I said that 
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God loved the King, the Duke of Orleans, and 
some others ; that is, I meant that he would 
protect them, and I have said no more than 
what I knew. I said, what I know well, that 
the will of God is that the English should be 
driven out of France, and that God would give 
victory over them to the French, because if the 
English had success at the first, God only per- 
mitted it in order to punish the sins of the 
French. It is certain that a day. hath f not yet 
.elapsed since the two sairits told me that, before 
the expiration of seven years, the English would 
be in a still worse situation than they were at the 
siege of Orleans, and that they would lose more 
than they have yet lost, for they would lose all 
that they have in France. 1 neither know the 
day nor the hour, nor do they know any more 
v than I, but I am afflicted that it is so distant, 
yet, before the next feast of St. Martin,- the 
English will see many things. I know, from the 
two saints, that before that time many of them 
will be prostrate on the ground — I mean either 
wounded or killed."; (It is worth vfhile to ob- 
serve here, that Paris submitted to Charles the 
Vllth in 1436, before six years bad elapsed after 
this prediction, and that the affairs of the Eng- 
lish continued more and more to fall irUp dis- 
order after the death of Joan.) 

" I also apprized M. the Bishop of Beauvais, 
that in undertaking my affair be put himself in 
great danger, and as you wish to know what the 
4a»ger h, I will infpnn you. You say that you 
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are my judges. I do ndt know by what right 
you ore so ; but take care that you judgfc not 
wrong ; for by doing so, you wiH put yourselves 
hi great danger, and I warn you of it to tbe 
end, that if God will punish you for k, I have 
done my duty in cautioning you.- The saints 
never called roe tlie daughter of God hut be- 
fore the raising of the siege of Orleans, and I 
never aabed ©£ them but three things : the first 
was, to go into France ; the second, that God 
might aid the French ; and tbe third, the sak 
vation of my soul. They promised me a fourth, 
which you cannot know for three months yet.* 
(Joan never told what this fourth was.) S( I have 
not been influenced, by .any motive of interest. 
What my brother may have received from the 
liberality of the _king, I did not ask from him* 
As to myself, I had nothing more than tbe state 
which he provided for me, and the money ne«* 
cessary to pay the soldier*. If I was engaged 
in military business on certain holy days, as the 
nativity of the Holy Virgin, it was because the 
service of tbe king required it. I was informed 
by tbe two saints in tbe last Easter week (1430), 
that I should be taken prisoner before tbe Feast 
of §aiwfc John, and not to frighten myself, but 
to-subiriit, and that God would aid me. This 
they repeated to me many time^ I i»treated then* 
to solicit for me death rather than confinement. 
They ordered me to submit myself in^all things, 
anil that it must be as they bad said. From 
that .moment I gave bo more orders*, but obeyed' 
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the officers in all things, and if I had known 
the day op wjiich I should have been taken, I 
would not have joined the sortie from Com- 
peigne, where I was made prisoner. Further, I 
have never propheGied events, nor poured oint- 
ment upon infants to foretel their good or bad 
fortune; and if I have held children at the bap- 
tismal font, I have done nothing more than to 
give to the boys the name of the king, and to 
the girls sometimes the name of Joan, as the 
mothers desired. 

" It is. true that, after remaining for four 
months a prisoner in the tower of Beaurevoir, I 
was in despair at learning that I was about to be 
delivered up to the English, and that they were 
coming to seize upon me. The fear which I had 
of them induced me, notwithstanding I was for- 
bidden by the two saints, and in spite of the 
height of the tower, to leap down from the top 
in order to save myself, by which 1 received a 
severe wound.. I was induced to do it, because 
I preferred death to falling into their hands, but 
I still hope that I shall not perish. I recom- 
mended my soul to God and crossed myself be- 
fore I took the leap. I did not think I should 
kill myself in doing it, but I hoped to escape 
falling into the hands of the English. Whea 
my senses returned, after the fall, I did not, as 
you pretend, blaspheme God and the saints, for 
I have never been in the habit of swearing. 
Saiut Catherine told me that Com peigne would 
be lelieved," (this was actually the case,) t€ and 
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that I ought to put on a good countenance. She 
added that I hail committed a great sin in thus 
precipitating myself from the tower, after she 
had forbidden me; but I confessed for it, and she 
assured me that my sin would be forgiven. I 
know not what to answer to your question, who* 
ther I believe myself capable to commit mortal 
sin, except that i know nothing about it,, and 
tli at I refer myself entirely to God. 
- " There is. not a single day that I do not hear 
the saints speaking to me in my prison, and I 
follow their advice ill every thing, because they 
come to me from God, and I have never said or 
ubne any thing, up to this day, but by their di- 
rection. They revealed to me, on the second 
day of my examination, many things concern* 
ing the king, of which I much wish he were in- 
formed. I deprived myself of drinking in wine 
(the king's health, according to what was said to 
me by the two saints. I do not know whether 
they would, as you suggest to me, charge them- 
selves with informing the king of those things. 
*I am ignorant whether he has any revelations, 
but if he has not, it is no doubt the will of God, 
and I have^ nothing jaiore to do with k. 

" I will refuse always to answer upon any thing 
which regards the king and queen of France. I 
have sworn to speak the truth, only with re- 
spect to what regards this trial, and what relates 
to them forms no part of it, but I am very 
certain tbat the king will recover the whole king- 
dom of France. 
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" You ask me if I believe myself in a state of 
grace in alledging that the just sin seven times a 
day ? I answer, that if I am not, 1 pray God to 
put me in it ; and if I am, that he will keep me 
so : for I would chuse death rather than not be 
in the love of God, but 1 believe that if ,1 were 
not, the two saints would not come to visit me, 
and 1 would desire that many persons should 
hear them when they come to visit me. When 
1 have need of them, I pray to God that he will 
send them, addressing to him a prayer of this 
nature :— ' Most merciful God, in honour of thy 
holy passion, I intreat, if thou lovest me/ that 
thou wilt reveal to me how I should answer these 
men of the church. I know well how I came to 
take the habit I wear, but am ignorant in what , 
manner I should leave it off. In this, please to 
instruct me/ The saints then presently appear 
to me. They have always told me to answer 
you boldly, and that God would aid me. They 
told me also that I should see the king of Eng- 
land, but I prayed that that might be dispensed 
with. 

" Saint Catherine has told me that I should 
be succoured. ' I do not know whether this will 
be by delivering me from prison now, or whe- 
ther it will be done in case I should be condemn- 
ed ; but I presume that it will be one or the 
other. The two saints have assured me, many 
times, that I shall be delivered by a great vic- 
tory ; they have commanded me to take all that 
happens with submission, aud not to disturb 
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myself at my martyrdom, for that I should come 
at last into the kingdom of Paradise ; and this 
they have told me absolutely and plainly. For 
myself, I understand by my martyrdom, the 
pains and adversities which 1 suffer by confine- 
ment. I am ignorant whether I shall suifer 
greater punishments, but I rely on God, and I 
believe as strongly that I shall be saved, as if it 
were already done, provided that I retain my 
vow of virginity; 

"Why cfo you ask me if I have been pro- 
mised that I shpuld escape from prison ? WouicL 
you wish, me to speak against myself? It has 
been told me that I should be delivered, an3 to 
put on a joyful countenance : but I neither know 
the day nor the hour. 

ic To conclude, I have never had any inter- 
course with evil spirits, I am a good Christian. 
I love God with all my heart, obey him in every 
tiring, and hate the devil so sincerely, that al- 
though the saints have led me to-hope for my 
deliverance, yet, were it to be effected by means 
of the devil, I would not leave my prison. To 
this I affirm and. swear." 

Hence it appears that her breast, was still filled 
with her enthusiastic notions. She persisted in 
the story of her heavenly visitations, and was 
even extravagant enough to believe that it was 
unlawful for her to reassume the habit of her 
sex, because she had been commanded by her 
6aints to lay it aside. She was therefore con- 
demned as guilty of all the crimes of which she 
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bad been accused, aggravated by that of heresy ; 
her revelations were declared to be the inventions 
of the devil to deceive the people; and she was 
accordingly sentenced to be delivered over to the 
secular power in order to be punished. 

This sentence pronounced by men invested 
with the ensigns of a sacred character, which 
Joan had been long accustomed to revere, ban- 
ished all those ideal inspirations which had so* 
long supported her spirits, and her visionary 
dreams of celestial intercourse gave way to the 
terrors of that punishment she was sentenced ta 
end ure. She therefore declared herself willing to 
make a public recantation, to acknowledge the 
illusion of those revelations which the church liad 
rejected, and never more to pretend to be in* 
spired by heaven. This recantation changed her 
sentence into- perpetual imprisonment. 

The people were now no longer deceived, they 
saw that all the pretended revelations and inter- 
courses with the spirits of departed saints were no- 
thing more than the extravagant imaginations of 
an enthusiastic brain. But the inveterate malice 
of Joan's enemies was not yet satisfied ; nothing; 
less than her death could atone for her faults : but. 
this could not be accomplished, unless she re- 
lapsed into some, at least, of her former errors* 
There was great reason to suspect, that she stilt 
thought it a crime to lay aside the habit she had 
worn pursuant to her revelations. Her enemies 
therefore artfully conveyed a suit of men's clothes; 
iuto her room > and she was found dressed in* 
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them the next morning. The court therefore 
declared her a relapsed heretic, and delivered her 
over to the secular power, by which she was 
condemned to the flames. Joan, who had fear- 
lessly braved death in the field, could not support 
the thought of meeting it at the stake. This idea 
shook her whole frame, and banished that enthu- 
siam which had hitherto possessed her brain. 
She sent for her confessor; she prepared herself 
for death with a becoming piety, and suffered her 
infamous sentence in" the old market-place at 
Rouen, in the year 1431. ' 

" Blessed be God !" were the last words that 
she uttered; her ashes were scattered to the 
winds, and thus ignominiously perished in the 
thirtieth year of her age, a female to^whom sta- 
tues and altars ought to have been erected. 



FORSTER POWELL. 

MR. F. Powell was born at Horseforth, near 
Leeds, in Yorkshire, 1734. He came to London 
and articled himself to an attorney in the Tem- 
ple, 1?62. After the expiration of his clerkship, 
he remained with his uncle, Mr. Powell of the 
New Inn, and when he died, engaged with a Mr* 
Stokes, and upon Mr. Stokes's decease with a Mr. 
Bingly both of the same place. 

Before his engagement with Stokes, he under- 
took (it is supposed for no wager), in the yeaj 
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1764, to go fifty miles on the Bath road in seven 
hours, which he accomplished in the time, hav- 
ing gone the first ten miles in one hour, al- 
though encumbered with a great coat and leathet' 
breeches. 

It is asserted that he visited several parts of 
Switzerland and France, and gained much praise 
there, though his fame, as a pedestrian, was not 
as yet publicly established ; but, in the year 1773, 
he travelled on foot it being the first time, as it rs 
imagined, for a wager, from London to York and 
back again (a distance* of 402 miles) in five days 
and eighteen hours. — His fame was now esta- 
blished, and without knowing it, being j'emarkably 
modest, he attracted the notice of all.N 

In November 1778, Mr. Powell attempted to 
run two miles in ten minutes for a wager ; he 
started from Lea Bridge, and lost it by only half 
a minute. In 1786 he undertook to walk 100 
miles on the Bath road in 24 hours — 50 miles 
out and 50 miles in — he completed this journey 
three quarters of an hour within the time agreed 
upon. 

In 1787, he undertook to walk from Canterbury 
to London Bridge and back again in 24 hours — 
the distance being 12 miles more than his former 
journey; and he accomplished it to the great 
astonishment of a thousand anxious spectators. 

The following year, 1788, he engaged to go 
his favourite journey from London to York, and 
back again, in six days, which he executed in five 
days and twenty hours. After this be did not 
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undertake any journey tilt the year 1790, when 
he set off to walk from London to York and back 
again ; he was allowed six days to do it, and ac- 
■ complished it in five days and eighteen hours. 

In 1792 he was determined to repeat his jour- 
ney to York and back again, for the last time of 
his life, and convince the world that he could do 
it in a shorter time than ever he had, though now 
at the advanced age of 58 years. Accordingly 
he set out from Shoreditch Church to York min- 
ster and back again in five days, fifteen hours, 
and one quarter. On his return he was saluted 
with the loud huzzas of the astonished and anxious, 
spectators. 

In this same year he walked, for- a bet of 
twenty guineas, six miles in fifty-five minutes, 
and a half on the Clapham road. Shortly after- 
wards "he went down to Brighton, and engaged 
to walk one mile and run another in fifteen mi" 
nutes— he walked the mile in nine minutes and 
twenty seconds, and ran the other mile in five 
minutes and twenty three seconds, by which he 
was seventeen seconds less than the time allowed 
him. " 

Having undertaken a journey to Canterbury,, 
by unfortunately mistaking the road from Black- 
heath to London, which considerably increased 
it, he unavoidably lost the wager — yet, he gained 
more money by this accident, than all the jour- 
neys he accomplished ; for his friends feeling for 
the great disappointment he experienced, made a 
subscription, and collected for him a present. 
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Powell despised wealth, and, notwithstanding 
his many opportunities of acquiring money, forty 
pounds was the largest sum he ever made, which 
was at the time of the before-mentioned subscrip- 
tion. He was content with a little for himself, 
and happy, in being able to win much for others. 

In person he was tall and thin, about five feet 
nine inches high — very strong downwards, well 
calculated for walking, and rather of a sallow com- 
plexion; in disposition he was mild and gentle, 
and possessed many valuable qualifications. In 
diet he was somewhat particular, as he preferred 
light food — he abstained from liquor, but on his 
journeys made use of brandy, and when travel- '" 
ling, the delay helmet with at the inns, for he 
had particular hours for taking refreshment, often 
chagrined him. No wonder indeed, if on this 
account he had frequently lost his wagers. He 
allowed himself but five hours rest> which took 
place from eleven o'clock at night. 

In 1793, he was suddenly taken ill, and died 
April 15th at his apartments in New-Inn, in rather 
indigent circumstances—for notwithstanding his 
wonderful feats and the means he had of attaining 
wealth, poverty was the constant companion of 
his travels through life, even to the hour of his 
death. — The faculty attributed the cause of his 
sudden dissolution to his great exertions in his 
last journey to York— for being determined to 
complete it in less, time than ever, he probably 
exceeded, and consequently forced his strength. 
In the afternoon of the 22d, his remains were 
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brought for interment, according to his own 
dying request, to the burying-ground of St. 
Faith, St. Paul's church-yard. . The funeral was 
characteristically a walking one, from New Inn, 
through Fleet street, and up Ludgate hill. The 
followers were twenty on foot, in black gowns, 
and after them came three mourning coaches. 
The attendants were aH men of respectability* 
The ceremony was conducted with much decency, 
and a very great concourse of people attended. 
He was buried nearly under the only tree in the 
church yard. He was aged fifty nine. 



ROGER CRABB. 

THtS remarkable man was born in Bucking* 
Wnshire, and originally bred up to the business 
of a hatter. His assiduity in his calling, and his 
peculiar manner, contributed to increase his 
trade so rapidly that before he was twenty-six, he 
purchased an estate, and was one of the richest 
tradesmen in all Cheshaiti, where he then kept 
shop. In this manner he lived some years, and 
with the utmost diligence applied himself to read 
and understand the Scriptures, and both day and 
night was seen praying either behind his counter, 
or in any other place in which he happened to be. 
He appears to have had much of the enthusiast 
In his disposition, and his love of seclusion served 
to increase his gloom. 
He now formed the resolution of becoming 
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the leader of a sect, and working the salvation of 
his countrymen, whom he imagined to be all far 
advanced in the road to perdition. Filled with 
this resolution, he sold his. shop, goods, and es- 
tate, and distributed the money among the poor 
in order literally to fulfil the scripture. He was 
of a very philanthropic disposition, for ia his wri- 
tings he observed that man was born not die ty- 
rant, but the friend, of animated life ; and that not 
a shagle sparrow falls without the divine permis- 
sion. He alledged, that we have no right to be 
either fed or cloathed from the spoils of other 
creatures and that the very gnat we tread upon 
feels as strong a pang in the agonies of death as a 
man. 

As he was never married, he reserved scarcely 
any thing to himself, retiring to Ickepham, near 
Uxbridge ; where, with his own hands, he bttilt 
himself a hut, and paid fifty shillings a year for 
a rood of ground. In this manner he lived with 
a severity of thought and frugality beyond the 
conception of modern luxury. Every animal he 
saw in distress he flew to relieve. He frequently 
* gave a halfpenny to release a poor bird from his 
captivity. But what mostly deserves attention 
was his diet; he refused every kind of flesh with 
horror. His food was gathered from the sponta- 
neous produce of the neighbouring fields, and the 
first spring afforded him drink." His dress was as 
mortifying as the rest of bis manners; a sack- 
cloth-frock and a coarse pair of breeches open at 
the knees being all his covering. 
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THE SAVAGE OF AVEYROK. 



THE history of Peter, the wild Boy, has already 
been submitted to our readers. They may not 
perhaps he apprised that there is at present living , 
iff the French metropolis a youth found in a -si- 
milar situation, who must npw be about twenty 
yeans of age and with whgoi we fear that all the 
pains which have been taken to place him by in- 
struction on a level with civilized society, will be 
found as unavailing as they were with Peter. 
Such at least is the conclusion which we seem 
warranted to draw from the silence of the gen- 
tleman to whose care the young savage was com- 
mitted, since his publication of various interest- 
ing particulars relative to his pupil, in the year 
1800. Thje substance of that account shall be 
given in the following pages. 

Towards the end of the year 1798, a child, 
apparently about eleven or twelve years of age, 
. tyho had several times before been seen in the 
woods of Caune in France, seeking acorns and 
TO0ts> on 'which he subsisted, was caught by 
three sportsmen, who seized him at the moment / 
he was climbing a tree to avoid them. They 
carried,hfm to a neighbouring village, where he 
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was placed under the care of an old woman, from 
whom lie, however, found means to escape be- 
fore the end of the week, and fled to the moun- 
tains, where he wandered about during the win- 
ter, which was uncommonly severe, without any 
clothing but a ragged shirt. At night he retired 
to lonely places, but in the day approached 
nearer to the houses and villages. 

He thus passed a roving life, till, at length he 
voluntarily took refuge hi a hoitee in the canton 
of St. Sernin. After being there kept two or 
three days, he was sent to the hospital of St. 
Afriquei whence hfc was removed to Rhodez, in 
which town he remained several months. Du- 
ring his abode in these different places, be al- 
ways seemed to be wild, impatient of restraint, 
and capricious; and constantly intent on escap- 
ing from his confinement. " 

How this unfortunate child was at first reduced 
to the state of total abandonment, in which he 
was discovered, it is imposible to ascertain. 
One circumstance, however, affords room to 
conjecture, that he was destined to be a victim 
of that revolution, which occasioned the shed* 
.ding of such torrents of innocent blood. On 
the fore-part of his neck, was a scar of coaside- 
cable extent, which appeared to have proceeded 
from a wound, made by some sharp instrument. 
Some persons more disposed, than accustomed 
to acts of cruelty, had doubtless attempted the 
life of the child, who being left for dead in the 
woods, owed to the timely assistance of nature, 
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the cure of his wound. Besides this, he had on 
various parts of his body, twenty-three scars, 
some of which appeared to have come from the 
bites of animals, and others from scratches and 
^excoriations ; affording incontestible evidence of 
the long and total abaudonmentof the unfortu- 
nate youth. From the testimony of the country 
people who lived near the woods in which he was 
found, he must have passed in absolute solitude se- 
ven years out of the twelve which was supposed 
to be his age when caught in the woods of Caune. 

When he was first brought into society he lived 
on acorns, potatoes and raw chesnuts, eating 
husks and all. In spite of the utmost vigilance 
-he was frequently near escaping, and at first 
shewed great unwillingness to lie in a bed. His 
eyes were without steadiness and expression, 
wandering from one object to another, without 
ever fixing on any. The organ of hearing was 
equally insensible to the loudest noises and the 
most harmonious music: that of voice was still 
more imperfect, for he could utter only a guttu- 
ral and monotonous sound. He seemed to be 
alike indifferent to the smell of the most delicious 
perfumes, and the most; fetid exhalations,, and 
his sense of feeling was limited to those mecha- 
nical functions occasioned by the dread of objects 
that might be in his way. 

The young savage was by no means destitute 
of intelligence. During an intercourse of six 
weeks with society, he had learned to prepare 
hi« food with a great degree of care and attention 
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During his stay at Rhodez, his occupation war* 
rhelling kidney *beans, and greater discernment 
could not have been shewn by the person* the 
most accustomed to the employment. As soon 
as the pods were brought him he fetched a kettle, 
and arranged his materials in the middle of the 
apartment, in the most commodious manner, 
placing the kettle on his right hand, and the 
beans on his left. The shells he opened one after 
the other with admirable dexterity, putting the 
good grains into the kettle, and throwing aviay 
Hhe bad; and if any grain happened to fall, he 
picked it up and placed it with the rest. He 
formed a separate heap of the empty shells, and 
r.hen his work was finished,he filled the kettlt 
•with water aud placed it on the fire, on which h# 
threw the empty husks to increase the heat. 

A divine, distinguished for his love of science, 
conceiving that this youth might be the means of 
throwing some new light on the moral philosophy 
of man, obtained permission for his removal to 
Paris. He arrived in the metropolis about the 
end of the year J 799, under the care of a respec- 
table old man, who being soon afterwards obli- 
ged to leave him, promised to be a father to him, 
should he at any time be abandoned by society. 
Even before the arrival of the -young savage, 
all Paris was in a ferment, and the most extra- 
ordinary expectations were formed^ concerning 
him. Some .anticipated the pleasure of witness^ 
ing his astonishment at the sight of the raagni-^ 
licence of the capital, while others conceiving 



that his education would be the business of only 
a few months,, imagined they should soon hear 
him make the most striking observations on his 
past life. They flocked from all parts to behold 
the novelty ; they saw a disgusting slovenly boy, 
affected with spasmodic, and frequently with 
convulsive motions, rontinually balancing him- 
self like some of the wild animals in the mena- 
gerie, biting and scratching all who displeased 
him, expressing no affection for any one ; indif- 
ferent to every body, and taking notice of 
nothing. 

Such an object, as it may naturally he supposed, 
could exciteonly a momentary curiosity. The ma- 
nagers of the institution for the deaf and dumb, 
in which he had been placed, consigned him to 
'the particular care of Madame Guerin, who dis- 
charged the arduous task with all the patience of 
a mother, and the intelligence of an enlightened 
instructor. &t the same time, M* ltard. physi- 
cian to the institution, was charged to commence 
-a course of medical treatment with him, that the 
two-fold incapacity tinder which he laboured, 
might be the motfe effectually removed by the 
combination of physical and moral remedies. 

The first object of M. ltard was to attach 
him to social Kfe, by tendering it more plea- 
sing to him than that Which he' before led, with- 
out snrbjectrrig him to a change that was too 
great and sudden. Like some savages in the 
Warmer climates^ he was probably acquainted in 
' "his wHd State with only four circumstances ; to 
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^leep, to eat, to do nothing, and to rdn about m 
the fields. To make him happy, it was therefore 
necessary to put him to bed at the close of day, 
to provide him abundantly with fbpd suited to 
his taste, to indulge his. indolence, and to ac- 
company him in his walks or rather r^cea in the 
open air. These excursions appeared more 
agreeable to him upon any sudden and violent 
change in the atmosphere. He has for ex- 
ample, been observed in his chanqbeiy directing 
his eyes Eowards the .window, >uid fixing them on 
the external objects. If a boisterous wind arose, 
if the sun suddenly burst forth from behind a 
cloud, he expressed his joy by . convulsive peals 
©f laughter, during which all his gestures seemed 
to indicate a wish to leap out of the window into 
the garden. Sometimes he displayed a kind of 
madness, wringing his bands, gnashing his teeth, 
and becoming formidable to fhose about him. 
One morning after a heavy fall <of snow, he leaped 
from his bed as soon as he awoke, uttered a cry 
of joy, ran to the window apd then to the, door 
with the utmost impatience, and at length es- 
- caped undressed into the garden. There he 
manifested signs of the highest pleasure; he ran 
about, rolled in the snow an>d taking it, up in both, 
his hands, he devoured it with excessive avidity. 
In some instances, however, the sight of the 
grand phenomena of nature .appeared to produce 
^so/row and melancholy. When the severity of/ 
the season had driven every other person out at 
the garden, he still delighted to walk thers ; .{£» 
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tcr taking rnany turns he would seat himself be- 
side a bason of water. Here his convulsive 
motions, and the continual balancing of his 
whole body diminished, and gave way to a more 
tranquil attitude ; his face gradually assumed 
the character of sorrow, or melancholy reverie, 
while his eyes were stedfastly fixed on the 
surface of the water, and be threw into it from 
time to time some withered leaves. In a moon- , 
light night, when the. rays of that luminary en- 
tered his roofri, he seldom failed ta awake and 
to place himself at the window. Here he w/rald 
remain for <a considerable, tiipe motionless, with 
his neck extended, and his ey$s fixed on the 
moon-light landscape, a.nd wrapped in a kind of 
contemplative extacy, the silence of which was 
interrupted only by profound inspirations accrnh- 
paniecj with a slight plaintive noise. To oppose 
tlipe .habits, would have been equally, useless and 
inhuman :; cm the contrary *M.. It;ard wished to 
associate them with bis new mode of life, in or- 
der to make { it <tbe more agreeable. . Jfe ,liow- 
ever endeavoured, and by degrees su^fceeded in 
his attempts to render his exewsiotis: igs^/ffet- 
quent,; . his .meajs less copious, ai*d repeated; at 
Jonger. interval^ the tinje he passed in bed much 
shorter,, and his e^ercige. mwe subservient . tp bis 
instruction. r . , / ' , * 

The second object of M; Itard was, by raf an^ 
of powerful stimulant and sometimes by lively 
affections of tlje rnyid to awaken the neryoup s^v- 
^ibilUy^^hich he seamed at } first ito pp9j£sMH ? 
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•very slight degree. He has frequently been seen, 
while amusing himself in the winter, in the gar- 
den of the deaf and dumb, to squat down half 
naked on the wet turf, and remain exposed for 
hours together to the wind and rain. He was 
equally insensible to the most violent beat; for 
it frequently happened, that, when he was near 
the fire, and live coals fell out of the grate, he 
snatched them up and threw them back with the 
utmost indifference ; he has evten been observed 
to take potatoes taut of boiling water with his 
hand. Sntiff did not produce in him any dispo- 
sition to sneefce, fttfd notwithstanding the severe 
JfreaJures whidb ft w^is at first found necessary to 
adopt, he was never kno#n to shed a tear. 

Of all his senses, his ear appeared to be the 
tfe'ost insensible. The loudest noises, as the ex- 
plosion of ftte'tfrtos clcse to hfs head produced 
scarcely atay em#ti6n, and yet the cracking of a 
^vaJmft, of whkih he wtis remark&bry fond, never 
failld to atttoct his attention. The'same effect 
•was invariably produced; 'ifa^rsdn touched the 
ikeyof *be«doOr which held hita captive, when 
-he would ititftflfltly *u*to rO&ld a*d tun towards 
ifhe plaee ftcMk tobifefo the tioifce proceeded* 

Hfetft **k ¥he trtetfcrtfc Vy *hieh flf . Itafd *n- 
«teattourai to detyrfepe the^erftiarit sensibility of 
the young savage. He did not think it<sufficient 
*o provide hirfi with comfortable cloathing, a 
trartn bed and lodging, but directed brm to be 
Tput ibto the hot batfh fofr two or thtee hours 
<ev«*ry 4lW. The eflfeet answered • -his expecta- 
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lion, .In a short time the young savage ap- 
peared evidently sensible to the action of cojd; 
he ascertained with his hand the temperature 
of the bath, and would not go into it if it was not 
sufficiently warm. From the same cause he soon 
learned to appreciate the utility of clothes, to 
the restraint of* which he could before scarcely 
be induced to submit Whefl he perceived their 
advantage, it was easy to oblige him to dress 
himself. This end was in a few days obtained, 
by leaving him exposed every morning within 
the reach of his cloth.es, till he found out of him- 
self how to put them on. 

The only mental affections of which he was at 
this time susceptible, were joy and anger, and 
these M. Itard occasionally excited. The latter* 
he provoked only at distant intervals ; and he 
sometimes remarked that at the moment of hU 
iftost violent indignation, his understanding 
seemed to acquire a temporary, enlargement. 
Once while the physician and his governess were 
endeavouring to persuade him to make use of 
the bath, when it was only moderately warm> 
their urgent in treaties, at length, threw him into 
a violent passion. Perceiving that his governess 
was not convinced of the coldness of the water, 
notwithstanding the repeated trials he had marie 
with his fingers, he suddenly turned roun/d, 
seized her hand, and plunged it with his own in- 
to the bath. v 
If his anger w r as sometimes purposely excited, 
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no opportunity was omitted to afford him plea- 
sure, and nothing was more easy than to produce 
this effect. The sun's rays received on a mirror 
and reflected in his chamber, a glass of water 
made to fall drop by drop from a certain height, 
on the ends of his fingers, while bathing, or a 
little milk, in a wooden porringer, placed at the 
farther end of his bath, and oloved about by the 
oscillations of the water, excited the strongest 
emotion of joy, which he-expressed by shouting 
•and clapping his hands. These simple expedients 
were sufficient to delight this child of nature at 
most to intoxication. "*'■'• 

The result of this treatment was, in the short 
'space of three months, a general excitement of 
all his sensitive powers. The touch by that time 
appeared sensible to the ipipression of all bodies 
whether warm or 'cold, smooth orr&igh, soft or 
'hard. The sense of flnell was improved in a si- 
milar manner, and the leant irritation now excited 
sneezing. From the horror with whieli he was 
seised, the. first time this happened, it was pre- 
sumed to be a thhig altogether new to him. The 
sense of taste was improved in a still greater de- 
gree. The articles of food, on which he sub- 
sisted for some timeafter his arrival at Paris, were 
excessively disgusting; he dragged them about 
his room, and ate thein out of his hands be- 
smeared with filth. So great was the change 
which had taken place in this«respect, that he 
now threw away the contents of his plate, if any 
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particle of dust or dii;Vhad fallen upon it, and af- 
ter he had broken his walnuts with his foot, he 
picked them in the most careful manner. 
. The developement of the understanding of this 
youth by giving him new wants and multiplying 
bis relations with surrounding objects, was a bu- 
siness of much greater difficulty. Toys of every 
kind were given him, and the greatest pains were 
taken to teach him the use of them, but instead 
qf engaging his attention, they only tended to ex- 
cite fretfulness and impatience, so that whenever 
a favourable oppprtunity offered, he always en- 
deavoured to conceal or to destroy them. 

M. Itard however, inventeiLsorne means of at- 
taching him to certain amusements connected 
with his appetite for food. One of these was to 
place topsy-turvy several goblets or cups, under 
one of which he put a chesnut, and to lift them 
up one after the other, excepting that which in- 
closed the fruit. He then replaced them, and by 
signs desired the youth to look for the chesnut, 
and he never failed to pitch at once on the goblet 
beneath which therecoropence of his attention 
was concealed. This simple effort of memory 
his instructor gradually rendered more compli- 
cated, and his experiments were attended with 
results equally satisfactory. His discernment in 
these cases was, however, merely excited by the 
instinct of appetite. To render his attention less 
interested and less animal, he afterwards put un- 
der the goblets things which were not eatable. 
He found them with, the same facility as the 
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cbesnuts, and these trials excited the exercise of 
his judgment, and produced a habit of fixed 
attention. 

Convinced of the powerful influence of the 
sports of infancy, and the various little pleasures 
of the palate, on the first developements of the 
mind, M. J tard neglected no method of awaken- 
" ing those inclinations. He offered him such 
dainties as are most coveted by children, hop- 
ing to derive from them new 'means of reward, 
encouragement aud instruction. But the aver- 
sion he expressed for sweet-meats and delicate* 
of every kind, was insurmountable. He then 
tried liquors and highly-stimulating food, but 
with no better success; so that despairing .of being 
able to inspire his pupil with any new taste, he 
was obliged to make the most of t\fe small num- 
ber of those, to which his appetite was confined, 
by endeavouring as much as possible, to increase 
the pleasure he received from their indulgence.* 
,With this view he frequently took Jlim to dine 
with him, having* previously directed a complete 
collection of his fa voarite dishes to be provided. 
The first lime he was at a feast of this kind, his 
joy rose almost to frenzy, and on leaving the 
house, he even carried away with him a plate of 
lentile* which he had stolen from the kitchen. 
/ By repeating this pleasure, it was soon con- 
verted into a want, the gratification of which pro- 
duced uncommon satisfaction and delight. 

When M. Itard took the youth out with him, 
he found it impossible to keep him in proper or- 
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der in the streets; he was either obliged to goon 
the full trot with hira, or to employ the utmost 
violence to make him walk at a moderate pace. 
He was therefore under the necessity of taking a 
coach when he went out, and this was another 
new pleasure which attached the young savage" 
still more to his frequent excursions, so that in a 
short time they became real wa?ts, and if he was 
depriyed of the gratification rather longer than 
usual, he became fretful, restless, and low-spirited. 

If his excursions in town afforded him delight, 
he received ten-fold pleasure from country visits. 
It was a spectacle equally curious and interesting, 
to observe the joy that was expressed in his eyes 
and in every attitude, at the view of the kills and 
woods. He appeared more restless and savage 
than ever; and in spite of the most assiduous at- 
tention that was paid to his wishes, and the most 
affectionate regard expressed for him, he seemed 
to be ever intent only on the means of effecting 
his escape. For this reason M. Itard judged it 
* prudent not to expose him to such trials, but to 
confine his walks to the gardens in the vicinity 
of Paris whose formal regularity bears no re- 
semblance to the scenes of wild, uncultivated na- 
ture. Madame Guerin took him sometimes to 
the Luxembourg, and almost every day to the 
garden of the Observatory, where M. Lerneri,* 
- the inspector, allowed him to take a daily repast 
of milk. 

His new liabits and. the tenderness with which 
he was treated at length began to inspire the 

v*L. i.— no. 10. £ h 
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vouth with a fondness for his new situation. He 
likewise conceived a strong attachment for his 
governess, which he would sometimes testify in 
the most affectionate manner. He could never 
leave her without evident uneasiness, nor meet 
her again without expressing his satisfaction. 
Once after he had slipped from her in the streets, 
on again seeing her, he burst into tears. For se- 
veral hours he appeared much dejected, and Ma- 
dame Guerin, having then gently reproached him> 
his eyes again overflowed. 

The endeavours of M. Itard to lead his pupil 
to the use of speech, were not attended with 
much success. During the first four or five 
months of his residence at Paris, the young sa- 
vage appeared sensible only to those particular 
sounds! which have already, been alluded to. He 
soon afterwards seemed to understand the human v 
voice, and if two persons ware conversing in a high 
tone in the passage that led to his chamber, he 
would go repeatedly to the door to see whether it 
was properly secured, and even take the precau- 
tion to put his finger on the latch to be still farther 
satisfied. He likewise distinguished the guttural 
sound continually uttered by the deaf and dumb, 
and seemed able to ascertain the place whence if 
came ; for if he heard it while going down stairs, 
he never failed to turn back, or to descend more 
hastily* according as the noise came from below 
or above* 

A Still more-interesting remark was soon after- 
wsttds tnfede by his instructor. One day, while 

1 
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ke was in the kitchen boiling potatoes, two per- 
sons were standing behind him, disputing with 
great warmth, but he appeared to pay no atten- 
tion to them. A third came in, and joining in 
the conversation, began all his replies with the 
exclamation 0/ Aspften as it escaped him, the 
savage suddenly turned his head ; which induced 
M. Ilard afterwards, to make some farther ex- 
periments with that particular sound, from which 
he obtained similar results. He likewise tried 
all the other vowels, byt without success; find in 
Consequence of this preference for o, he gave the 
youth a name,. in which, according to the French 
pronunciation, that letter is very strongly ex- 
pressed. This name was Victor, which he stilt 
retains. 

At the time when M, Itard gave these parti- 
culars to the world, Victor had made no great 
progress in speaking ; the only words be had 
learned to utter being I^tit, (milk) and the ex- 
clamation, O Dieu! (O God!) which he- has 
learned of Madame Gnerin. Among the other 
impediments, that, contribute to retard his im- 
provement in articulate utterance, is the facility 
he shews in expressing in other ways, the small 
number of his wants* When for instance the 
hour for walking arrives, he runs repeatedly to 
and fro between the window and the door of his 
room, and if he perceives that his governess is 
not ready, he fetches and lays in order all the. 
articles of her dress necessary for the purpose, 
and even begins to- put them oa for her. He 

« H 2 
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then goes down stairs before her and opens the 
doon The first thing he does on his arrival at 
the ObservatoTy^ is to. ask for some milk, by pre- 
senting a wooden bowl, which on going away he 
never forgets to take with him. x He provided 
himself with this bowl the day he had broken a 
china cup, which used to be employed for the 
same purpose. . If he wants his dinner he lays 
the cloth himself, and puts the plates into the 
hands of Madame Guerin, that she may go and 
lillthem. When he dines in town with his in-, 
structor, he expresses all his wishes to the lady 
who does the honors of the table. If she appears 
not to understand him, he puts his plate by the 
side of the dish from which he wishes to be 
helped, fixing his eyes stedfastly upon it. If this 
fails to produce the desired effect, he Strikes with 
a fork twice or three times on the edge of the dish* 
and if she still neglects him, he loses all patience ; 
plunges a spoon or even his hand into the dish, 
and in an instant empties the whole into his own 
plate. 

His manner of expressing the affections of the 
mind, particularly impatience and ennui, is 
equally strong. When fatigued with the length 
of the visits of inquisitive strangers, he dismisses 
them with more frankness than politeness, pre- 
senting to each, but without an air of contempt, 
their cane, gloves, and hat, then pushing them 
gently towards the door, which he shuts after 
them with great violence. This kind of language 
Victor understands, when employed by others* 
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with the same facHky as he trses it Himsdf; and 
his readiness in this respect is truly astonishing, 
for it requires no previous instruction to make 
hift* comprehend the meaning of signs which hie 
has riever seen before. 

We shall not enter into a minute detail of the 
means, 'employed to exercise Victor's intellectual 
facilities/ with regard id the objects of his appe- 
tites; thdse consisted' only in placing between: 
bim and his wants, such obstacles as* he could 
not surmount, without perpetually exercising his 
attention, memory, judgment, and all the func-' 
tions of his senses. Thus all the faculties subser- 
vient to« his instruction were developed, and no- 
thing more was necessary, than to find out the 
easiest method of turning them to account. 

little progress had been made with regard to> 
the sense of hearing, so that in this respect Vic- 
tor was onlv on a level with one of the deaf and 
dumb, and this consideration induced M. Itard 
to try the method adopted in that institution. He 
drew upon a black board the figures of various 
objects, a& a key, scissars, a hammer, &c, and 
suspending beneath each of them the object re- 
presented, he left them for some time. .They 
were then taken away and given to Victor. After 
a few unsuccessful experiments, Victor learning; 
to replace them in proper order, not by memory 
but by a comparison between the figure and the 
object gained, M. Itard proceeded to the second* 
degree of ^comparison, which is far more difficult 

than the^ former*. The instructors .o£ the deaf; 
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4nd dumb, having taught the relation which th$- 
thing bears to the figure, place above the latter 
the letters which form the name of the object re- 
presented by it. They then erase the figure, and 
leave only the alphabetical sign£ Thi9 change, 
the object of which soon becomes familiar to the 
deaf and the dumb, proved, however, an insur- 
mountable obstacle to the farther progress of 
young Victor, who*, notwithstanding all the pains 
bestowed by his instructor, could never learu the 
connection between the thing and the word, so 
that it was absolutely necessary to seek some me- 
thod more suited to his faculties. 

It was with this view, that M. Itard formed his 
new plan of proceeding. He pasted on board 
three pieces of paper of* very different forms and 
colours, and fastened three pieces of pasteboard 
of the same colour and-figure, on the board by 
the side of their respective models. These Vic- 
tor learned to replace wkhout any difficulty by 
comparison, as* was found by inverting the board, 
and consequently reversing the order of the 
figures. A second board was then substituted, on. 
which the same figures were represented, but tall 
of a uniform color; and afterwards a third or> 
which the figures were alike, but the colors diffe- 
rent and those experiments were attended with; 
the most -satisfactory results. Additions and va-* 
nations were now made ; new figures were added, . 
the forms of which were much less distinct,, and 
new colors which had but a slight shade of diffe- 
rence. These alterations occasioned some errors* 






THE SAVAGE OF AVEYROS. 1& 

and perplexities, but a few days practice sooa * 
rendered them familiar. 

This success induced M- hard to try new 
changes, gradually increasing in difficulty. He 
daily added, retrenched and altered, till at length 
the complication of these exercises quite, exhaust 
ted his pupil's attention and docility. Those 
emotions of rage and impatience which burst 
forth with such violence during the first weeks ' v 
of his residence at Paris, whenever lie was unex- 
pectedly confined to his chamber, now again 
overpowered him. His instructor conceived that 
he ought no longer to appease these emotions by 
complaisance, but that it was his duty to endea- 
vour to overcome them by decision* His, perse-* 
verance, however, lasted only a few day*, being 
completely overcome by the unconquerable jn*^ 
dependence of Victor's spirit. JHis paroxysms of 
rage became more frequent and more violent, but 
his passion was directed less against persons than 
things: when in this humour he would gnaw not 
only his bed-clothes, but even the mantle-piece; 
throw the fire-irons, the cinders and the hot coals, 
about the room, and conclude the scene by falling* 
into convulsions, with symptoms resembling those* 
of epilepsy. M. Itard was now obliged to yield,, 
and this conduct had no other effect than to* in-, 
crease the evil. Finding that he had no reason 
to expect advantage from gentleness, he resolved 
to adopt a different mode of treatment, and to, 
try what terror would effect. An opportunity 
«>ori presented itself. During a most violent fit 
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cff passion, caused by the repetition of the dstial 
exercises, he took advantage of the moment, be- 
fore the function? of Victor's senses Were sus- 
pended, and suddenly opening the window of 
the chamber, which was on the fourth story, and 
looked down on a rough pavement, he approached 
the youth with every appearance of anger, forc- 
ibly seized and hfcld him out of the wiridow, with 
his face turned towards the ground/ When he- 
withdrew him after a few seconds, from this si- 
tuation, Victor appeared pale atid covered with a 
cold sw*eat; his eyes were moistened with tears> 
and he was agitated with a slight tremblings 
which must doubtless be attributed to ffear. M„ 
Itard then insisted on his resuming the employ- 
ment he had left, and which he completed,with- 
, eat venturing tobetray ahy impatience. H£ thei* 
threw himself on his b^d and burst into, a flood 
of tears. 

This act of severity was attewded with the 
most salutary effects* His disgust of labor> was. 
greatly diftsiriished, and thk favourable change 
encouraged his preceptor to make some new al* 
terations, that appeared still better calculated to &x 
his attention and to improve his judgment. He 
primed the letters of the alphabet in large cha- 
racters on pieces of pasteboard, and then placed 
them in the same nufober of squares, cut in- a 
board . An . alphabet of m£tal cbaradters was 
then procured, which the pupil was to compare- 
^tfth: the printed letters, and to class td "the (corres- 
ponding squared. 3?he first trial of the efBcwy 
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©f this method, proved that Victor distinguished 
all the characters and classed them in a proper 
manner. He was again put to the trial, and 
performed his task without committing the least 
error. 

Curiosity now suggested to M.Itard the follow- 
ing experiment. One morning, while Victor was 
impatiently waiting for iiis milk, his instructor 
arranged on a board the letters of the word Lait 
(milk). Madame Guerin, whom he Jaad ac- 
quainted with his design, approached, looked at 
the characters, and gave him a bowl of milk, as if 
for himself. He then advanced to Victor, gave 
him the four letters he had taken fi*9m the board, 
pointing to it with one hand, while with the 
other he presented him with the bowl of milk. 
Five or six attempts, not only taught him how to 
arrange the letters methodically, but likewise gave 
him an idea of the connection that existed be«* 
tweeil the word. and the thing. This was proved ' 
a few days afterwards, when, just before his even- 
ing excursion to the observatory, he provided, 
himself of his own accord with the four letters, 
put them in his pocket, and immediately on his 
arrival he produced the letters on a table in such 
a manner as to form the word lait. . 

From the preceding observations, it appears 
that the Savage of Aveyron r k endowed with the 
perfect exercise of his senses ; and that he is 
able to apply all the faculties of his under- 
standing to the objects which are connected 
with his instruction. This change was produced 
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by the efforts of nine months ; what farther pro*, 
gress he has made, we are yet to learn. 



THOMAS GUY. 

THIS gentleman, who afforded such an extra- 
ordinary instance of parsimony and generosity 
combined in one and the same individual, was the 
son of a lighterman and coal-dealer, in Horsley- 
down, Southwark. He was bred a bookseller, 
and began trade in the city of London, with no 
more than two hundred pounds. By his indus- 
try and uncommon frugality, but more particu- 
larly by purchasing seamen's tickets, during 
Queen Anne's wars, and by speculations in the 
South Sea Stock iu the memorable year 1720, he 
amassed an immense fortune. 

k 

In proof of his penurious disposition it is re- 
corded of him that he invariably dined alone, and 
a soiled proof-sheet, or an old newspaper, was 
hi& constant substitute for a taWe cloth. One 
winter evening as he was sitting in his room, 
meditating over a handful of half-lighted embers, 
confined within the narrow precincts of a brick 
stove, and without any candle, a person, who 
came to enquire for him, was introduced, and af-t 
ter the first compliments were passed, and the 
guest requested to take a seat, Mr. Guy lighted 
d farthing ctodle which lay on the table by him, 
atod desired to know the purport of the gentle* 
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man's visit. The visitor was the famous Vulture 
Hopkins, characterised by Pope, in his satires. 
<c I have been told/' said Hopkins, that you, sir, 
are better versed in the prudent and necessary art 
of saving, than any man now living, and I there- 
fore wait upon you for a lesson of frugality ; an art 
in which I used to think I excelled, but I am 
told by all who know you, that you are greatly my 
superior ." u And is that all you are come about ?" 
said Guy, " why then we can talk this matter over 
in the dark :" So saying, he with great delibera- 
tion extinguished his new-lighted farthing can- 
dle. Struck with this instance of economy, Hop- 
kins acknowledged himself convinced of Guy's 
superior thrift, and took his leave. 

This failing, however, if in him it could be 
-called by that appellation, seemed to have for its 
object the indulgence of a systematic benevo- 
lence. 

Mr. Guy was the founder of that excellent in- 
stitution in the borough of Southwark, called af-tf 
ter his name, Guy's hospital. The expence of 
erecting and furnishing it, which he defrayed 
during his life-time amounted to 18,7931. 16s. ; 
and the sum he left at his death to endow it was 
21 9,4991. making a total of 2!J8,292l. 10s. a much 
larger sum thab. was ever left in this kingdom by 
any individual for charitable purposes. 

Nor were the benefactions of Mr, Guy confined 
to this single institution. In 1701 he built and 
furnished *U his own expence, three wards on the 
north side of the outer court of St. Thomas's hos- 
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pital, in Southwark, and gave to them one hun- 
dred pounds per annum for eleven years, pre- 
cedipg the foundation of his hospital. He like- 
wise founded a fine hospital at Tamworth in the- 
county of Stafford, 

To many of his relations he gave while living a 
settled allowance often or twenty pounds a year, 
and to others money to advance them in the 
world. At his death he left to his poor aged re- 
lations, the sum of 8701. a year, during their 
}ives, and to his younger relations and executors 
he bequeathed 75,58yl. He left the governors 
of Christ's Hospital, a perpetual annuity of four 
hundred pounds, for taking in four children an- 
nually at the nomination of the governors, and 
bequeathed 10001. for discharging four prisoners 
iu the city of London,, and irt the couuties of 
Middlesex and Surry. 

Mr. Guy> whose application of his wealth, will 
embalm his memory tvith blessings to the remotest 
posterity, died in 1734, at the advanced age of 
^Jghty one years. 



1 , •-w-t«* _ 



END OP VOL. I. 

—-= —*—-— —-=—-— —K=5S=3PB 



I 



T . « 



/ ? 



.♦. * 



r- : : / 



>/' Printed by James Cundee, 



Loudon. 



- »- -• •--: i \ 



_-J 






!' 



INDEX. 



■ l ■ i « m ' - 



VOL. I. 



VEyROWi Savage of, caught in the woods of Normandy, X* 
Jk; conjectures on the causes of his state of abandonment 2 ; hit 
habit* mid imperfection of his physical organs when tirst brought 
Jnfo society 3 ; he is removed to £>aris 4 ; is placed under the 
ca,re of a female^ attendant and physician 5; his natural pro- 
pensities 6 J means employed to excite, his nervous sensibility 
7; State of his mental affections and methods used to excilg 
them 9 ; success of this treatment 10; difficulty o£ finding expe- 
dients to develop fiis understanding 11; ill success of the at- 
tempts to lead him to the use of speech 1 1 ; Ins expertnes<i<at 
. other modes of expression 15; methods adopted to exercise his 
'intellectual faculties 17; his rage and iu.pMJeule under- in* 
itruction 19 ; he learn* to form words with tuc letters o{ the 
alphabet U> 

Beards, historical anecdotes oft XII. \. 

JJ6be\ See Ferry. 

Berkeley, bishop of Cloyne^ his singular experiment on an Irish 
youth, 11. 33, 

bishop,' Sarah, an American recluse, remarkable anecdote* of, 
III, 31. 

Jftssetj S- his extraordinary still in the instruction of animals, IK* 
27} his Cat's Opera tftf; he visits Ireland 29; ui« Wonderful* 
pig SO | his death 3). 

Rornwlaski, Joseph, his birth, IX. 1 ; his diminutive stature £ j it 
taken under the protection 'of a Polish lady 3; causes of his 
quitting her 4 ; his travels with the Countess Humieska -*> i his 
recontre with I3£b6 \Q; he. visits France and Holland 14; hit 
intrigue with an actress 15; is discharged from the service of 
the Countess Humieska on account of an amour IB ; his mart 
riage 19; travels for the purpose of exhibiting himself 2Q§ ar« 
rives iu London <i% ; anecdotes of his residence in England iA3j 
goes to Ireland ?4; visits hU native country and returns, ti. 
Sngland %$» 

Jpruwlaski, AtMstasift 4 particular! concerning her, .11. IT ; fce* 
death 18. 



1 



JNT>E*. 

* 

BouteviHe, Count de, anecdote of, III. 5. 

Bright, Mr. Edward, particulars of, f. 27 ; his extraordinary balk 

28; his habits and diet 29; his List illness and death 30; cir* 

cumstances attending his ftu'ieral 'ol f 
Brydone, Mr. his description of the house of the prince of Pala* 

gonia, IV. 31. 
Burgess, Mr. his account of Peter the Wild Boy, V. 7. 
Butterfteid, Isaac, a gigantic child, particulars of, I. 34. 
Byrne, a gigantic Irishman, II. 27. 

Carracciola, Antony, anecdote of, lit. 5. 

Cotter, Patrick, particulars of his life, II. 26^his birth and paren- 
tage 28; his adventures at Bristol ibid ; his extraordinary di- 
mensions 29; anecdote* of bin- 39, 31 ; his death 33. 

Crabb, Roger, pursuits ot his early years and religious enthusiasm, 
IX 16; distributes all his property among the poor, and turns 
Permit 4? ; his economy 48 ; publishes an account of his life, 

. ibid. 

Cruden, Alexander, life of, VII. 12; his juvenile years, ibid; 

• singular anecdotes of an early attachment 13 ; he opens a book- 
seller's shop, mid com me nee 5 his Concordance of the Bible 14 ; 
his intellectual derangement and confinement 15; insitutes 
legal proceedings against. those who had been instrumental in 
coufmmg him, ibid; bis eccentricities 16; becomes a candi- 
date to/eprffciMt the city of London in parliament 18; curious 
advertise i »»ent issued by hirn on the occasion 19; his benevo- 
lent exertions in favor of a sailor capitally/condemned for for- 
gery 21 ; his dislike of Wilkes 23; he visits his native city 
Aberdeen 24- his sudden death and k character 25. 

Dancer, Daniel, his birth and juvenile years, IV. 1 * his behavior 
to his sister during her last illness 3; anecdotes of his avarici- 
ous disposition 4: his altercation respecting the price of a 
shirt b; his affection for his dog 1 ; is robbed 6 ; his last ilbiest 
and death 10 ; ingular method of concealing his money, ibid; 
his praiseworthy qualities 11. 

Dessein, M. anecdotes of. VI 32. 

Puprat, William, anecdotes of, III. 4; singular occasion of hit 
death 6. _ 

East, Mary, reasons that led her to assume the male, character, 
**IV. 16; keeps a public house as the husband of auother fe- 
male 17 ; circumstances that occasioned the disclosure of her 
sex 18 ; her death 22. 
Everitt, Thomas Hilis, account of, I. 31 ; his extraordinary size 
during infancy 32. 

Ferry, Nicholas, his diminutive size II. 8; limited stale of his in- 
tellectual faculties 9 ; hi* jealousy, ibid; his scuffle with Bo- 
ruwlaski 11 ; his decline and death 12, 1.1. 

Foote, Mr. his Trip to Calais VI. 22 ; he demands a large sum 
«f the duchess of Kingston for. suppressing that piece 23; 

3 



INDEX. 

> 

transactions relative te that subject 24—29 ; deltaided of §f 
.hundred pounds by the notorious Price, VIII* 3. 

Giants, reflections on> II '26. ^ 

Gibson, William, a belt-taught mathematician, history of, VIII. 25. 

Granger, Rev. Mr. anecdote of Old Parr, related by him, VTLf. 

Gay, Thomas, pursuits by which he acquired his vast property, 
A 22 ; his penurious habits, ibid; founds and endows Quy't 
Hospital 23 ; his other benefactions and death 24. 

Harvest, Rev. George, his eccentricities, V. 12 — 25. 
Hastings, Hon. Mr. anecdotes of his eccentric character, IV. 12» 
Hopkins, Vulture, anecdote of him, X. 22, 23. 
How, James, See East. 

Itard, M. appointed to commence a course of medical treatment 
with the Savage of Aveyron, X. .5 ; endeavors to attach hiiu to 
social life, ibid; attempts to excite the nervoHs sensibility '-8 y 
invents means to a.ltach him to certain amusements 11 ; endea- 
vors to lead him to the use of speech 11; emplovs methods to- 

' develop Ms under standing 17; cures him of his paroxysm* 
of rage 19. v 

Jennings, William, anecdotes of his parsimony, IV. *€ — 31. 

Joan d'Arc, her parentage and youthful occupations IX. 1 ; her 
lively interest In the state of her native country 2 : pretends to- 
the gift of heavenly inspiration, ibid} gives herself out to be 
the instrument destined to replace the French king on hi* 
throne, ibid ; repair's to the king ibid; wonderful stories related 
fconcetriirig her, 4 ; her military exploits 5 — 21 ; is taken pri- 
soner and delivered up to the English 22 ; is tried for sorcery 
23 ; substance of her various examinations 23—40 ; her con* . 
dera nation and recantation of all her pretended revelations 41 £ 
her execution 42. 

Kingston, duchess of, her birth and education, VI. 1. her intro* 
- duct ion to Mr'. Pulteney, who obtains her the appointment or? 
majd of honor to the princess of Wales 2 ; commencement of 
her connection with the Hon. Mr,. Hervey, afterwards Earl of 
Bristol 3; her secret iiniAii. with him 4; his- brutal treatment 
of her 6, 6; she travels to the continent 8; persecutions of her 
husband 9 : her stratagem respecting the register of her mar- 
stage 10 ; her connection with the duke of Kingston I2y»she i* 
married to him 1$; his death, and her machinations respecting, 
his will 14; she repairs to Rome 16 ; her transactions with Mr^ 
Jenkins, the banker 18; her eccentric tarn of mind fl ; her 
altercation wkh Foote 22 ; her trial in Westminster rial! for 
bigamy 32 ; she goes to Frame, ibid ; proceeds to Rome 84 ? 
purchases a house- at Paris 36 ; Uwfis a dealer in rabbits 31 y 

remarkable manner of her death 38. ... 

* • • 

Lambert, Mr* Daniel, preliminary observations, T. 1; his birth^ 
3 ; his juvenile habits 4; his apprenticeship 5; ludicrous ?c- 
contre with dancing bears 6y nisaairow. escape fwxn imminent. 



*HDfc*. 

4csffaefioo 9 ; commencement of his extraordinary increase* ifl 
bulk 10; his experrnessin swimming ibid \ is removed from hi* 
appointment of keeper of Leicester goal 11 \ is annoyed by th« 
intrusions of impertinent curiosity 12 ; travels to London for 
the purpose of exhibiting himself 13; his interview with Boruw- 
)a$ki, the Polish dwarf 15 ; anecdotes, repartees, &c. 17 > 
particulars respecting bis habits and manners 19 $ sale of hit 
dogs 21 j his extraordinary health 22 > his dimensions 31. 

Latnbum, Margaret, her plan for murdering queen Elizabeth, 
VIII. 34 j its detection ibid ; her bold address to the queen 
ibid ; is pardoned Joy her 36. 

I^einster, duke of, anecdote of, II. 22. 

Liancourt, duke de, his account of Jemima Wilkinson, VII, 
*8— 34. 

Love* Mr. John, his extraordinary corpulence L 26. 

Xodwig, John, account of, V. 25 > commencement* of his ac- 
quaintance with Mr Hoffman 26 ; his education 27 ; his ju- 
venile pursuits 28 ; he applies himself to the study of arithrae- 

• tic* and geometry SO; and also to astronomy and metaphysics 
32. 33 ; descnpt?on of his cottage and instruments 35; attach- 
ment of this sell taught philosopher to his studies 36. 

■ 

Magrath> an Irish youth, remarkable particulars concerning 
him, IT. 33. 

Mayo, John, his remarkable beard. Ill f. 

Monboddo, Lord* his singular opinion respecting the early ge- 
nerations of the human race, V, 3 \ his account of Piter tpt> 
Wild Boy, $. 

Morvilliers, John de, anecdote of, HI. 6, v 

O'Brien. See Cotter. 

Palagonia, Prince of, whimsical decorations of his home IV* 
31; 

Palmer, Mr. his extraordinary corpulence, I. 27, 

Parr, Thomas, anecdotes of him, VII- 1 ; particulars of bit 
journey to London M ; his extreme longevity 3 ; his marriages 
6 j story of his doing penance 6 ; his reply to King Charles I. 
*7 ; description of his appearance in his old age age ibid j bit 
death 8. - 

Peter 4he Wild Boy, history of, V. 1 ; caught in the woods of 
.Hanover aud brought to England 2 ; Lord Monbeddo's en* 
quiries concerning him 3 ; his appenrance and manners des- 
cribed by bis lordship 5 ; farther particulars of bim by Mr. 
Bnrgess7; his. death 11. 

Powell, Forster, account of, IX. 42% his extraordinary pedestrian 
achievements 43 ; his person, character and habits 45 ; hit 
death ibid. 

Pratt, Mr his account of Henry Lee Warner, Esq. IV. 24. 

Price, Charles, anecdote of his juvenile duplicity, VIII. 1; ad* 
ventures of bis youth 2 ; his deceptive advertisements 3 i 



rvriMsx. 

0rrae, John, remarkable circumstances attending his trial and 
conviction, though innocent, tor coining, XVII. 11; bisfrietfdt 
obtain a reprieve 14; his liberation and death 15. . 

OstervaJd.M his excessive avarice, XIV. 32. 

Overs, John, history of him, XIII. 1 ; his parsimonious disposi- 
tion 2 ; singular circumstances attending his death 3 ; bi» - 
daughter builds the church of St. Mary Overs, Soutowaik 5. 

Pauletr, Harry, account of him, XIV 9; hi* perilous ad venture 
JO; gives information to Sir Edward Hawke of the sailing of 
the French fleet It. i 

Pivett, Christopher, his eccentricities, Xlii. 8,9. 

Plot, Dr. his narrative of the remarkable history of Anne Green, 
XL 33. N 

Pope, Benjamin, account of, Xll. S3; he subjects himself to le- 
gal penalties by usurious practices 34 ; prefers a residence in 
prison to the payment of the damages awarded by law 35; 
his penti. ious habits, ibid ; instance of his liberality 36 ; his 
death, ibid. 

Prait, Edward, his remarkable taciturnity, XIII. (i; instance of 
it during an East-India voyage 7. 

Quin, James, anecdote, of his benevolence, XIX. 8. 

Roberts, Thomas, account of him, X*V. 34. 
Howe, extract iron! his Jane Shore, XV™. 5. 

Saville, Mrs. Anne, her account of Henry Jenkins, XI. 3. 

Scanagatti, Frances, her birth and education, XII. 13; she oIk 
tains admission in the dress of a boy into the Austrian military 
academy at Neustadt 14, 15; is appointed to an ensigucy 16; 
suspicions respecting her sex 17 ; obtains a,lientonauey 19; 
apprehension^ of her parents concerning her 21 ; they procure 
her dismission from the army W3 ; her character 24 

Schoning, Maria Eleonora,- history of, XL- 6; death of her 
father 7; she is tunied out of his house by the tax-officers 9 J 
passes the night by the gave of her father 10 ; loss other in- 
nocence it, ; is seized by the watchmen and carried before a 
magistrate 13; resolves to drown herself 14; is dissuaded 
from her resolution by a soldier'* wife named Harhn l.?~ ia 
received by her into her house In; her tu.'.gnannmnts deter- 
mination to save her friend and family from starving 13; ac- 
cuses herself oi murder 20; implicates Harhn in the char e, 
ibid; she receives sentence of death 22, retraces her accusa- 
tion at the scaffold 2d , her death 2d. 

Schwarzburg, counress of, anecdote* of hor heroic spirit, X^< 18. 

Shore, Jane, history of, XVI. I; he become? the niiSiiens of 
King Ed ward IV. 2 ; persecution* endured by her alter the 
king'* death 3 ; is obliged to do pew nice 4; description of he? 
person in old age, by Sir Thomas More t>. 

Sidney, Marlow, anecdotes oi his eccentric disposition, XIII, H, 

Stranger, Hannah, uer letters to James ftaiUr, XV 1 1. 23, 



IN? AX. 

Strong, Joseph. a blind roan, account of, XT* $ * anecdotes of I4l 
; extraordinary skill in macbamoa 7, 8; bis musical compa* 
sitions 8, 

Urqubarti Sir Thomas, particulars concerning the admiral Crick* 
ton, related by him, XX. 5;, 

Walpole, Mr. his observations on Mrs. Delany, XVII. 2i. «. 
YVelby, Henry, history of, XVI C. 4 } his difference »Uh his |>r«* 

ther 5 ; be withdraws into atlitary feclusja » 6 j bis remarkaUf 

jtotmeoie 9, 
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